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Israel Sunday sent armoured columns and infantry 
deep into Southern Lebanon, in a massive thrust 
aimed at pushing PLO terrorist gunners back from the 
northern border. After the initial attack, UN 
spokesmen said that Israeli units had advanced to six 
kms, north of the Litani River, and had encountered 
stiff resistance on the coast near Tyre, and in the 
Arkoub region on the slopes of Mt. Hermon. 

Reports from Israeli sources were still sketchy, but 
the Israel Defence Forces spokesman confirmed that 
two aircraft — an attack helicopter and a Skyhawk 
fighter-bomber — had been shot down over Lebanon, 

Damascus suid it had ordered its forces lo “con- 
front” the Israeli troops, and there were reports of 
“contact” at three locations. 


Heavy fighting reported - 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Correspondent 


ON THE NORTHERN 
BORDER. — The Israeli ad- 
vance into Lebanon was 
reported to be on schedule. But 
few details were available from 
Israeli sources. 

The Israel Defence Forces 
spokesman declined to divulge 
casualty figures for the attack. 
He would confirm that Israel has 
lost one Skyhawk fighter and an at- 
tack helicopter, and that two 
helicopter pilots were missing, with 
the fighter pilot thought to be a cap- 
tive of the PLO, 

According lo foreign sources, at 

1 a.m. Israeli forces entered 
Lebanon on three main axes, " 

The declared goal of the uperation 
is to push back terrorist artillery and 
rockets from Israel's frontier. The 
government and the army made it 
clear that it is not the IDF's inten- 
tion to engage the Syrians in any 
form of battle, and this message was 
also passed on to the Syrians by 
diplomatic means. P 

Israel's action cames after a seriss 
of terrorist attacks in Israel and 
around the world, culminating in 
the shooting of Israel's ambassador 
to the UK, Shlomo Argov. 

Mixed armoured, artillery and 
infantry forces were reported to be 
moving along the coastal highway 
and said to have reached the Tyre 
area, where fierce fighting was rag- 
ing last night. A second force of 
similar mix entered via the central 
axis and was said to have encircled 
the town of Nabatiych. 

A third force was moving in the 
Arkoub (Fatahland) area in the 
cast, 

There was no official Israsli con- 
firmation of these reports. The 
government's policy is to refrain 
from any specific information being 
given out until the operation Is com- 
Pleted. . Ἢ μὰ 

There was also πὸ official an- 
nouncement on. Israeli casualtica 
other. than the lost pilots. 


The atlack was a com- 
bined land, air and sea operation, 
with Israel's armoured columns pas- 
Sing througe teintory* bing nici vy 
the Dutch, Norwegian and French 
UNIFIL detachments, In contradic- 
tion of UNIFIL spokesmen's 
reports, IDF officers deny that 
there were any exchanges of fire 
with UNTFIL. 

Army sources said that the air 
force flew many dozens of sorties 
against terrorists and all air strikes 
were directed against terrorist 
sources of fire. They pointed that 
the terrorists used hundreds of 
Strela missiles against the attacking 
aiteraft. 


Undoubtedly the most com- 
plicated part of the mission 
— again relying on repons from 
outside sources — was the battle in 
and around Tyre. This coastal city 
has a population of about 17,000, 
and military sources said that ex- 
plicit instructions had been issued 
to the IDF to avoid civilian 
casualties at all costs. 


This apparently complicated the 
advance, as the IDF was unable to 
use conventional tactics — {ike us- 
ing artillery and aircraft to “soften” 
the target before the arrival of 
ground forces — to take the city. 

It is far from clear how long the 
current operation will continue, 
There are many factors that could 
have an impact on both the degree 
and duration of the battle, One of 
these is Syrian involvement; a se- 
cond is the intensity of American 
pressure on Israel for restraint. 

Logically it can be assumed thut 
the IDF’s strategy in the operation 
is to penetrate as quickly and as 


. deeply as possible into southern 


Lebanon along these main axes, 
cleaning out terrorist_pockets 
alorig the way. Prime Minister 


‘Begin and other government 
‘-spokesmean stated clearly that 
 Isracl’ has no territorial inten- 


tions in Lebaron, arid bas no inten- 

tion of-intervening in Lebanon's ἰη- 

ternal politics. This- indicates that 
{Continwed on Page 2) 
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Isracli troops move across the border into Lebanon. 
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Why the action was launched 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Post Diplomatic Reporter 

Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
Sunday informed U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan that the Israeli 
forces invading Lebanon will push 
back the PLO units “forty 
kilometres to the north." 

“The army has been instructed to 
push back the terrorists to a dis- 
tance of forty kilometres to the 
north so that all our civilians in the 
region of Galilee will be set free of 
the permanent threat to their lives,” 
Begin wrote Reagan. 

Western sources in Israel re- 
port that during his recent visit 
to the U.S., Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon said that Israel envisages a 
72-hour campaign against the PLO 
in Lebanon, after which a rein- 
forced UNIFIL, with an expanded 
zone, would keep the peace and 
Secure Israel's northern border 
from long-range altack. 

Observers noted that the ter- 
minology used by Begin is vague, 
probably deliberately so. The prime 
minister did not state from where 
the 40 kilometres begin. 

Meanwhile, in the major 
diplomatic initiative so far to halt 
the fighting, the U.S, is sending 
special Middle East envoy Philip 
Habib to Jerusalem in an effort to 
restore the cease-fire he helped 
negotiate in July, 1981 between 
Israel and the PLO. : 

in his response to Prosident 
Reagan's messages of June 4, which 
urged “restraint” upon Israel, and 
of June 6, sent before the.start of 
the ground invasion, Begin ssid that 
Reagan's ‘‘words.of sympathy, 
friendship and understanding 
touched me deeply.” 

“I feel it is may duty...to describe 
to you the real situation,” he went 
on. “For the last seventy-two hours, 


‘twenty-three [sraeli settlements” in’ 


the Galilee have been shelled and 


PLO terrorists,"Tens of thousands of 
men, women and children remain 
day and night in sheiters...The ter- 
rorists are aiming theiz guns ex- 
clusively at the civilian population. 
There are many military targets in 
the (Israeli) area; these are com- 
pletely ‘immune.’ The purpose of 
the enemy is to kill — to kill Jews, 
men, women and children. 

“Is there a nation in the world 
that would tolerate such a 
situation?” : 

Using the Falkland Islands war to 
make his point, Begin went on: 
“The question is clearly answered in 
the most recent action of the United 
Kingdom which is now waging a 
full-fledged war eight-thousand 
miles from its shores in the name of 
Article 51 of the United Nations 
Charter, Mr. President, the 
bloodthirsty aggressor against us is 
on our doorstep. Do we not have 
‘the inherent right of self-defence?’ 
Does not Article 51 of the Charter 
apply to us? Is the Jewish State an 
exception to all the rules applying to 
all other nations?" 

Begin’s message goes on to say 
that Israel does “not covet one inch 
of Lebanese territory,” 

Rather, “We wish to sign a peace 
treaty with a free, independent 
Lebanon that will preserve its ter- 
ritorial integrity," declared the 
premier. 

Begin, signing off with a simple 
“Menachem,” concluded his letter 
with the firm: “We shall do our 
sacred duty, ‘S6 help us God." 

“In his message of June 6,'Reagan, 
writing “Door Menachem,” bul 
signing "Ronald Reagan,” deplored 
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the “abominable” shooting of 
Argov and wrate that the US, is 
continuing its efforts to stubilize the 
cease-fire. “I hope you will give the 
most serious consideration to the 
message (of June 4 urging 
restraint)... and will do what you 
can ta avoid military steps that 
could lead to a widening of the con- 
flict and even greater Israeli 
casualties.” 

Referring to the Habib mission, 
Reagan said “I hope you will agree 
on the need to work together to br- 
ing about those conditions which, 
over lime, will recreate a stable and 
secure Lebanon and ultimately lead 
to security on Israel's northern 
border.” 

Observers believe that the last 
Phrase, written before the Israeli 
ground forces, thrust into Lebanon 
began, apparently implies that 
Habib's mission is envisaged as aim- 
ing at a comprehensive solution to 
the Lebanese crisis rather than 
merely to obtaining a new cease- 
fire. 


The cabinet decided at a 34-hour 
session on Saturday night to move 
into southern Lebanon. But it an- 
nounced the decision at 4 p.m 
Sunday, five hours afer Israeli 
forces had launched a major multi- 
pronged push across the border. 

The announcement by cabinet 
secretary Dan Meridor said that 
“Operation Peace for Galilee” had 
been launched “to place all the 


civilian population of the Galilee .” 
beyond the range of lerrorist fire - 


from Lebanon.” K said that Israol 
will nol attack the Syrian army 
“unless ft attacks our forces.” 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT: JUNE 6, 1982 


For the peace of Galilee 


THE DIE is cast; it is war in Lebanon now. To the accompaniment of 
an intense bombardment from the sir, the seq and the ground, ar- 
moured units of the Istael Defetice- Forces, aided by paratroops, 
pushed north across ea yesterday to destroy the PLO's in- 
frastructure in-Southern Lebanon, and to roll'the terrorists them- 
selves back. 


As made clear in the government's communigue, the immediate ' - 


war aim is to take the settlements in Galilee out of the terrorists’ 
firing range. 


This new war has been in the cards for some time now, But its ac- 


tual timing was decided by the terrorist attempt on the life of Israel's 
umbussador to the Court of Si. James. The shooting of Shlomo Argov 
was nol, strictly speaking, a violation of last July's cease-fire. But it 
helped highlight the intolerable limitations of that creaky, hastily 
concluded agreement. 


Whether the outrage in London was ia fact sanctioned by the 
PLO's leadership, or perpetrated by a [ringe group not entirely sub- 
ject to PLO discipline, it called for a response in kind, This had to be 
done, if only το prove to the terrorists that continued violence against 
Isruel's diplomatic representatives abroad would not be countenan- 
ced, 

Once the decision was taken to respond with a sustained aerial of- 
fensive on PLO bases and camps, matters virtually took their own 
course, The terrorists, now far better armed than last July, reacted, as 

ν might huve been expected, with a Katyusha barrage that casily 

me cecalled the worst of last summer's war af attrition, Bul the govern- 
ment, through Premier Menachem Begin, had solemnly undertaken 
that the war of attrition was not to recur. Now it was called upon to 
redeem ils pledge. 

Saturday night the cabinet, by a large vote, gave its approval to the 

Γ one stritlegy that seemed practicable under the circumstances — a 

i. powerful thrust into Southern Lebanon, designed to clear an area 40 
kms, deep from terrorist presence, The Security Council's bid for a 

ἢ ceuse-fire, issued early yesterday morning, and later President 

ας Reugan's appeal for restraint, coming from Versailles, thus fell on 

ἢ deaf eurs, Isruel was out το salve the terrorist problem, once and for 
all. 

If successful, the operation could, within the next 72 hours or so, 
free the people of Galilee from the terrorist incubus. But how could 
Israel Keep its military gains for any length of time, except via 

} prulunged occupation? 
3 Yesterday's cubinet communique spoke dutifully of this country's 


vee hope to conclude peace with an independent Lebanon, ils territorial, 


ἢ integrity fully preserved. This was a noble statement, which should 
have given the lie ta all those who might uccuse Israel of harbouring 
anuexationist designs on Lebanon. Under the [sraeli plan, however, 
Lebunon would presumubly also assume the responsibility for 
preventing any resurgence of the PLO on its soil, once the terrorists® 
backbone has been broken by the IDF, 

Bui Lebunon's present government, living as it does in Syria's 
shadow, could hardly make any such commitment so long as the 
Palestiniin problem has not found a political solution, 

Unofficially, therefore, it has been suggested that Israel's aim 
would be to reorder Lebanon internally, by installing the friendly 
Phalanges, under Busheer Jemayel, in positions of power in Beirut, 
despite the fuct chat the Christian community represents only αὶ 
minority of Lebanon's population. Any such attempt, of course, 
would bring Israel into direct confrontation with Damascus — even were 
Syriu, heeding the cubinet's assurance that Israel has no belligerent 
intentions towards ji, to avoid involvement in the present fighting, It 
would also bring Israel into conflict with the rest of the world, in- 
cluding not only the Soviet Union but the U.S. as well, 

Israel's only realistic hope, then, lies in the much disliked UN, 
which has been maintaining a presence, though uncertain and un- 
Sutisfuctory, in Southern Lebanon in the form of UNIFIL since after 
the Lituni Operation of March (978, 

For the moment Israel is sidestepping UNIFIL, if not actually step- 
Ping on its toes, Bur in the long run, the only practicable arrangement 
would be an extension of UNIFIL's — preferably toughened up — 
mandate to the depth of αἱ least 40 kms., as referred to by Mr. Begin. 
In thal area, Palestinian terrorist activity would be wholly proscribed, 
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terrorists 40 kms, 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


— The armoured column parked at 
the side of the road was so long that 
its tail could not see its head, 


Midway down the line, a tall 
young soldier stepped out and flag- 
ged down a civilian car. The driver 
was beginning to reach for his iden- 
tity papers, when he noticed the let- 
ter being thrust through the win- 
dow. “Can you mail this?,” asked 
the soldier. The last letter before 
gaing into battle — this one addres- 
sed to a kibbutz. 


At different points along the 
northern border yesterday thou- 
sands of soldiers were - bracing 
themselves for the crossing“into :an 
unknown that cauld be either ἃ skir- 
mish or a deadly war, 


It was an efficient war machine 
that was visible as units moved at a 
deliberate pace across the border or 
waited calmly for their signal, In 
Metuila, tanks and armoured per- 
sonnel carriers swung past the Jast 
\sracli houses at dusk and clanked 
northwards on a dirt track through 
the Lebanese fields, 

Incoming shells and rockets 


Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres said on Sunday that “the most 
pressing objective for Israel is to put 
an end to the shelling in the north. 
Israel has no territorial claims on 
Lebanon and its paramount interest 
must be to avoid a situation which 
would deteriorate into war.’ He 
|] was speaking after being briefed by 

Prime Minister Begin on the Israel 
action in Lebanon. a ae 


‘Former prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, of Labour, told a meeting in 
Tel Aviv that “there {s no difference 
among Zionist parties as to the 
danger posed to Israel and Jewish 


LEBANON τὶ ," 


PLO concentrations in South Lebanon. The Zahrani River, south of 
Sidon, is approximately 40 kilometres north of the Israel-Lebanon bor- 
der in Western Galilee. Ina letter to U.S, President Reagan on Sunday, 
Premicr Begin writes that the army was Instructed to push back the 


| ON THE LEBANESE. BORDER.. 
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IDF on the move 


threw up dust nearby occasionally, 
but the predominant sound was the 
smack of outgoing rounds, Near 
Rosh Hanikraflong' convoys headed 
over the ridge separating Israel and 
Lebanon, 


ἴῃ settlements all along the 
border residents have been in un- 
derground shelters since Saturday. 
At a kibbutz in Upper Galilee an 
alarm sounded late Sunday, after- 
noon, followed by a loudspeaker an- 
nouncement, warning all persons 
above ground to go down to the 
shellers immediately. 


The general atmosphere, 
however, was much more relaxed 
than that which prevailed during the 
protracted artillery skirmishing last 
July. The knowledge that the army 
had: crossed the border {n force 
made the current difficulties seem 
transitory, 

“Oh, it's a very different feeling 
now," said Clara Goldberg, a 
Metulla hotel operator, as she stood 
at the entrance to a shelter watching 
military vehicles head into 
Lebanon. “I'm from Latvia and we 
are not people who complain, but 
it's been tough, this continual shell- 
ing. It was impossible to go on like 
that." 


Peres: End to shelling imperative 


targets the world over by the 
murder organization based in 
Lebanon, and we must prevent their 
operations.” Now “‘ie the time for 
unity. The government has decided, 
and this is the elected government: 
for all of us.” εἰ 


Labour's partner in the-opposi- 
on Alignment, the leftist Mapam, 
called for a ceasefire and most of its 
MKa cautioned against war: 
However, one of its asvon- Knesset 
members, Imri Ron, argued: that 
“Israel cannot suffer another war of 
attrition against civilians. There: is 
no alternative to military ection.”’. 
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How nations 
reacted 


The Soviet Union charged Sun. 
day that Israel had unleashed "s 
fifth war against the Arebs" by 
sending troops into southern 
Lebanon and that Jerusalem was 
bent on the ‘‘physical -ex- 
tremination” of Palestinians, 

Commenting with unusual specd, 
the Soviet news agency, Tass said 
the Israeli attacks were. carried out 
with the fore-knawledge of the US. 


The seven Western’ industrial 
powers, whose leaders were 
meeting In Versailles, issued 
the following joint statement: 
“We are shocked by the news from 
Lebanon and the Lebanese-Israeli 
border area. We are moved by the 
loss of human life, the suffering and 
the destruction. We think that this 
new cycle of violence, If it were to 
continue, could have disastrous 
consequences for the whole area. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak called on Israel and the 
Palestinians to exercise ‘'sell- 
restraint’ in Lebanon, saying the 
deteriorating situation affects the 
Middle East peace process. 

At the United Nations the U.S. 
expressed opposition to Arab and 
Soviet attempts to draft a resolution 
that would condemn only Israet for 
its moves in Lebanon and has in- 
sisted that the draft not single out 
Isracl from the recent escalation. 


OPERATION 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the IDF's intention is a quick 
military operation aimed at destroy: 
ing the terrorists, infrastructure in 
the’ south, ‘and creating Ὁ military 
reality in the region that will pre: 
vent (heir return. 

The initial military strike failed 
to silence terrorist guns, however. 
By 7 p.m., more than 50 Katyusha 
rockets and artillery shells had fal» 
Jen in the north, coming over the 
border in sporadic bursts, There 
was some damage, bul no 
Casualties. 

A key factor in the future of the 
battle is how the Syrians will react 
to the allack, 

Israeli sources were reluctant 
to speculate as to chances of 
this happening. They: ‘denied, 
however, thal they were aware of 
any clashes with the Syrians up to 10 
p.m., inspite of reports from both 
Beirut and Damascus to the con 
trary. 


UN reports from Lebanon Sun- 
day suggested that Israeli forces 
were running into stiff PLO 
resistance, mainly in the major PLO 
stronghold of Tyre but also near 
Nabatiyeh in the central sector of 
the battle-front, 


A _UNIFIL spokesman sald 
that tank-led Israeli infantry had to 
by-pass Tyre, one of their main ob- 
jectives, and pighs oh for edsier 
targets in the surrounding villages. 

Earlier reports had spoken of 
heavy fighting along all three axes 
of Israel's advance into Lebanon. 


For the first time since the latest 
round of hostilities began on Frey 
there were ‘indications last nig 
that Syria had become involved ᾿ 
the fighting, with. Damascus Radi 
confirming earlier reports thet i 
forces had made contact hic Israeli 
troops in the eastern sector. :- 

j Lebanese, state radio later rs 
Syrian: positions were pounding 
advancing : Israeli forces ἀπ. Ἷ 
central sector of the invasion front, 
with long-range heavy. artillery. ° - 
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‘By HYAM CORNEY 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 


LONDON. — Police have thrown a 
security net around prominent Jews 
on an international “hit list’ un- 
covered in raids following last 
week's attempted assassination of 
Isracli Ambassador to ‘Britain 
Shlomo Argov, 

“We believe that we have 
frustrated a series of terrorist out- 
rages,” said Deputy Assistant Police 
Comumissianer.David. Powis... 1.1. 

He -réfased itd -confirm: ordeny 
reports that a-list of Jewish targets, 
living both..in Britain and other 
European gountries,.;had.been 
turned up in raids following Argov's 
shaating, 

But a source close to the in- 
vestigation confirmed such a list ex- 
ists and said detectives believe they 
have broken a terrorist cell and are 
now only loaking for fringe 
members who sympathize with 
various Middle Eust causes. 

The assassination attempt on 
Argov was appirently carried out 
by an extremist faction of the PLO 
which received orders through the 
Syrian embugsy in London, it was 
reported frdmy reliable ‘sources. 
Their action had been carefully 
prepared aver several months. 

The condition of Argov, 
meanwhile, continued to be critical 
with Norman Grant, a consultant 
neurosurgeon, saying he could not 
“slate categaricully” whether the 
52-year-old ambassador would sur- 
vive the attack, 

Grant led an eight-man surgical 
team that performed u tvo-and- 
one-half hour operation at 


Οπὲ of Israel’s 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
LONDON. — Shlomo Argov, the 
52-year-old Israeli ambassador 10 
Britain, who was shot in the head 
and critically injured in an assas- 
sination bid here last week, 
had held the post since September 
6, 1979. 


His posting to Britain was said by 
diplomatic circles here to have been 
ἃ personal appointment of Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin. These 
sources say Argov is one of Israel's 
most outstanding diplomats. 

In the 1950s he attended the 
London Schoot of Economics, 


A long series of attacks abroad 


Shlomo Argov, Israel's ambas- 
sador to London who was shot and 
gravely wounded last week, 
was the highest-ranking Is- 
racli diplomat ever felled by ter- 
rorists. 

The shooting. came nine weeks - 
after an unidentified woman shot 
dead “Ya:acoy Bar-Sjmantov, se- 
cond gectetary.of Israel’s French 
Embassy, ois(side'his home. 

Bar-Simantov was the fourth 
Israeli Embassy staffer killed over 
the past decade and several others 
have been wounded in terrorist ac- 
tions, all of which Israel attributes 
to the Palestinians, Five focal em- 
ed employees also have beer kil- 
ed 6 1, 00: Oe πρὸς τῇ 
Numerous bombing and assas- 
sination' attempts have been foiled ᾿ 
by tight security at all Israeli mis- 
sions abroad, 

Incidents: Usted in Isracli: army 
records include: "σ΄. 1.“ 

May 4, 1970:-Two armed Palesti- , 
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Shiomo Argov 


‘London's National Hospital for 
Nervous Disorders to remove bone 
fragments and a blood clot in 
Argov's brain, Doctors said a single 
bullet entered and exited the brain, 
The ambassador was still uncon. 
scious, Grant said that Argov could 
he left paralyzed on his lel side if he 
survives. 

Five men, who reportedly 
entered England on false passports 
und are believed to-huve hegn inthe 
vountry for some time, have been 
arrested in connection with the 
shooting. 

The guaman, identified as a Jor- 
danian, wis dischurged from West- 
minister Hospital after undergoing 
surgery for a wound caused by the 
bullet that lodged in his neck fired 
by Argov's hodyguard. 

The arrested wecumplices include 
another Jordanian dnd an drags 
ciught ira getaway er, ἃ Syrian in 
a suburban house Friday and an drit- 
niaa in North London on Saturday. 


outstanding diplomats 


where he studied international reln- 
tions, He also studied po- 
litical science at Georgetown 
University in Washington, working 
part-time at the Israel Embassy, 
where he met his wife Hava. 


Born in Jerusalem in 1929, Argov 
served in the Israel Defence Forces 
between 1947 and 1950, and worked 
in the Prime Minister's Olfice from 
1955-59. 


His diplomatic career began with 
an appointment in 1959 as consul- 
general in Lagos, Nigeria. The fol- 
Yowing ydar he was -appointed 
counsellor in Accra. In 1961 he 


nians break into the Israeli con- 
sulate in Asuncion, Paraguay, kill 
an Israeli secretary and a local 
employee, 

September 19, 1972: A letter 
bomb, one of a wave of such lethal 
devices mailed to_Israelis all over 
the world, kills the Isrueli economic 
adviser at the embassy in London. 

April 9, 1973: The home of the 
Israeli ambassador in Cyprus is 
sabotaged. ᾿ 

July 1, 1973: Col. Yosef Ayalon, 
Israeli air altiche in Washington, is 
shot dead oulside his home. No 
Palestinian ‘group claimed respon- 
gibllity and the perpetrators are still 
unknown, but Israel lists the inci- 
dent 88 8 terrorist murder. 

January 8, 1978: Two bazookas 
om launchers are found aimed at the 
Israeli Embassy in Brussels, but are 
dismantled before they go off. 
, September 30, 1978; The Israeli 
consulate in Istanbul is sabotaged. 
Ὁ March 26, 1979: Explosive charge 
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The Yard also uncovered a huge 
arms cache, including grenades, 
ammunition and two handguns. 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
attack on Argov, the Jewish com- 
munity was placed on full alert. 
Leading communal figures were 
given 24-hour security and the ex- 
isting network of security on com- 
munal buildings and synagogues 
was stepped up, particularly over 
Shabbat. 

But “things will continue as nor- 
mal and no event will be cancelled," 
a spokesman for the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews suid. 

Security, in fact, was stepped up 
following the murder of the Israeli 
diplomat Ya'acov Bar-Simantov in 
Paris recently. The network 
protecting the Jewish community, 
its personalities und its buildings, 
has so fur proved effective here, 

The shooting came alter private 

dinner given by the British 
banknote printing campuny, De La 
Rue. at the fashionable Dorchester 
Hotel, The time of the attack was 
seven minutes after 1 p.m. Thurs. 
day. 
τ Acgoy, one of some 80 diplomats 
at the dinner, had walked from the 
Dorchester some 22 metres ulong 
Park Line where he was ubout to 
enter his car when he wus shot. 

The stunned Jewish community 
responded fo the shooting of the 
Vsrach ambassadar by holding a 
spontaneous and emotional prayer 
vigil for his complete recovery out- 
side the PLO's London office less. 
than two kilometres from the 
Dorchester Hotel an lniday alter- 
now, 
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went as consul to the Israel Con- 
sulate General in New York. 

In 1964, he became deputy direc- 
tor of the American desk at the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry. 

He returned to the U.S. in 1968 as 
minister at [srael's Washington Em- 
bassy, when Yitzhak Rabin was am- 
bussador. 

In 1971 he was appointed ambas- 
sador ta Mexico and in 1974 he 
became the assistant director- 
genera} of the Foreign Ministry in 
charge of information. 

His last appointment before com- 
ing to: Britain was as ambassador to 
the Netherlands, from 1977-79, 
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is tossed at the Israeli Embassy in 
Ankara, Turkey. 

April 5, 1979: Bomb explodes at 
the Israeli Embassy in Cyprus. 

April 8, 1979: Bomb explodes at 
the Israeli Embassy in Ankara. 

September 27, 1979: Bomb 
thrown from a car at the Israeli Em- 
bussy in La Paz, Bolivia. 

November 13, 1979: The Israeli 
umbassador to Lisbon is wounded in 
an assassination attempt in which 
four Portuguese guards are killed. 

December 12, 1979: Bomb 
damages the Isracli Embassy in San 
Salvador. Ἢ 

August 8, 1980: Bomb discovered 
in Front of the residence of: the 
\sraeli consulsin Istanbul. 

August 9,9 198t: Two bombs 
Gumage the gate of the Israell con- 
sulate in Athens. 

August 10, 1981; Two bombs ex- 
plode in the garden of a building 
next to the israeli Embassy in Vien- 
na, ; 
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HOW THE CLASHES BEGAN 


Next Year in Jerusalem|| The North 


The people of northern Israel 
spent most of the weekend in 
shelters as terrorists in Lebanon 
rained down a massive barrage of 
rockets and artillery shells, causing 
several casualties, among them 
three deaths. The bombardment 
began about 5 p.m. on Friday, fol- 
lowing wide-ranging Israeli air at- 
tacks on terrorist concentrations in 
Lebanon. 

The air raids came after the 
cabinet had met secretly to consider 
whal steps to take in response (o the 
shooting of Israel's Ambassador to 
Britain, Shlomo Argov. Israeli artil- 
lery also went into action (see 
below). 

An Israel military spokesman said 
that the PLO, by breaking the terms 
of [981 cease-fire on the Lebanese 
border, was to blame for the flare- 
up in the fighting, 

“The terrorists have chosen to 
disregard" warnings and have in- 
stead “continued their acts of ter- 
rorism and sabotage both in the im- 
mediate arena and: overseas," the 
spokesman sald, αν, 

“Since the cease-fire, Israel hus 
demonstrated implicit restraint in 
the light of the intensity of PLO ter- 
tor activities. However, it is clear 
that in present circumsiances the 
state of Israel can no longer sit with 
folded arms und let the terrorists, 
under the umbrella of cease-fire, 
carry out murders and terrorist 
strikes ugainst its citizens und 
Le cok Mera op ᾿ 

etween 500 and 700 terrorist 
rockets and urtillery shells were 
fired at the northern border area 
between Friday night und Saturday 
night, ‘claiming one laracli- life and 
indirectly causing the deaths by 
heart attacks of two more Israelis in 


ἡ | : 
on Saturday. 


bomb shelters, : 
Fifteen persons in settlements 


_ between Nahariya and Kiryut. 


Simona were ‘hospitalized with 1π- 
juries. The fatality was caused when 
# soldier, Corporal Uri Belansky, 20 
of Ashkelon, suffered a direct hit 
on his car. 

Schools in Upper and Western 
Galilee were closed on Sunday, and 
only limited work was carried out in 
factories «nd fields. 

There hus been heavy damage to 
property, buildings und utility poles, 
and many vehicles have caught firc. 

Sources in the north say that the 
shelling Saturday was mure 
widespread and intense then that of 
July 1981.. 

Beaches'in' Western Galilee were 
almost deserted Saturday. Locul 


takes to shelters 


A Kiryat Shmona youth halds the fragment of a shell fired by terrorists 


Usrael Sun). 


hotel owners are worried that the 
shelling will drive vacationers away 
and cause canccllations. 

“Among the vehicles damaged was 
an ambulance of the Magen David 
Adom in Kiryat Shmonn. 

Ya'acov Meridor, minister of 
economic affairs, was in a Galilee 
hatel at the lime af the atuick, and 
severul rockets fell within metres οἱ 
his room. The minister called il a 
“mnracle™ he escaped injury during 
the hombardment, which he 
described as “not so pleasant.” 

Representatives Οἱ settlements in 
Upper and Western Galilee yester- 
day were unanimous in their view 
that the area could not tolerate 
another war of altrition of the kind 
the PIO Lerrorists staged list year 
Prior to the July 1981 cease-fire. 


Israel jets lash at terrorists 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Following the critical wounding 
of larael's ambassador in London on 
Thursday night, Israel Air Force 
Jets pounded terrorist targets in 
Beirut und other parts of Lebanon 
for three straight days. There were 
varying reports on the number of 
casualties, Some reports said there 
were over 200 dead and 400 
wounded. 


After terrorist shells rained down 
on Upper and Western Galilee, 
Israeli artillery units opened fire on 
terrorist’ concentrations in South 
Lebanon, including the Nabatiyah 
heights, the Beaufort Castle area, 
Tyre, Sidon and the Zaharani es- 
tuary. Enemy tank guns returned 
the fire, 


The air force swooped on gun 
emplacements, terrorist. camps in 
the field, and some turgets the 
cabinet had set at a special 
meeting on Friday. These 
targets included a terrorist base, 
tanks, ammunition and bunkers dug 
into hills around Damour; several 
130 mm. gun positions capable of 
reaching the panhandle and several 
caves where ammunition was stored 
in the Zaharani estuary; dug-oul 
positions and 100 mm. and 130 mm. 
cannons and 85 mm. mortar 
emplacements on‘ the Nabatiyah 
heights. ᾿ 


The Air Force action continued 
until sundown Saturday. The Navy 
was involved as u missile boat shei- 
led “sources of fire" near the 
Zahacani estuary, the army 
reported, 


Israel has been waiting for a 
suitable opportunity to hit the 
terrorists. While Jerusalem imuin- 
tains the cease-fire reached with the 
PLO last July upplies to all hostile 
uctivities, the PLO maintains the 
agreement applies to Lebanon only. 
According to an IDF count, ler- 
rorists had launched 28 attacks in 
Isruel and abroad-since the lust Air 
Force raid on May 9. - δ 

None of these attacks was 
considered serious enough to 
arouse world altention to the ter- 
rorist problem, But following what 


“the IDF spokesman termed as “the 


heinous atlack” on Israel's ambas- 
sador in London last Thursday 
night, the government gave the 
army the go-ahead. 

The first two targets, hit at 3.15 
p.m. on Friday, were north of 
Beirut International Airport. 

One was Fatah’s combat training 
school west of the Burj el-Barajani 
camp. . The compound contained 
cight buildings, tents, huts, an ob- 
stacle course, machine-gun. posi- 
tions and at ἰξαβὶ 10 anti-aircraft 
emplacements, Hundreds of ter- 
rorists had been trained there, a 
military source said. 


The second target was an arms, 


depot situated under part of the 
grandstands of the soccer field near 
the Sabra refugee camp. The con- 
crete stands provided protection for 
the 300-to-400-metre-long caches 
which conlained thousands of mor- 
tars.and ammunition belonging to 
the Fatah, the Palestine Liberation 
“Army .ahd the Arab Lebanese 
Army, aks 

“Their ammunition kept blowing 
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up all night long.” a senior source 
suid. 4 

Throughout the night the [ΔΕ 
kept Aying aver Lebanon lighting 
the area with flares to detect any 
enemy movement, but there was 


hone, 
According to news agency 


. reports there wus widespread panic 


in Sauth Lebanon, following the 
Vsracli vir strikes and artillery ber 
rages on PLO largets. Over 200 pet 
ple were reported dead 8 
hundreds more wounded, with 
toll expected to continue rising. 
Thousands of civilians reportedly 
jammed the main road ing 
wards on Saturday as Sidon and 
other towns und villages in the so 
were emptied of their inhabiten™. 
apparently fearing that Israe] 
about to launch its long-expee 
land offensive against the PLO. 


i f 

The Phalange-run Voice ° 
Lebanon, reported that the ers 
planes had scored good hits on P 
military targets. 

pect ie the casualties was Jean 
Lugot, a cameraman for the Fe 
television network TF-1, who 
killed in ies Ae air raid on 
strongholds in Beirut. 

Lins 51, was killed while he was 
filming Israeli planes. bone 
Beirut's Sport City Stadium, Ἢ οι a 
the PLO. used'as an ammun 


depot and combat training centr. 


“As of Saturday night, Syria — wht 
has 8 30,000 ‘strong occupation 
force in Lebanon — had failed to 
tervene in the fighting, and it the 
even attempted to interfere wil 
air strikes, 
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THE REGION 


Begin-Mubarak summit possible soon 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Post Diplumatic Reporter 

Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak may meet in the 
near future, following talks in 
Jerusalem last week between 
Egyptian and Israeli leaders. 

ie Egyptian delegation, led by 
Foreign. Minister Kamal Hassan 
Ali, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Bulrés Ghali and Osama El- 
Baz, Mubarak's “bureau chief, ap- 
parently informed the Israelis, led 
by Begin, that Mubarak is unwilling 
to attend a tripartite summit in 
Washington later this month, as 
recently proposed by Anterican of- 
ficials. 

Speaking to reporters outside the 
Prime Minister's Office ut the end 
of two hours of talks, Ali said that 
the possibility of a Mubarak-Begin 
meeting in the near future had been 
discussed but he declined to specify 
a possible venue or date. 

Ali denied that there had been 
urgency in his coming to Jerusalem. 
“Tt was not In an urgent way (that I 


came). It is a normal meeting 
between friendly and neighbouring 
countries.” 

Observers in Jerusalem expressed 
a measure of disappointment fol- 
lowing the talks. They said that they 
thought Ali might arrive with a mes- 
sage from Mubarak saying that he 
would not like to take up Begin's in- 
vitation, made last October, to visit 
Isracl. The observers pointed out 
that prior to the completion of the 
Israeli withdrawal from Sinai, the 
Egyptian leadership and press had 
hinted that while a visit to Israel by 
Mubarak would have been 
awkward before April 25, such a 
visit could take place after the pull- 
back from Sinai was completed. 

The observers added that it is 
“Egypt's turn’ as the last meeting 
between the rulers of the two 
countrics hud taken place lust year 
in Cairo, when Begin attended 
Anwar Sadat's funeral. 

The observers said that u visit by 
Mubarak could help break the log- 
jam in the autonomy talks. 

In the personal message from 
Mubarak that Ali delivered to 


Begin, Mubarak pledged his con- 
tinued commitment lo “peace 
forever" between Egypt and Israel. 


Begin's press spokesman, Uri 
Porat, said that during the talks, 
both sides “emphasized their in- 
lerest in the resumption of the 
autonomy talks at the earliest possi- 
ble time."* 

Ali said the talks were “very 
friendly, as usual." 

Observers in Jerusulem believe 
thal Mubarak is interested in persuad- 
ing Israel to join a regional line-up to 
counter the threat of expansionist 
Khomeinism. Observers believe 
that the Ali visit and the Mubarak 
message are purt of this atlempt at 
persuasion. 

Mubarak fears thot an tranian 
push into Iraq may topple Iraqi 
President Suddum Hussein's 
regime, replacing it with a fun- 
damentulist Shi'ite government. Itis 
aguinst such a Shi'ite block of [ran 
and Iraq, assisted by fundamentalist 
allies in Syria and possibly 
elsewhere, that Mubarak wants lo 
Prepare the new regional alignment. 


Egyptian leaders get a different look at Israel 


| 


By DAVID BERNSTEIN 

Post Mideast Affairs Reporter 

Meinbers of the Egyptian delegu- 
Lion from the ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP) who 
toured Israel] lust week at the invita- 
tion of the Labour Party, expressed 
steadfast support for the Cump 
David accords, but also bitterly at- 
tucked at Israel's setttement policy 
onthe West Bunk. 

The delegation included 
Mustapha Khalil, former Egyptian 
premier and deputy chairman of the 
NDP, and Butros Ghali, minister of 
state for foreign affairs, 

Khalil said that the opportunity to 
speak 10 members of the opposition 
and to tour factories and kibbulzim 
— something he had not been able 
lo do on previous official visits — 
had afforded him new insights. 

But he stressed that the visit was 
to reciprocate an earlier visit by a 
Labour Party delegation to Egypt. 
and was not part of a bid to 
negotiate with the party on any 
political issue — “because we 
realize that the Labour Party is not 
in power and we would not waste 
their time on something like this.” 

Khatil said that Israel's settlement 
Policy, suggesting that it is nol only 
contrary to the “spirit and letter of 
Camp David,” — but also to a 
specific promise given by Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon. 

Khalil told The Jerusalem Post 
that Sharon had at one stage during 


ων, Ἢ 4 


President Yitzhak Navon greets Egyptian National Democratic Party 


deputy chairman Mustapha Khalll, right, at his home, as Egyptian 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Butros Ghali looks on. 


negotiations with Egypt given an as- 
surance thal the programme he was 
implementing at the time would be 
final. 


“Now he is coming out with 
another programme of building 70 
setiements,” Khalil complained, 
suggesting that this is doing little to 
break the impasse in the autonomy 
talks, and also making it extremely 
difficult to encourage other Arabs 
to support the autonomy plan. 


Egypt, Khalil said, is extending 
invitations to Jordan and the 
Palestinians to join in the peace 
process, as provided in the Camp 


¢Rahamim Israeli) 


David accords — “but, unfor- 
tunately, the policies adopted now 
in the West Bank, the policies of ... 
depriving (its inhabitants) of all 
kinds of human rights, can never be 
encouraging to any one to join in.” 

Khalil denied that Egypt is 
boycotting Jerusalem. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Jerusalem after a meeting with 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
Khalil said Cairo and Jerusalem 
have never in the past been the 
venue of autonomy talks, adding 
that he could not understand why 
an issue was now being made of 
holding the talks in Jerusalem. 


@ 


Europe leaders differ on 


EEC policy on 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Post Diplomatic Reporter 

Visiting West German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
last week scoiched the prospect of 
the EEC countries changing their 
position on the Middle East conflict 
in the near fulure and formulating 
an allernative to the Venice 
Declaration of June 1980. 

“IL do not Foresee ... in the 
foresceable future, that there 
should be any new Middle East 
declaration” by the EEC countries, 
Genscher told newsmen at u press 
conference atthe end of his 36-hour 
official visit. He spoke fulluwing his 
protracted talks in Jerusalem with 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin, 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shumir 
and President Yitzhak Navon. 

Gienscher thus quashed recent 
hopes and speculation by Israeli of- 
ficials that the European 
democracies would soon redefine 
ibe stunce on the Middle Eust con- 

ict. 

These hopes were lurgely fuelled 
by Belgian Foreign Minister Leo 
Tindemans in Jerusalem carlier last 
week. Speaking as president of the 
EEC council of ministers, he suid he 
would write a report for his col- 
leagues which should lead wa “re- 
evaluation” of the EEC*s policy. 
Tindemuns clearly hinted during 
talks with Esrach leaders and at a 
subsequent press conterence, 
thal he felt that the nutjor chinges in 
the Middle East situation over the 
past imo years have rendered 
“Venice” outdated and that the ime 
is ripe fur ite ceplasement: or 
modification: 

Genscher. however, told Begin. 
Shamir and the journahsts, that 
West Germany continues to stand 
by the “principles of the Venive 
Decluration — numely, support for 
Palestinian self-determination and 
PLO participation in the peace 
Process, as well as endorsement of 
the call for secure and recognized 
boundaries for (srael in any com- 
prehensive peace settlement. 

Tindemans praised the autonomy 
scheme as ἃ Step towards a possible 
comprehensive peace in the area. 

“Aulonomy is a very important 
chapter in the evolution of the situa- 
tion in this region,” said Tindemans. 

Most diplomatic observers 
regarded Tindemans' careful 
enthusiasm about the autonomy 
talks os the most positive response 
to the Palestinian dimension of the 
Camp David accords expressed by 
any senior European statesman. 

Genscher, seen by observers as 
the bluntest of the Western foreign 
ministers who have recently 


Sharon defends statements on arms sales to Iran 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Defence Minister Arie! Sharon 
said last week that he revealed 
details about Israeli arms sales to 
Iran during his recent visit to the 
U.S, “because (U.S.) official circles 
had leaked material to the media in 
order to portray Israel as the devil's 
accomplice.” ᾿ 

“These circles sought to tarnish 
Israel's image on the eve of my 
visit," Sharon declared, at the 
special cabinet session to which he 
teported on his meetings in the U.S. 

Caliming, that a campaign , to 
besmirch Israel was raging, 
Sharon said he decided ‘'to deflate 
the exaggerated reports and portray 
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the arms sales in their correct 
proportion, since they amounted 1o 
only $27m." 

Sharon told his collengues: “Had 
I denied the arms sules, | would not 
have been believed. 1 did not reveal 
any secrets. | merely wanted to set 
the: record straight, ond to .siress 
that the U.S. aulthorilies were aware 
of what we sold Iran.” 


Only two ministers,Tourism 


-Minister Avraham Sharir and 


Interior Minister Yosef Burg, 
chided Sharon. 


Burg said that in his view’ 
Sharon's comments on the arms 


sales were out of place. 


Prime Minister Begin, suid that 
Sharon merited the appreciation of 
the cabinet for the manner in which 
he had fulfilled hjs mission in the 
US. 

One of the ministers commented 
that (here was a goad deal of 
hypocrisy in the world about the in- 
ternational arms trade, and'a good 
deal of preaching. cael 

On his talks in Washington, 
Sharon said thal contrary to 
published reports, they took place 
in a cordial atmosphere. “There was 
no isritation and no tension, Caspar 
Weinberger and [even cracked 
jokes together,” he said. 


Sharon also told his colleagues 


that he had sounded several warn- 
ings in the U.S., about the danger to 
Isrue] posed by an American- 
inspired front in the Arab world, 
designed to bolster Iraq against 
Iran, 

Sharon said he told his ἰῃ- 


‘terlocutors that talk about an [ra- 


nian threat lo overrun Iraq was 


“nonsense” and exaggeruted, 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Avi 
Pazner meanwhile strongly denied 
the story published in last week's 
Sunday Thnes, which reported that 
Israel is supplying Argentina with 
Gabriel sea-to-sen missiles vin Peru. 

The whole report is “completely. 


without foundation’ - said Pazner, | 
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Middle East 


West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher visits 
Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial 
In Jerusalem, where he laid a 
wreath, 


(Rahamin israchs 


journeyed to Jerusalem, told uv 
festive dinner in his honour given by 
Shamir, that “{seael's comprehen- 
sive security presupposes cam- 
prehensive peace, in which all 
neighbouring peoples are involved. 
The Palestinian people must not be 
umitted. Equality. sell. 
determination itnd security are ins 
intis isthe as es peace in the Middle 
East” 

With what can only be seen as 
equal bluntness Shaner replied. 
“Mr. Minister, we hear repeatedds 
about the right te seit. 
determination that must be ae. 
cordedl as owarg. to the Paleste 
nhins, Your government ‘ay among 
the first to back this demand inthe 
European Communny, and this pos. 
sibly vlso fur reasons which ure not 
essentially Middle Eastern...” 


Missiles in Jordan 
‘recipe for war’ 


TEL AVIV. — Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon said last week a com- 
bination of long-range Jordanian ar- 
tillery and anti-aircraft missiles was 
“a sure recipe for war.” 

Addressing the IDF Disabled 
Veterans Association here, the 
minister was alluding to Jordan's 
plans to buy advanced anti-aircraft 
missiles. “It is inconceivable thut 
Jerusalem will be under the threat 
of missiles, just as we will not agree 
that our main airbases will be 
threatened by anti-aircraft missiles 
- be they American or from any 
other sources,” he said. 


Zaire embassy in TA 


Zaire's embassy in Israel will be 
located in Tel Aviv and not in 
Jerusalem, us originally announced 
during the visit here lust month of 
the chef de bureau of Zaire President 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 2 


-Two senior officials from 
Mobutu’s presidential office arrived 
in Esrnet last Saturdiy 10 sort out the 


technical problems entuiled in γε -ν΄ 


establishing the full diplomatic tiek 
which Zaire severed in October 
1973. : 


THE WEATHER 


‘Selutday's | Suntiay's 
te Mina-Max Max 
Aérusalem 12-.Ὲὃ 24 
Tiberias 18---ῖῦ 9 
Tel Aviv Is—16 26 
Edat 2-M 1} 


THE ECONOMY 


DWT naw np ar By AVI TEMKIN 


Post Economie Reporter 

The government must sharply cut 
its expenditures if it wants to 
preserve its 198) economic achieve- 
ments, such as the lowering of the 
rate of inflation. This should be 
done by reducing the amount of 
money spent on subsidies and less 
vital social services, by a reduction 
of taxes, and by not allowing wages 
to rise. 

This was the central message of 
Dr. Moshe Mandelbaum, governor 
of the Bank of Israel, who ad- 
dressed the bank's annual press 
conference last week. ‘ 

Mandelbaum was careful: in his 


Israel Academy of Sciances and Humanities 


New Books — 1982 


8. Simonsotin 


The Jews in the Duchy of Milan 

Volume One: 1387-1477 

Inix + 678 + 2 pp. 16 x 24m. Cloth $46 
Michael Ε. Stone ; : 
Armenian Apocrypha Relating to the Patriarchs 
and Prophets 


ull e192: BR LG cx 24 om. Clot ᾿ 8328 message to use only recommenda- 
Proceedings (Section of Humanities) Hiona and warnings to the govern- 
J. Blau, On Palyphany in Biblical Hebraw, 88 pp. $6 ment rather than criticize its 

: ern Ἑ : policies. While pralsing the renewal 
Proceedings ( Section of Sciences) of economic growth and the slowing 
Mi. Ginzburg. Lie In the Desd Sea, 18 pp. . (83 of inflation — from 130 per cent in 
New Publications in Hebrew 1980 to 101 per cent in 1981 — he 

+ M. Sokoloff painted out that this was achieved 


AMAA PT Mw Wo 


The Geniza Fragments of Bereshit Rabba 

226 + vpp., 12 plates. 18 κ 27cm. Cloth $16 
Sxnuns inwan yn 

piw ιν». mw ow nba bad poy on 

The Messianic Idea in Jewish Thought — 

A Study Conference. in Honour of the Eightieth 
Birthday of Gershom Scholem 

262 + ii pp. 15 x cm. Cloth $16 
Praceedings 

S. Sambursky 

moxpioinn mwann nowns napa — (1878-1831) ΥΟΡ ΝῺ 
Maxwell (1831-1879) — A Turning-Point in the Concept 

of Reality 

1Opp. . ; 83 


through a reduction in taxes and in- 
creasing subsidies which caused a 
doubling of the government's excess 
demand (the excess of its spending 
over its revenue). 

Mandelbaum said the govern: 


By ARYEH RUBINSTEIN 
Post Knesset Reporter 

The number of industrial workers 
rose by 1.2 per cent in 1981, but the 
number of workers in banking ser- 

vices increased by 8.6 per cent, 
These figures were given to the 
Knesset last week by Deputy 
Minister of Labour Benzion Rubin 


43 Jabotinsky St.. 91040 Jerusalarmn, P.0.B. 4040, Tel. 02-636211 
: ministry's activities. 


of persons employed rose by 3.7 per 
cent (13,700 workers). Rubin said 
that two-thirds of this number were 
employed in education and health 
services, 

Agricultural workers declined by 
3 per cent, building workers by 1.1 
per cent, and workers in personal 
services by 4.3 per cent. 

During practically all of Rubin's 
80-minute speech, the coalition was 
represented by a single member — 
Sara Doron (Likud-Liberals), 

Aharon Uzan, recently appointed 
minister to succeed Aharon 
Abuhatzeira, left after listening to 
the first 10. minutes of Rubin's 
Speech. 

At 5:20, only nine MKs were in 
the chamber, including Rubin and 
Speaker Menahem Savidor, They 
were four Alignment deputies, two 
of the Likud, and Mordechai 
Virshubsky (Shinui). 

Rubin said that of the 30,000 


International Graduate Centre for 
Hebrew and Jewish Studies 


ef DIRECTOR 


Job Description 


* Staff coordination and office administration. 

%* Development and implementation of Institute policies. 

* Budgeting and fiscal control. 

* Planning and implementation of educational ‘programme. 

* Establishing and maintaining contact with outside agencies 
and with students. 

Qualiticatians ἢ 

* Academic preparation in administration, education. Judaica and/or 
social sciences. : 

ἀκ Expenance in Zionist. Jewish educational or communal work, 
especially with young Jewish adults. 

πὸ Ability to administer an institution, to suparvise and motivate its 
staff, and ta conduct work negotiations. : 

* Fluancy in Habrew and English (additional languages an asset}. 

Tarms 

* Full-time job, including non-routing hours and days. 

* Living quarters at and with the assistance of the Institute. 

ἈΞ Satary commensurate with qualifications and experiance of the 
successful candidate. 


9 Candidates who meet the above qualifications should submit a letter 
of application, together with their curriculum vitae, to “Search 


By CHARLES HOFFMAN 
Committee. W.U.J.S. Inetitute. 80 700 Arad, Israel”. 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Eight years of research and 
development paid off last week for 
the Kibbutz Industries, which made 
the {τοὶ sale abroad of 8 plant that 
converts cow manure into methane 

ges, animal feed and fertilizer. 
The plant, the first model of 
which was installed at Kibbutz Kfar 
Giladi, was sold to an Italian 
agricultural equipment firm for 
$330,000. The development of the 
plant, called the Nefah project, cost 
about $2 million, 80 per cent of 
which was provided by Energy 
Ministry grants for the development 

of alternative ὁπόταν sources, 
Ministry scientists said that the 
plant is the ‘most efficient of its 


Modern, Orthodox, Jewish Retirement Home 
τς in Switzerland 


seekses Manager's 
SUITABLY QUALIFIED 


_.. MARRIED COUPLE 


‘Good conditions, pleasant atmosphere. 
Plaase apply to ST21639, P.O,B. 81, 
Jerusalem 91 000, Israel, Ὁ 
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Bank preferred to bench 


when he opened the debate onthe . . 


Inthe public services, the number 


The bank governor’s remedy: 


Ὁ ἜΥΤῸΣ 


Dr. Mandelbaum 


ment should gradually cut the 
amount of subsidies on basic com- 
modities and the expenditures for 
social services of “secondary impor- 
tance," although he declined to 
specify which social services are 
considered by the bank to bo in this 
category, ‘ 
At the same time, the governor 
recommended continuing the 


Benzion Rubin 


persons who entered the labour 
market last year, 26,000 found jobs, 
But the number of unemployed, on 
a monthly average, was 14,480, and 
the unemployment rate was 5.1 per 
cent. ἡ ; 

According to the forecast of the 
Manpower Planning Authority 
Rubin noted this year there will be 
7,000 more jobless, bringing the rate 
up to 5,5 per cent, This is based on 
the assumption that there really will 
be a freeze on hiring in the public 
services. aa 

“Although we are partners in the 
economi¢ policy that is aimed at 
reducing inflation," Rubin said, 
“we shall fight within the govern- 
Ment, to prevent a rise in un- 
employment." 


Kibbutz research pays off after 8 years 


kind in the world,” and provided 
solutions to both energy. and 
ecological problems. 

The cow manure is fed into a vat, 
where it Is blended and heated in an. 
“anaerobic digestive process,” 
which causes the organic matter to 
break down. The process produces 
methane gas and a slurry rich in- 
proteins and vitamins but low in 
disease-cdusing bacteria. The alurry. 
can be used as a food supplement - 
for fish and cattle, and can be 
further broken down into a peat 
substitute used for fertilizer. ' 

The Chinese have been using this 
system for thousands of years, and 
are still doing so today Iria slow, 
labour-intensive way. es, 

‘The second kibbutz.to buy a, plant 
was Zikim, which did go lest year. 


Cut spending 


changes in the tax system, especially 
in a further reduction of indirect 
taxes and of taxes on wages paid by 
employers and workers, and to 
reform the structure of taxes paid 
by companies, 

The Treasury pumped 1S3.7 bil- 
lion into the economy during May, 
a nominal record, though in real 
terms, the injection rate was higher 
last summer. Nevertheless, the 
amount of money printed was 
almost double April's 181.8b., and 
almost as much 88 was put into cir- 
culation during the entire first. 


quarter of 1982 — some 183.9b, 


+ Meanwhile, Prime~Minister 
Menachem Begin has given full sup- 
port to the wage policy of Finance 
Minister Yoram Aridor, Speaking at 
last week’s cabinet meeting, which 
dealt with economic issues, Begin 
said that real wages and the stan- 
dard of living should be kept at their 
present level. Wage increases 
should be granted only if produc- 
tivity rises. : 

Begin added that the βονοτηπιεηὶ 
can explain to the workers that a 

‘rise in wages will mean a rise in in- 

‘flation, and this will cause an ero- 
sion of real wages. 


Hebrew Book Fair 


The (G0 per cent rise in book 
prices over the past year wis tuken 
in stride by must of the browsers at 
the annual Hebrew Book Fuir, 
which opened list week in 
Jerusalem's Liberty Bell Park and 
vther siles throughout the country. 

During Hebrew Bouk Week, 22. 
000 titles will he offered for sale wt 
discounts ranging between 25 and 
35.per.cent. The min book fairs are 
heing held in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv. 
Haifa, Beersheba, Netanya and 
Ramat Gun, with smaller anes in 
nbout 60 other locilities. 


In Tel Aviv, tens of thousands of 
book lovers and bargein hunters 
converged on Kikar Malchei 
Yisracl for the fair's opening. The 
Tel Aviv fair has introduced (wo 
changes this yesr: seven counters of 
foreign literature und a poels’ cor 
her, where sume 35 poets will pre- 
sent (heir hooks to the public. 


Education Minister Zevulun 
Hammer suid last week that the 
goverament should subsidize ἃ 
number of basic works in Judaism 
und other fields. He proposed that a 
panel of experts select “about 10 
books that should be in every home 
in Israel.” 


Some 4,500 titles were published 
in 1980-81, over half of them first or 
revised editions. Primary and secon- 
dary school texts accounted for 
about 26 per cent of the total. 


Better for some _ 
TEL AVIV, — Over one-third of the 
public admit to improyed living 
standards, with nearly one-half say- 
ing their lot has not changed elther 
way. This emerged from the poll 
conducted for the The Post by the 
Modi‘in Ezrachi Research Institute, 
among ἃ representative sample οἵ 
1,233 adults in mid-May. 


Question: ‘In comparison to your 
situation two years ago, how have 
your living standards fared?” 

Answers: : Be. 


.= . per cent 
tisen considerably . 94 
risen.a bit. . 26.3 - 

stayed the same εἰ 448 
dropped abit °° 1.4. © 
dropped alot... . 63... 

- undecided pa 1, AB: 
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HOME NEWS 


20 Israel Arabs held for terrorism |State appeals ‘leniency’ 


REHOVOT (Itim). — A ring of 20 
suspected terrorists — all of them 
Arab Israelis from Lod and Ramle 
— was arrested just before 
Independence Day, when they al- 
legedly intended to set off more 
than 200 kilos of explosives, police 
revealed last week. 

Sgan-Nitzav Shimon Savir, com- 
mander of the Shfela police sub- 
district, told a press conference 
in Rehovot that the secrecy. sur- 
rounding the three-month investiga- 
tion could be lifted now that all 
suspects had been captured, Fifteen 
of the supects will be tried before a 
military court; the remaining five on 
less serious charges at a magistrate's 
court. 

The suspects had also led the 
police to a cache where they had 


hidden hand grenades, rifle-fired 
antl-tank grenades, five pistols, two 
M-16 assault rifles, an Uzi sub- 
machine gun and numerous 
magazines, bullets, detonators and 
other sabotage material, 

The man suspected of being 
leader of the alleged terrorist cell is 
Mohammed Hamis Hamad, 3], of 
Lod, married and a father, A two- 
year search for him as the escaped 
suspect in a murder case led to the 
uncovering of the alleged terror 
ring. 

The trail that led to Hamad and 
the other suspects began in August 
1980, with the discovery of the 
bullet-ridden body of a Bethlehem 
antiques dealer, 48-year-old Masral- 
la Sahuri, Four of five suspects in 
the crime were caught, tried and 


convicted, but the fifth — Hamad 
— escaped. 

Rav-Pakad Shmuel Mizrahi, head 
of special, operations, tracked 
Hamad for nearly two years, During 
the course of his investigation, 
Mizrahi discovered a connection 
between Hamad and an alleged ter- 
rorist plot to explode a large bomb 
in Lod or Ramle on April 28 — 
Independence Day, At the same 
time, investigators discovered 
Hamad's hideout — a secret section 
of his own house. 

A pre-dawn raid by massed police 
and security forces — including 
members of the Border Police anti- 
terrorist unit — caught Hamad and 
four alleged accomplices entirely by 
surprise, police said. They sur- 
rendered without a fight. 


of Abuhatzeira’ 


State Attorney Yona Blatman 
last week ΠΥ ΜΗ to the Supreme 
Court against the suspended 
sentence imposed on former 
cabinet minister Aharon 
Abuhatzeira by the Tel Aviv 
District Court last April. ‘The state 
also appealed ‘against the court 
decision to clear him on charges of 
“receiving -something through 
fraud” and “theft by a manager.” 

In the six-page appeal, the state 
argues that .Abuhatzeira should not 
have been clented of the charge of 
altempting to ‘obtain 1L75,000 by 
fraud in 1976 on the basis of the 
statule of limitations. 

The state argues that “the 


s sentence 


the accused diverge substantially in 
the direction of lenience from the 
punishment fit for a man exploiting 
his public position while making ἃ 
private profit.” The court ignored 
the “ruling of the Supreme Court" 
and “the principles of punishment" 
governing crimes of theft by 
Managers, says the appeal. 

The state found contradiction 
between the district court's asser- 
tion that it regarded Abuhatzcira's 
crimes as “grave” and the leniency 
of the sentences it handed down. 

Abuhatzeira wds convicted on 
counts of theft, fraud and breach of 
trust. He was sentenced to four 
yeurs and three months in jail — ull 


sentences passed by the court on -suspended — and to αὶ 183,500 fine. 


Tora and Flora 


Portion of the Week: Shelicha. 
Num. 13-15. The verse discussed is 
13.33 


AS I have mentioned in a previous 
article, the gratifying fact that this 
column is reproduced in the Inter- 
national edition of The Jerusalem 
Post brings me letters From all parts 
of the world, and some of them go 
far beyond the specific scope of the 
column, which is the Flora of Israel 
as reflected in Bible and Talmud. 

As an example, a passing 
reference by me to the peculiar 
fact that an insect and ἃ tree bear 
the same name, locust, in English, 
brought in its train an interesting 
letter from a reader in the Hague, 
Holland. He suggested this explana- 
tion. According to him the Christian 
Gospels were originally written in 
Hebrew, the Greek text being a 
translation, and the translator of 
Mark (1.6, repeated in Matthew 
3.4), which states that John “did eat 
locusts (the insect) and wild honey," 
made a mistake, reading the word 
charuy, which means “carob,” as 
“chagav'' meaning the insect. 

In reply I told him that the sugges- 
tion had much to commend il, but 
needed stronger evidence. | added 
that his suggestion had raised a cer- 
tain possibility in my mind, In a 
comment on the Tower of Babel 
one of the rabbis states that it was 
so high that from its summit a palm 
tree looked like a chagav, a grass- 
hopper. 

Now it is true that in this week's 
portion the Ten Faithless Spies, in 
giving an exaggerated account of 
the stature of the Nephilim, the 
giants of Canaan, reported "and we 
were in our own sight 48 chagavim, 
BS grasshoppers, and so were we in 
their eyes." On the other hand, it is 
strange that the rabbi should say 
that the palm tree looked like a 
grasshopper; one would expect, of 
which there are many examples, 
that the simile should also belong to 
the world of flora the lofty palm, the 
highest of trees looking like a lowly 
one, and it is possible that in this 
Midrash charuy was read as chagav. 

The difficulty Hes in the fact that 
the carob is not the symbol for ἃ 
lowly plant in the physical sense, 
like the “hyssop that groweth out of 
the wall” in contrast to the majestic 
cedar, but it was regarded assuch in, 
the utilitarian sense as the poor 
man's food available to all. 

And although the “Tora” of “Tora 
and Flora" does not include the 
New Testament | am convinced that 
what John ate was not the Insect but 
the carob, which was at. everyone's: 
disposal, as was the wild honey, 

LL RABINOWITZ 
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FOLLOW THE SOFTWARE 


TO ISR 


AEL... 


A.T.L. 


PROJECT MANAGERS 
9-12 years of experience which includes the design & 
development of large on-line systems. Should be familiar 
with IBM technologies mainframe/minicomputer 


Advanced Technology Ltd. 
Atidim, Neve Sharet Devora Haneviast. - 
ΡΟΒ 13045 Tel-Aviv Israel Tel:03-474213 ‘Telex:34262) ATL IL 


Israel is rapidly becoming one of the world's largest software centers. An increasing 
number of job openings await you in Israel at Advanced Technology Ltd., israel's 
Software House. 


Allow us to introduce ourselves: 
We are the largest software house in Israel, with a staff of over 2U0 professionals, 
dn our main branch in Israel and in our international branches, our staff are 
engaged in developing large-scale civilian and military projects, both for the local 
Israeli market and for export to customers the world over. 


Work on these projects involves the utilisation of the very latest technological tools - 
this should certainly present you with a real challenge. 


In addition to the unlimited sphere of development projects, our company also acts 
as marketing representative for many of the world's leading names in standard 
software products. To date, over 600 of our products have been installed in Israel. 


If you can meer our demanding professional requirements, we can promise you an 
interesting job, a high salary, and assistance in your economic and social absorption 
in Israel. 


As a company that is active on a worldwide scale, we will be able to engage you for 
an initial three-month trial period at one of our branches in the U.S.A. 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR: 
SYSTEM - ANALYSTS 


5 + years of experience in programming and design of 
complicated systems environment: 


systems, + IBM OS/DOS including CICS 
- Minicomputers 
SALES-REPRESENTATIVES - Real-Time systems 
3 +years of Aad in selling softwate products / - Micro-computers 
systems on OS/DOS, S/34, 5238, VAX Environment. + Comniunication systems 
- IBM S/38 


APPLICATION PROGRAMMERS: 
2 + years experience in programming 
Desired experience 

- COBOL under OS/DOS 
ROSCOE/TSO; VOLLIE/ICCF 


Our representative will be in New York in mid.June 1982, (6/15/82 - 6/30/82). 

We ave interested in interviewing you for potential einployment. 
PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUME IMMEDIATELY OR CONTACT 
᾿ Mr. EVYATAR SHAYEVITS geen 


Advanced Technology Int, NEW YORK 
C/O TADIRAN 909 THIRD AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 
(212) 486-3377, TELEX 236640 TWX 710-4379 GTEL NYK 
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First world publication! 


David Roberts: The Holy Land 


Special pre-publication offer 


Terra Sancta Arts, Ltd. is proud 
ἢ to announce the publication, as 
ε of July, 1982, of tha complete 
work of 19th-century artist 
David Roberts, The Holy Land 
contains: 123 full-colour 
facsimile lithographs (90 in their 
. original size) photographed from 
the 1842 first edition of hand- 
coloured prints now found in the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
Library, London. 
The 1982 edition is a 388-page 
volume, size 24 x 1. ϑόπι (95 x 
134°), printed on superior quality, 
170-gram paper, with boxed, 
gold-stamped binding. 


the Holy Land encountered by 
Roberts in the mid-19th century. 
Opposite each work is a current, 
colour photograph ofeach tableau 
as it appears today. 
Accompanying text is excerpted 
from Robert's private journal of 
his 1839 trip to the Middla East, 
with introductions by Mayor 
Teddy Kollek of Jerusalem and 
Professor Menashe Har-El,. , 
Pre-publication price: a special offer 
for readers of The Jerusalem Post 


TO: THE JERUSALEM PosT, 
(In North America) 120 East 
NY 10022 

{All other countries) P.O.Box 81, 91000 Jerusalem, Israel 


Pleasa send me David Roberts: The Holy Land, Payment is 
enclosed. ($75 per copy). 


Name... 
Address . 
City..... 


56th Street, New York, 


US$75 
This offer good unul June 25, 1982. 
'Price Includes delivery by sea mail. 
Books will be shipped in July, 1982. 
Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. To 
order, fill out the form below, and 
sand it, with yuur cheque, to The 
Jerusalam Post. In North America, 
write: 120 East 56th Streel, New 
York, NY 10022. All othar countries: 
P.0.Box 81, 91000 Jerusalam, Israel. 


ee πρῶ 


REAL ESTATE 

& INVESTMENTS LTD. 

EXCLUSIVE SALES CONSULTANTS 
23 RAMBAN ST. JERUSALEM 92422 
ISRAEL TEL. 02-634329, 660751 


Na’amat-Pioneer Women “Timon” Vocational High Schoo! Fashion Show 


To mark tha and of the school year. and to demonstrate their new skills, students at the “TIMON” Girls’ 
Vocational High School in Haifa (one of the network of vocational schools in Israel maintained by Na‘amat- 
Pioneer Women) helu a fashion show at which they modelled their own creations before an appreciative 
audience of parents, teachers and representatives of Na‘amat, the Histadrut and the Ministry of Education. 


{Communicated} 
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Each lithograph depicts a scene of 


HOME NEWS 


Bigger loans for homes 


By CHARLES HOFFMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Housing Minister David Levy last 
week unnounced hikes in govern- 
ment mortgages of 50 to 150 per 
cent. 

The rise in aid for most categories 
exceeded the increase in the 
building costs and went far beyond 
the rise in flat prices since last 
November, when the aid was last in- 
creased, 

Aid for young couples is to go up 
by 50-80 per cent; for immigrant 
families by more than 70 per cent: 
and for those in Project Renewal. 
and in substandard housing by over 
150 per cent. 

The increases take effect June 16, 
retroactive for those who bought 
flats since May 25, 

Speaking to reporters in 
Jerusalem, Levy suid that the large 
Increases were aimed not only at 
helping solve their housing 
Problems, but also at Stimulating 
construction. He asserted that the 
extensive construction programme 
of the ministry in the last three years 
has kept housing prices down by 
maintaining an abundant supply of 
new flats. 


Aid lo young couples in the most 
needy circumstances was increased 


by 50 per cent; it was raised by’ 


about 150 per cent when mortgage 
levels were last adjusted. The level 
for such couples is now (18660,000 
{about $30,000) in Jerusalem and 
1$550,000 in other areas. 


Mortgage aid to young couples in 
less needy circumstances was raised 
by an average of 80 per cent — to 
reach 18350,000 in Jerusalem and 
1S280,000 in. other areas. 


The average price of αὶ two-and-a- 
half-to.three-room {]at in-Jerusalem 
during the first three months of the 
year was 1$695,000, according to 
the Central Bureau of Statistics, In 
the Dan Region the same size flat 
cost 1S663,000 during this period. 


For an immigrant family of two to 
four persons, the maximum aid 
available now is [$680,000 in 
Jerusalem and [S560,000 elsewhere: 
for a family of five to eight persons, 
1S760,000 in Jerusalem and IS650, 
000 elsewhere; for the larger im- 
migrant famities, this sum amounls 
to about 65 per cent of the average 
price of ἃ four-room flat. 


Pleasant surprise 


STAFFERS OF the fund-riising 
department of The Jerusalem Past 
were pleasantly surprised, on 
returning [rom vacation, 10 discuver 
a huge stack of mailed contributions 
to The Jerusalem Post Toy Fund, 
“Forsake Me Not" and the Tsofia 
Fund. 


FORSAKE IE NOT” 


“Forsake Me Not" donations 
that arrived during our absence 
totalled 1$31,710.50, bringing the 
fund so far to [$1,321,609,96, 


@ 


1S6,000 In the name of our parents — Riva 
and Abe Nurick, Tel Aviv . 

[$3,070 In honour of the 901th birthday of Dr. 
Alexander Walk, who came to Israel from 
Germany in 1939 and practised medicine in 
Beit Hakerem for 40 years — Members of 
his family (151,000, Hans and Trude Berger, 
Tivon; 18360, Prof. Joseph Walk and Ada 
Walk, Jerusalem; 1§300, Dr. Ralph Spira 
and Mirium Spira, Tel Aviv; [$250, Mrs. 
Resi Berger, Jerusalem; [5200 Gideon and 
Nomi Berger, Amsterdam; 18200, Pessach 
and Ruth Grupper, Ailit; 1S180, Mashe and 
Miriam Pollak, Givaialm; [5180 Harry and 
Barbel Laufer, Masuot Yitzhak; 1150, 
Rudi and Anal Epuein, Ashkelon; 5250 
Sigi and Hannn Seligman, Haifa). 

S100in loving memory of Abraham Sem- 
melman of Haifa — his sister Sara, brother 
Motle and wife Pesse, nieces and nephews 
of Los Angeles. Jewish Con; Tegation, 
Sisterhood of Fort Belvoir, Virginia. In 
honour of the 7th birthday of my sister, 
Mrs. Flossie Dorsey — Beatrice Copeland, 
Sarasola, ΕἸ. 

DM200 In honour of my daughter [lanil, who 
hos been saved through the Almighty, He 
be praised ond honoured forever ~ L. 
Gimpel, Munich, 


Aus. $50 In memory of our late parents, Dr. 


Adolf and Elise Joachim, and Adolf and - - 


Lina Zwinger — Dr, Hans Zwinger, 
Camberwell, Australia. 


550 Sam Levinson, Fullerton, Ca, In memory 
of our Aunt Chaya Zajac of Tel Aviv, in the 
hope thal the elderly eliizens of Israel might 
enjoy some mensure of the independence 
and dignily she so cherished — Irving, 
Michele, Ayala and Adina Zoltan, New 
Rochelle, N.Y, 

1S 1,000 In memory of my husband Jacob 
Koerbel (first askara) and my mother Anna 
Gulter (upcoming askara) — Shoshana R. 
Koerbel, Tel Aviv (fourth contribytion). 

1860 Mitzva money on our (rip to Israel — 
Mone and Sylvia Podolak, New York, 


DM% To honour Axel Springer (Berlin) on 


his 70th birthday — Max Levy, ἢ 


. Frankfurt/M., W, Germany, 
18600 Anonymous, Tel Aviv, ' 
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S25Harrs and Rosaluie Marvin, Killingworth, 
Cv ber the needs -- 1 Orlow. 
Philadelphig, PA. In inemory of our parents 

ac Kuoperstein — Beutrice 

e Abrams. Nedturd, Ma, Deborah 

μαι, Cumbridge, Mn. 

my brothers and sisters — ALL 
ere. Hier David Gein. 


and Juhanin — Dr Ρ Gilaser, 


Salad 
IS400 M.M.‘s 80th birthday — Beth Joles 
Parents Home, Hila. 
3 id Betly Sucks, Buttinwre, Md. 
of Iweph fernstein Family. 
Milwaukee — Prof Renee Lang. 
Milwe Wis 


Folland — Reginu Thaus, Jerusnlem. M. J. 
Ν. and M., Tel Aviv. 
1S200 In he Γ 


The Toy Fund is now well on the 
way (0 altaining the million shekel 
goul. Together with the most recent 
contributions of 
184,735.24, it now 
slands αἱ 
15910,816.10, 

Late summer 
visitors to the 
Jerusalem Bib- 
lical Zoo will 
be able to see the 
first stages of 
reconstruction on 
The Jerusalem Post Toy Fund 
Monkey House project. New hous- 
ing for the baboons comes first. 
But it will take a lot more founds to 
complete the project! "5" 

Contribution to funds should be 
uddressed to The Jerusalem Post. 
P.O.B. 81, 91000 Jerusalem, Israel. 

Latest Foy Fund contributions in- 
clude: 


152,000 In memory of Avi Pascall — Nurick 
Family, Tel Aviv. ε 

520 Beth Israel Nursery School, Children’s 
Teedaha Fund, Worcester, MA.. τὰ 

ΣΙΒ Happy Futher’s Day to Saba — Nir δι 
Ora, Gak Park, Mi. Hyman and Belly 
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Sacks, Baltimore, Mu. ort 


{S254 Anonymous, Jerusalem. 

1S250 M.J.N. ἃ M., Tel Aviv. 

1S100 Anonymous, Halfa. Barbara Ginsberg 
Jerusalem. Ene 

1S80 Bridge with Nachman, Relsky and Etta 
— Shoshana R. Koerbel, Tel Aviv. - 

1518 Anonymous, (2 times), Jerusalem. 

TSiQ Martin Grossman, Jerusalem. 
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Hits op aaron 


THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Begin says ‘No’ to Weizman return 


By SARAH HONIG 

Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin has effectively 
halted moves among some Herut 
cireles to bring former defence 
minister Ezer Weizman back into 
the party. 

Begin has made it clear that he 
does not want Weizman back and 
will oppose any such proposal. The 
man behind the “bring-Weizman- 
back’ moves, Deputy Prime 
Minister David Levy, said last week 
that for the time being, Weizman 
will not δὲ returning to Herut, 
“because the prime minister's stand 
counts a great deal, und decides the 
matter in fact." 

Sources close to Begin pointed 
out thal there is “no great change in 
the political situation since the time 
Weizman's membership in Herut 
wus suspended, and hence there is 
no reason to bring him back." 

It was stressed that Weizman's 
personal attitude towards Begin 
was hostile, and that he used to 
refer to him insultingly behind his 
back, ἢ 

Levy had been quietly promoting 
a Weizman return with any eye to 
using that as a means to black the 
advance of Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon as a possible heir-apparent 
to Begin, Herut insiders explain. 
Weizman himself, they say, regrets 
his anti-Begin moves and was 
“more thin interested" in returning 
to Herut and ending his political ex- 
ile. 


Ezer Weizman 


But Herut sources said a 
Weizman return would require his 
Signature on a declaration affirming 
“acceptance of basie Herut credos 
and loyalty tw the territorial in- 
tegrity of Eretz Yisrael." 

Weizman is not trusted on either 
count, and if he wants to further his 
interests in the purty, he would de 
well lo issue such a declaration un- 
ilalerally, top Herut sources suid. 

The Herut secretariat lust week 
added its own stamp of approval to 
the Begin refusal to allow Weizman 
back. The |5-member body un- 
animously rejected Weizman's re- 
entry into the party. 

Meanwhile Interior Minister 
Yosef Burg, leader of the Nationiat 
Religious Party, hus predicted that 
the next elections would be ad- 
vaneed to May or June, 1983, 

NRP sources have been saving 
that the 19%3 dale has in eftect 
alrendy been agreed on with the 
Likud, and Burg's wards last week 
underscored these reports. 

He argued that if Telem does not 


enter the coalition, this will ac- 
celerate the calling of early elec- 
tions. The contacts between Telem 
and the coalition have stalled and 
have been put off for several days. 
The official Telem line is that the 
difficulties stem from Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin's refusal 
to subscribe tu the late Moshe 
Daynn’s unilateral autonomy iden. 
But sources in Telem admit unol- 
ficiully that the reul problem is the 
fact that no portfolio can he found 
for Telem, which his lwo seats in 
the Knesset. 

In another political development 
last Week the leftist Mapum took ils 
threals to sever its Alignment with 
Labour a step further when the 500- 
member party centre voted to ins 
clude the question of its continued 
existence on the agenda of the party 
convention, which upens on June 
30, The convention is empowered to 
terminate the Alignment. 

The centre also approved 
previous decisions by smaller party 
forums to oppose vigerously the 
deul between the Labour Party and 
the two MKs who defected last 
month fram the Likud — Amnon 
Linn und Yitzhak Peretz. 

Mapam‘s pro-Alignment: MK 
Imri Ron said that “a strong Align- 
ment is the only alternative to the 
Likud, but with people hke Linn 
and Peretz coming in, the platform 
is bound to change, grow in- 
creasingly similar tu the Likud’s and 
resull in the inevitable break-up of 
the Alignment." 


Dr. Shmuel Penhas, director-general of the Hadassah Medical 


Organization, explains the workings of the hospital's computer centre 


to the visiting Egyptian delegation. 


(Zyom 771 


A medical ‘wall’ opens 


By ISRAEL AMRANI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The prospects for close medical 
cooperation between Israel and 
Egypt seem very good, Health 
Minister Eliezer Shostak said 
last week, after a meeting at his of- 
fice in Jerusatem with the first 
Egyptian medical delegation to visit 
Israel, 


The four-man Egyptian delega- 
lion is headed by National Health 
Council Chairman Dr, Aziz Huli. 

“The wall separating the medical 
Systems of the two countries has fal- 
len,” Shostak said. He referred to 
Past Egyptian reluctance to 
cooperate on health matters, noting 
that three years ago, the Egyptian 
Medical Associalion had 
denounced the peace treaty with 
Israet, 

Shostak told The Jerusalem Post 
later that there would be 
Cooperation in ‘‘medical tourism,” 
including visits to spas and the ex- 
change of hospital patients. 

Another subject for cooperation, 
said Shostak would be medical 
research. 

Medical technology and drug 
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manufacturing was another field 
for partnership. The visitors had 
said Egypt was interested in joint 
projects. 

Hadassah will grant two full 
scholarships for studies at its School 
of Public Health to two Egyptian 
students, Hadassuh Medical 
Organization Director-General 
Shmuel Penhas announced after a 
visit by the Egyptian medical 
delegation to the two Hadassah 
hospitals in Jerusalem. 

A report from Cairo says that 
Israel's Industry and Trade Minister 
Gideon Patt, in Egypt for economic 
talks, has been informed by Egyp- 
tian Economic Minister Fuad 
Hashim that his country will station 
a commercial atlache at its Tel Aviv 
embassy, beginning in August. 
Israel has maintained such an at- 
tache in its Cairo embassy since its 
opening three years ago. 

The most concrete result of the 
visit so far is the immediate expan- 
slon of opportunities for trade with 
the Egyptian public sector, which 
absorbs 80 per cent of all imports. 
Abu Zaghala has issued a directive 
permilting the public sector to trade 
with Israel without any restrictions. 
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sia Security zone 


for divided 
town 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
RAFAH. — Army bulldozers were 
lust. week clearing the rubble of 
refugees’ former homes. and 
soldiers were installing posts for a 
fence along u security strip which is 
to cul through this town, divided 
last. April when Israel withdrew 
fram Sinai. 

Entire blocks of huts built closely 
to each other were demolished to 
clear the two-km.-long, 50-metre- 
wide strip. [t will include three rows 
of fences and a patrol road: 

According to u senior source in 
the civilian administration here, 
some 220 of the 283 families living 
along the strip have agreed to move. 
In some places, residents were seen 
tearing down walls block by block 
lo re-use the material in building 
their new homes on land given to 
them on the sand dunes of Tel 
‘Sultan, another quarter of Rafah. 
Each refugee was also given some 
1S40,000 to build a new home. 

But the government faces negotix- 
lions with 28 non-refugee families 
who are resisting eviction. The 
veteran residents have spurned an 
offer of 18200,000 per family. 

The decision to clear the strip was 
made after the authorities realized 
that the concertina barbed wire 
they had laid in alleys and on roofs 
of houses straddling the border was 
nol enough to prevent infiltration. 
The border could also easily be 
scaled by crossing over the roof- 
tops, a military source said. 

Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
has agreed to allow 35 people tb 
cross into Israel for three (ὁ five 
days al a time. They include 
teachers and post-office clerks 
working on-the {sraeli side. : 
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BENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA 
FOR YOUTH 
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6 Volumes— Deluxe leatherette 
linding—embossed in gold. 
Thousands of beautiful llustrations— 
many In full color 
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sclence. sports, politics and all other walks of life? 
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BACKGROUND 


Intelligence chief assesses 
Gulf war’s impact on Israel 


By DAVID BERNSTEIN 
Post Mideast Affairs Reporter 
Israel has no firm reason to 

believe that the Arab states have 
changed their basic hostility 
towards Israel, OC Military [ntel- 
ligence Aluf Yehoshua Sagny said 
last week, 

Speaking to Arab Affairs 
reporters at a briefing in Tel Aviv to 
mark next Sunday's Intelligence 
Corps Day, Saguy noted that. hile 


the very real threat of Sovi τ΄ 


lervention in the Gulf against the 
background of the [ran-Iraq war 
made such a shift in attitude 
“logical,’” he had received no infor- 
eric to suggest that it had occur- 
red. 

Saguy devoted a considerable 
part of his briefing to the latest 
developments in the Gulf War. 
These, he admitted, had con- 
founded many analysts — including 
Israelis — who had failed to take 
sufficient account of the morale and 
motivation of the two combatants. 

Nevertheless, despite Iran’s latest 
successes, he still tended to dismiss 
speculation that an ultimate Iraqi 
defeat would spark a Khomeini- 
style Shi'a revolution in the Gulf 
and perhaps even beyond — a con- 
cern thal is currently gripping many 
states In the area, including Egypt. 

Saguy believes that an Iranian 
victory, which he said now appears 
virtually assured, will probably re- 
main confined ἰο Iran itself. There 
is, however, the possibility of a 
limited incursion into southern Iraq, 
in the yicinity of Basra, if Irag fails 
to withdraw from the Iranian ter- 
ritory it is stil! holding in the 
northern sector of the front, he said. 

Iran’s main goal now is the 
overthrow of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, Saguy noted, and the 
Iranians would be unlikely to stop 
fighting before they had achieved 
this goal. 

As for the likelihood of their 
achieving this goal, Saguy pointed 
out that Hussein now has a price on 
his head and is thus vulnerable, 
Also, he has done little to enhance 
his sense of security by engaging his 
country in a disastrous war, and 
ruining its once thriving economy. 

For all that, Saguy said, there are 
no signs yet of any serious opposi- 
tion to Saddam's regime among 
Iraq's Shi'a majority — or, for that 
matter, from the ranks of the 
humiliated Iraqi army, Saguy noted, 


Yehoshua Saguy 


however, that 13 of Iraq's 15 divi- 
sions are still tied up in the war, and 
any reckoning with Saddam from 
that, quarter, if it comes, would 
probably come only after the 
fighting has ended. 

On Lebanon, Saguy said the PLO 
in the south of the country was to- 
day much more strongly ensconced 
than it had been prior to last July's 
cease-fire, 

[t had, he noted, acquired and ab- 
sorbed large quantities of heavy 
arms, including some 80 tanks 
{among them, fairly recent Sovict T- 
55s), 130mm artillery pieces, many 
more of the latest multi-barrel 
Katyusha rocket launchers, and 
halftrack-mounted Sam-9 anti 
aircraft missiles." It had also built 
deep tunnels some 150-200 metres 
into South Lebanon's hillsides, as 
well as bomb-shelters, 

All this, Saguy said, had un- 
doubtedly improved the PLO's 
ability to withstand both Israeli air 
strikes and a possible land offensive. 

Nevertheless, he had no doubt of 
Israel's capacity to deal with the 
situation — although he declined to 
be drawn out on whether the PLO's 
military might in South Lebanon 
could be completely smashed, the 
solution suggested by Chief of Steff 
Rav-Aluf Raphael Eitan last week. 

On the possibility of Syrian in- 
tervention in the event of hostilities 
in South Lebanon, Suguy predicted 
that this was entirely likely 88 long 
as Damascus could be certain that 
the fighting would remain confined 
to Lebanon and would not spill over 
into Syria itself. 


IDF replies to critics on moral code 


The IDF chief education officer, 
Tat-Aluf Avi Zohar, last week cast 
doubt on the motives that led a 
number of his predecessors to send 
a letter on May.22 to the chief of 
staff, saying they were “apprehen- 
sive and distressed" about recent 
reports of violations of the IDF un- 
written moral code governing 
restraint in the use of weapons. 

The reference, was to incidents on 
the West Bank in which Arabs have 
been killed during demonstrations 
quelled by the defence forces. . 

_ Zohar said that the signatories, 
integrity was placed in -question 
since their letter had- been sent to 
the media, which it reached -even 
before Chief οἵ Staff Rav-Aluf 
Refael Eitan received it. . 

“Apparently the purpose of the 
letter was to make it public, not 
necessarily to correct: errors,” 
Zohar sald. For that reason, he said, 
he was replying to the signatories in 


the same manner. His letter appears 
in the recent issue of Ba'mahaneh, 
the IDF weekly. 
.. By calling.,on, the IDF to be 
“meticulous in guarding the moral 
principles which have. inspired the 
education’ of soldiers ‘and. com- 
manders al ali times;-even the most 
difficult,” were the signatories 
implying that the IDF was now not 
meticulous, Zohar asked. Further- 
More, were they also implying thet 
these principles longer inspire! 
education in the IDF, he asked. 
Soldiers called upon to quell 
violence on the West Bank do 39 
with not a little .soul-searching, | 
Zohar sald, when they have to make 
immediate decisions in complex and: 
delicate situations.- Because they 
are meticulous in guarding tte IDF 
moral code, the number of its viola- 
tions has never been smaller and (he 
investigation of them has been 


speedy and thorough, Zohar said. 
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COMMENTARY 


Arms at any price? 


ISRAEL has recently achieved 
prominence in the Western media, 
particularly in the U.S. and Britain, 
following allegations and revela- 
tions about its arms sales to certain 
countries with undemocratic 
regimes. 

Israeli arms sales are reportedly 
continuing, through a variety of 
imaginative stratagems to Argen- 
tina, where thousands of the 
regime's critics have over the years 
been murdered or have disap- 
peared.The Argentine junta's un- 
provoked invasion of the Falkland 
Islands has led to war with 
democratic Britain, where the press 
and public have taken up the hue 
and cry against Israel’s continued 
arming of the enemy. The sales have 
Caused great unease among the 
600,000-strong Anglo-Jewish com- 
munity. 

Isracli arms sales to the fun- 
damentalist Moslem regime of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, who has also 
executed thousands of his oppo- 
nents, Including Jews, and who is 
fighting back an Iraqi invasion, have 
prompted sharp reaction from 
Washington; after all, neither the 
U.S. Government nor the American 
public had forgotten America's 
protracted humiliation in the 
Teheran embassy hostage episode. 

Israel's arms industries have 
burgeoned over the past decade, 
with production lines churning out 
main battle tanks, advanced fighter 
interceptors and a range of missiles, 
artillery and light arms. No country 
suffering from a lack of raw 
materials as Israel does has set up 
And maintained such large arms in- 
dustries. i 

In its desire to finance these in- 
dustries, Israc! has quite naturally 
found itself seeking markets abroad 
for their output, and government of- 
ficials say that Israel's arms eaports 
this year may amount to some 
51.320. 

But in the campaign to market 
the Gabriels and Kfirs and Galils, 
Israel has found itself constrained 
by its political position in the inter- 
national arena and other geo- 
political realities. Many countries 
are wary of buying Israeli products, 
and particularly Israeli arms, for 
fear of the Arab boycott and the 
standing threst of economic and 
political sanctions, 

Israel’s traditional friends in the 
democratic West mostly produce 
their own weapons or buy from 
each other for a variety of commer- 
cial and military reasons, and the 
countries under Soviet sway shun 
Israel as an arms supplier for 
reasons of ideological purity and 
weapons uniformity. 


ALL THIS, as one Israeli official 
explained, has meant that {srael 
perforce has had to direct its arms 
export drives towards the Third 
World and, more particularly, those 
groupings in the Third World with 
the relative financial liquidity to af- 
ford modern weaponry. This has 
Meant, according to foreign press 
reports, primarily South and 
Central America, and oil-rich 
countries such as Iran and reported- 
ly Indonesia and Nigeria. 

“We would like to sell to fily- 
white, uncontroversial 
democracies, But what can we do? 
Except for recently reported ex- 
ceptional cases — such as anti-tank 
@mmunition sales to Switzerland — 
they won't buy from us, So we'sell 
to dictatorships, pariah states — 


countries we do not normally class . 
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among our friends,” said one Israeli 
official. 

fronically, on his return to Israel 
from the U.S., Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon snid that he had felt 
the need to make his revelations 
about the Iranian arms sulc, 
becouse he had to rebulf exug- 
gerated und inspired reports which 
were “an uttempt to present Isrucl 
us a country willing to supply arms 
lo anyone.” 

But Isracl, secording to some 
observers, has become almost that: 
a country willing lo supply arms 10 
almost anyone — including the 
Khomeini regime, which almost dai- 
ly calls for tsrael’s destruction; 
which once dispatched volunteers 
to Lebanon to help the PLO fight 
“the Zionist enemy,"’ and which may 
one day physically contribute to the 
Rejectionist Arab states in a Jihad 
against the Jewish State, 

Because of the pressing need for 
dollars to maintain the military in- 
dustrial production lines, which 
must be kept functional to produce 
what the IDF needs, Israeli arms 
sale policy has been largely deter- 
mined by economic exigencies 
rather than guided by political con- 
siderations. Israel, for example, 
reportedly continued to sell Galil ci- 
Mes and other items to the Somoza 
regime in Nicaragua long after the 
Americans had shut the military- 
financial tap although Somoza's 
regime was about to fall, and its 
Sandinista successors would 
naturally hold the sales against 
Israel. ᾿ 

In fact, Israeli arms sales to Latin 
American and other countries have 
gone forward over the strong objec- 
tions of the Foreign Ministry in re- 
cent years, it has been reliably 
learned. 


SOME POWERS, such as the 
Soviet Union, clearly subordinate 
their arms sales Lo general political 
policy. They sell or give arms as a 
lool with which to prise open cer- 
tain states to their influence and, 
afterwards, through the client 
state's need for re-supply and parts, 
keep it within the Soviet orbil. 
Israel, on the contrary, seenis to 
have an arms sale policy subor- 
dinated almost purely to economic 


᾿ calculationa with certain arms sales 


clearly, in the short or long lerms, 
militating against what some of- 
ficials see as the political interests of 


_ Tereel. 


.to this rule. According to foreign 
ypress reports, Israel has used and is 


Israeli relations with certain 
African states may be an exception 


trying to use ils military expertise, 
and perhaps arms, much in the way 
the Soviets normally do — to open 
up these states to the producer 
state's influence, and to receive, in 
exchange, political benefits. 

What has surprised foreign 
diplomats in Israel in recent weeks 
has been Israel's unprecedented 
“openness” about and confirmation 
of recent arms deals. ἔπ 
Washington, Sharon, without prior 
sanction by the cabinet or prime 
minister, confirmed that Isracl has 
sold military equipment to 
Khomeini. Almost in the same 
breath, and just following the dis- 
covery of un Israeli arms shipment 
in the belly of an Ecuadorean cargo 
plane parked in New York's Ken- 
nedy alrport, Sharon confirmed 
Israeli arms sales — including air- 
to-air missiles and bombs — to 
Ecuador (while denying that they 
were destined for Argentina), 

Only days earlier, in a speech to 
students at Bar-Ilan University, the 
prime minister announced that 
Israel had completed a $220m. arms 
deal with the Swiss defence es- 
tablishment. (Begin's announce- 
ment drew a swift retort from a 
Swiss government spokesman (hat 
the only deal signed between the 
two countries occurred Inst year 
und involved only $36m. worth of 
anti-tunk ammunition.) 

And lastly, regarding Argentina, 
Israeli spokesmen confirmed that 
urms deals had occurred helween 
the Imo countries in the past and 
implied that some further arms, in 
line with contractual obligations 
entered into by Israel, were still in 
the pipeline. 


THE SPATE of announcements by 
Israeli leaders about arms deals with 
various countries drew the sugges- 
tion from cabinet veteran Yosef 
Burg, at last week's special 
cabinet meeting, that in future, 
statements about Israeli arms sales 
should be issued only after they had 
been approved in an “authorized 
forum, 

But beyond the problem of who 
should decide about arms sales an- 
nouncements, ate more basic 
problems — how it is decided what 
arms {srae! should sell, to whom and 
when. 

According to cabinet sources, all 
Israeli arms sales must be upproved 
by the Ministerial Defence Com- 
mittee. 

But reliable sources have in- 
dicated that this only applies to 
major or politically very sensitive 
deals. Minor soles apparently go 
through after approval only of the 
Isrneli defence establishment and 
the prime minister, aNer consulta- 
tion with the foreign minister. It is 
possible that some of these sales 
have received the ex post facta ap- 
proval of the Ministerial Defence 
Committee, but it is unclear 
whether this has been the case in all 
minor sales. 

The presaure and power of the 
defence establishment, eager to 
earn dollars to cover the 
maintenance and expansion of its 
industries, which feed the IDF, are 
apparently far stronger than any 
argument the Foreign Ministry and 
strictly political experts can muster. 


The writer is the Diplomatic 
Reporter of The Jerusalem Post. 
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IT IS DIFFICULT to believe that 
only [5 years have passed since the 
Six Day War. Those drama-filicd 
days of June 1967, when ‘Jerusalem 
of Gold” was on everyone's lips, 
secm to be almost a lifetime away, 
part of another world or at least 
another generation, 

Most Israclis look back on the 
war and its aftermath as a great 
national turning-point, although few 
agree on what it fepresents. Some 
view it as the providential realiza- 
tion of our national destiny; others 
contend that the almost-accidental 
acquisition of territory was given an 
ex post facto ideological framework 
which has shaped almost everything 
that has happened since. Some see 
in it the seeds of our current 
national difficulties and discontents, 
including the trauma of the Yom 
Kippur War. Others point to it as 
the time when Menachem Begin’s 
political fortunes began to change, 
as Levi Eshkol brought him out of 
the political wilderness and into the 
National Unity Goverament. 

Not everyone remembers the 
climate in these days, when Mapam. 
Housing Minister Mordechai Ben- 
tov talked of Judea and Samaria a3 
“being kept in safe-keeping for 
King Hussein until he is ready to 
take them back.” And when the 
National Religious Party 
represented one of the most 
moderate of forces, and party 
leader Haim Moshe Shapiro told 
the NRP*s 1968 convention that ter- 
ritorial compromise was necessary. 

‘That initial willingness for almost 
unilateral concessions wilted with 
the passage of time in the face of 
Arab intransigence and hatred. To 
discover how things were viewed at 
the time, we talked to four members 
of the Eshkol government — Moshe 
Carmel, the Ahdut Ha'avoda 
minister of transport; Mapai's 
Ya'acov Shimshon Shapiro, the 
justice minister; Dr. Zerah Warhaf- 
lig of the NRP, the minister for 
religious affairs; and Abba Eban; 
then the Mapai foreign minister, 
and today the only member of the 
National Unity Government other 
than Begin still in the front rank of 
Political life. 


MOSHE CARMEL is a hale and 
hearty 71-year-old who still retains 
the upright bearing and delivery one 
would expect of one of our senior 
commanders in the War of 
Independence, We met in his third- 
floor office at the Labour Party 
headquarters on Tel Aviv's Rehoy 
Hayarkon, talking of the dramatic 
days of May and June; 15 years ago.. 

From the outset of the “waiting 
period,” Carmel had assumed the 
most hawkish position (in thase 
days he was called an activist) inthe 
Eshkol cabinet, and had pressed for 
Israel 10 take the military initiative, 

“T saw Israel's very survival hang- 
ing in the balance, Nasser had. 
100,000 soldiers deployed close to our. 
borders, he had 300 planes and had 
created a casus belli by closing the 
Straits of Tiran. [t was my assump- 
tion that should the Egyptians strike 
first they would destroy our air- 
fields, our bridges and highways and 
our essentiat industrial centres, and 
our existence would be imperilled. 1 
remember a crilical meeting with 
Chief-of-Staff Yitzhak Rabin, when: 
an army runner dashed in 
breathless, carrying a message. 
Rabin left immediately for GHQ, 
and Eshkol showed me the note. It 
reported three Egyptian planes fly- 
ing over the Dimona reactor. 


τ “Opinion in the cabinet began to 


shift in’ my direction, after i had 
been isolated for some time because 
Eban kept sending optimistic 
teparta on impending diplomatic 
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June 1967: the 


way we were 


Four former ministers discuss the days 
before and after the Six Day War with 


Post Political Correspondent MARK SEGAL. 


(Above) Carmel and Eban, at the ΟΝ. (Below) Shapiro; ‘We did all we could to 
avoid war.’ (Right) Warhaftig: a call for negotiations ‘on everything.’ 


moves.” Carmel said he was sup- 
ported by Labour Minister Yigal AL 
lon and Minister without Portfolio 
Yisrael Galili, but Bentov, Shapiro 
and Warhaftig were adamant in 
pressing the political option. 

“They feared massive bloodshed, 
with Warhaftig saying, ‘! have three 
sons in the paratroops. Belicve me, 
I'm not just worried about their fate 
but that of all our young men. As 
long as there is a chance of a 
political solution we must do all we 
can in that direction.” 

In Carmel's view, Eshkol's 
method of running the cabinet was 
to blame, “It was hyper-democratic. 
True, Ben-Gurion was also a 
democrat, but when he had reached 
a décision on a life-and-death issue 
like this, he would bring his con- 
siderable influence to bear on the 
other ministers. Eshkol didn't work 
that way; he sought a consensus 
before taking action,” 

The former minister conjured up 
the over wrought atmosphere in 
which the cabinet met on Sunday, 
June 4, 

“It wes clear by then that the 
political option had run its course. 
What tipped the scales was the 
report that Iraqi forces had entered 
Jordan, It was then that Eban said, 
‘I'm coming over to Carmel’s view,’ 
while Shapiro grudgingly shifted 
ground. 

The Ahdut Ha'avoda veteran 
spoke of “the combination of acon- 
spiracy between the NRP, Gahal 
and Refi which exploited the pan- 
icky mood as well as the collapse of 
resolve among such Mapai leaders 
as Reuven Barkatt, Akiva Govrin 
and Zalman Aranne. The only one 
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who saw things clearly and coolly 
was Golda. She knew that the reaults 
would be fateful. Indeed, we are 
paying for it to this day.” 

He had urged action a week 
before Dayan and the two Gahal 
ministers, Begin and the late Yosef 
Saphir were co-opted. Sitting 
beneath a portrait of Yigal Allon, 
with another of Golda Meir gazing 
down [rom the opposite wall, 
Carmel expressed his deep convic- 
tion that even if Dayan and the 
other two had not been at the June 4 
cabinet meeting, the decision to 
take pre-emptive action would have 
been adopted. 

“Dayan stole the glory from 
Eshkol, who as defence minister 
prepared the army, and from Rabin, 
who had produced the operational 
plans. The result was that his 
charisma expanded into a world- 
embracing phenomenon, until he 
was the best-known Israeli on earth. 
This allowed him to entrench his 
concepts, and we paid with blood 
for his Jeadership in 1973." 

I interposed with a question 
about the Likud-inspired story that 
it was Begin togelbar with Allon 
who prodded the cabinet into 
speeding up the liberation of the 
Old City, Carmel exploded: 

“Absolute rubbish! There is no 
foundation for ascribing credit to 
any particular miniater. The call 
came from ail members of the 
cabinet led by Eshkdl.” ° 

He wished to set the record 
Straight, : : 

‘What is not generally 
acknowledged is that while the 
public floated on a cloud of 


euphoria once the threat of an- 
oihilation was lifted and we sudden- 
ly found ourselves expanded with all 
those territories, the government 
was certainly quite sober. Soon 
after the end of the fighting, the 
cabinet deliberated about using the 
newly-acquired territories as a 
means of getting a lasting peace. 
The Arabs having paid so heavily, 
we had | iomethiog to offer — 
what [ater came to be called cards 
in the diplomatic poker game. We 
hoped the Arab states would, in 
return, be willing to make peace. ternational standpoints and that 
The cabinet discussed a proposalta such an order would not suffice. So 
give back all the territories in return we drafted an amendment to the ex. 
for peace.” ᾿ isting legislation, ordaining that the 
Subsequently, Allon formulated laws of Israel apply to East 
his famous plan. Jerusalem, It took effect overnight, 

“The cabinet never formally dis: —On-June-27; first the cabinet voted 
cussed it or adopted it as our own, and then the Knesset. I submitted 
but it was constantly at the back of my enabling amendment, and the 
our minds. [ think it is still very deputy minister of the interior, the 
much a valid solution to our {ate Dr. Ben-Meir, tabled his 
security problems." amendment to the municipal or- 
dinance, empowering the minister 
to extend the city’s boundaries at 


connected with Jerusalem's status 

Nineteen years later, Shapiro a 
justice minister found himself con- 
fronted with a new legal situation 
once the fighting subsided. 

“We found ourselves in pomes- 
sion of the entire West Bank plus 
the whole of Jerusalem. The 
simplest thing would have been to 
repeat what we did in 1948 with 
West Jerusalem, and have the 
minister of defence issue an order, 
But I appreciated that much more 
was involved from the legal and in- 


ESHKOL'S justice minister and 
learned counsel, Ya'acov Shimshon his discretion by issuing an order. 
Shapiro, sits behind a solid desk in Dr. Warhaftig presented hia bill for 
the imposing library on the ground protecting the holy places. All three 
floor of his house in Tel Aviv'’s measures passed their three 
Sderot Ben-Gurion, facing the readings that very evening, and 
home of the long-standing adver- were enacted almost unanimously, 
sary with whom he was reconciled with only the Communists against.” 
before his death. Possessing amore —-Picking up a blue-bound volume 
incisive mind than many men half of Israeli laws, the former minister 
his 79 years, Shapiro bristled at the regarded it fondly. “You see we 
notion that he could have ever regularized the situation without 
leaked reports from a cabinet much ado.” 

meeting, His thinking is as ordered 
as his solid bourgeois surroundings, 
and he is proud of being “a most 
Pedantic person.” 

To this day he regards Eshkol as 
having been “the best prime 
minister Israel ever had, and that in- 
cludes Ben-Gurion. True, he did 
not proclaim the establishment of 
the State like Ben-Gurion, but tak- 
ing Ben-Gurion’s Subsequent per- 
formance into account, 1 think 
Eshkol was a better premier.” 

Having virtually withdrawn from 
active politics since his retirement 
from office at the end of 
1973, when he was the first 
to demand Dayan’s resignation 
after the Yom Kippur War, Shapiro 
now ponders on history with a cer- 
tain calm. He is upset that certain 
notions have made such deep in- 
roads plus the Big Lie that laracl 
had sought war in 1967. 

“We did all we could to avoid it. 
Today some people talk as if the 
war with Nasser was a foregone + 
conclusion, The truth is that we the victory. Moshe Dayan'’s co” 
were all terribly apprehensive about option was of great importance 
the outcome. Didn't Eshkol beg because it raised the nations 
Hussein not to come in? And if Hus- morale. Eshkol failed to inspire the 
sein had stayed out, then East people with confidence and truat in 
Jerusalem would have remained his. his leadership. A good man but not 
But we certainly did all we could to good enough, for he failed to rise to 
keep Hussein out.” the occasion when the country was 

The former justice minister lost in crisis. : 
his cool at the mention of the story “Shapiro and I forced them to eX- 
of Begin's share in pushing for the pand the coalition and co-opt 
Old City’s liberation. “I'm atill Dayan, Begin and Saphir ... 1 
waiting for Begin to issue adenigl of three sons in the army and I 
that story. The cabinet assembled in visited. army units and 1 saw what 
ibe Knesset shelter, and it was was happening, although admittedly 
crystal clear by then that'we were the ‘wailing period’ played an im- 
out to free the whole of Jerusalem. portant political part on. our 
Begin played no particular role at behalf.” : ἽΝ 
all in that. If you compare the part © Dr. Warhaftig regretted the! 
he played with that of Motta Gur, Begin had broken up the | ἯΙ 
you'll find his was infinitesimal, Αἱ. Unity Government back in 1970. 
the most he might have said, ‘Mr. hoe had remained, perhaps we ἢ 
Prime Minister, we must take pos- have avoided what happened 
session ‘of Jerusalem,’ As if the 1973 ... It was a mistake from the 
premier hadn't thought of it! It’s ut- national point of view. # 4 
terly ridiculous.” possibly it was not from the open 

Shapiro is justifiably proud of the of his party Interests, After all, 
signal role he played in enshrining helped him bring the 
the special status of Jerusalem in power.” ᾿ : οἱ 
the country's [αν books. Hebecame - As to Begin’s role in the -Eshk' 
attorncy-goneral on July 2, 1948, government, Warhaftig.sald-it was 
and one of his major taska was to pre- “no different from that of the other 
vent all the likely legal explosions (Coatinged on mext Pag#) 0 


AT THE AGE OF 76, Dr. Zerah 
Warhaftig remains his genial 
sprightly self. As we sat in the main 
room of his home in Jerusalem's 
Rehavia, filled mainly with shelves 
of sacred books, he kept jumping up 
to make glasses of tea or to keep an 
eye on one of his 17 grandchildren 
who had been left in his care. 

Going back over 15 years, the 
then religious affairs minister com- 
pared Eshkol’s relaxed manner with 
Ben-Gurion's overpowering style of 
leadership. 

“Eshkol was a nice man, he knew 
how to defuse tensions and inject 
humour into heated discussions. He 
had considerable charm and could 
talk people round. 

“Golda? She was something else, 
Too simplistic for me; she disliked 
sophisticated discussions. In 1967 
she tried to block the formation of 
the National Unity Government, 
which to my mind contributed 1 
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THE SIX DAY WAR is fresh in 
Yitzhak Rabin's memory, He sees 
the war as a turning-point in Israel's 
history, and no doubt as a turning- 
point in his own carcer as well, The 
Yitzhak Rabin in the Knesset dining 
room last week was very different 
from the young, confident chief of 
staff of 15 years ago. Then the 
future could not have looked 
brighter. Today one senses that the 
memories are sweeter than the 
hopes. 
᾿ Rabin has an incisive analytical 
mind. An interview about the 1967 
war and his role in it was certain not 
to be a chatty affair. There would be 
no anecdotes. Just a cold, hard look 
at the facts and their consequences. 
~~-"Ehe-Six Day War, Rabin says, 
changed ‘the geo-political reality of 
the Middle East. After it, things 
could never be the same again. 
laracl, for the first time, acquired 
the cards with which it could 
negotiate its future. By conquering 
the Sinai, the West Bank, the Golan 
Heights and the Gaza Strip, Israel 
found a potentis! bargaining for- 
mula: territory for peace. It was a 
formula which was accepted by the 
Americans, and which paid divi- 
dends 12 years later with the signing 
of the Camp David Accords. 

Rabin’s most startling revelation 
during the interview was that in 
1974, when he was prime minister, 
Israe] turned down two offers of an 
accommodation with Jordan in ex- 
change for concessions on the West 
Bank. 

In the course of talks with Hus- 
sein (conducted, one suspects, by 
Rabin himself) the king said that he 
was prepared to offer peace on con- 
dition that Israel withdraw from all 
of the territory captured from 
Jordan in 1967, including 
Jerusalem, Hussein was also 
Prepared for a disengagement 
agreement if Israe! would withdraw 
to a point 12 kilometres west of the 
Jordan river — in other words, 
handed back the Jordan Valley. 

He refused to consider a peace 
agreement with Jordan in return for 
all of the West Bank, Rabin said, 
because he was convinced that Hus- 
sein could not be the first Arab 
leader to make peace and survive. 
The second, yes; not the first. After 
what happened in Egypt, he is more 
convinced than ever that his judg- 
ment was correct. “We would have 
given up everything and then Hus- 
sein’ would have fallen. He could 
never have survived a separate 
peace with Israel.” : 

Withdrawal from the Jordan 


How the M.E. 
was changed 


Yitzhak Rabin talks to The Post's Hirsh Good- 
man about some of the military decisions facing 


Israel’s leaders 


in June 1967 and of the 


political significance of Israel’s victory in the 


lightning war, 


would have given {israel no military 
advantage, was totally unnecessary, 
was not linked in any way to an un- 
derstanding beyond a disengage- 
ment agreement, and would have 
meant uprooting settlements. [t was 
asking too much and offering too 
little in return, Rabin felt. 

The U.S. did not exert any pres- 
Sure on the matter, because key 
Americans understood, as he did, 
that Egypt would have to be the 
leader in any compromise with 
Israel. Only if Egypt bluzed the trail 
would there be a realistic chance of 
peace. 


RABIN DOES NOT accept the 
thesis that the victory of 1967 hus 
proven lo be more of a curse thin a 
blessing. He recognizes that oc- 
cupation has cauged problems, but 
considers that the benefits far out- 
weigh the disadvantages, 

The Six Day War not only guve 
Israe] bargaining cards and the 
strategic depth provided by ter- 
ritorial acquisitions; it firmly 
cemented Israel's relationship with 
the U.S. Israel's restraint during the 
waiting period prior to the war 
demonstrated its responsibility to 
the world — in particular to the 
U.S.; and the outcome of the war 
led to the development of the first 
clear strategic understanding 
between Israel and the U.S, 

America realized that there 
would be no withdrawal by Israel 
without reciprocal political conces- 
sions by the Arabs, and that such 
concessions could only be obtained 
if Israel were militarily strong (this 
was what led to the first of the huge 
aid packages Israel has been receiv- 
ing from the U.S. ever since). It was 
the Six Day War that gained 
American protection for Israel in 


-international forums where de- 


mands were made for unilateral 
concessions. 


THE SUGGESTION that previous 
governments — including the one 
he headed — did not do enough to 
bring about peace was flatly re- 
jecled, There was never the slightest 
hope of reaching an understanding 
with Nasser. The firat opening came 
with Sadat, said Rabin, claiming 
that he himself recognized it at the 
time, 

In March 1973, Golda Meir told 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
thal Israel agreed to his initiating 
negotiations for a peace agreement 
with Egypt, and that it wae prepared 
to give up all of the Sinai apart from 
the Rafah region and Sharm e¢- 
Sheikh in return for peace. 

Sadat rejected the offer, and 
Rabin believes that the reason wus 
that by the time il was made, he had 
already decided to launch the Yom 
Kippur War. Sadat was apparently 
convinced that in order to obtain 
the best settlement possible, it was 
necessary to slage a war in which 
limited gains could be won, This 
would not only expunge the 
humiliation of (967, but would al- 
low Egypt to bargain from a posi- 
tion of relative strength, making any 
agreement with Israel less abhor- 


Rabin as Chief of Staff 


rent to anti-Israel dichards in the 
Arab world, | Ἰς 

Rabin denied categorically that 
israel had expansionist aims when it 
attacked Egypt in June 1967. Things 
simply developed. He is convinced 
that Nasser did not actually want a 
war, pointing out that the Egyptian 
leader did not expel the UN troops 
from Sinai, but ordered them to 
redeploy in Rafah and Sharm e- 
Sheikh. The decision to withdraw 
the UN forces from the Sinai was 
taken by UN Secretary-General U- 
Thant, He judged, incorrectly, that 
this would force Nasser to ΠῚ the 
blockade on the Straits of Tiran in 
order to avoid what was becoming 
an inevitable war with Israel. 


AS THE DIPLOMATS worked to 
prevent the conflict, it became, ob- 
vious that Israel could no longer af- 
ford 10 wait. Most of its armed 
forces were reservists, and the 
protracted call-up was leading to 
economic disaster. Rabin was given 
instructions by the cabinet (which 
included Menachem Begin) to at- 
tack only Egypt. 

The urmy was to advance no 
further than El-Arish. Then defence 
minister Moshe Dayan declared 
that he was opposed to Israeli forces 
reaching the Canal. He changed his 
mind on the third day of the war for 
reasons which are still not clear. 

Israel did evérything it could to 
prevent Jordan' from entering (he 
wus, snid Rabin, Even after J orda- 

-nian artillery opened fire, two mes- 
suges were dispatched to Hussein. 
One went through the Americans, 
the other through the UN contain- 
ing an Israeli pledge, guaranteed by 
the U.S, not to uttack Jordan if the 
king would order a ceuse-fire. Hus- 
sein refused. He reportedly told the 
American umbussador in Amman: 
“The chips are down, I'm going to 
war." 

It was only when Hussein com- 
mitted his air force that Israel 
retaliated. Again’ the army was 
given clear instructions: the [DF 
was to take only the Latrun and 
Yarbid areas (lo protect Isracli air- 
fields from Jordanian artillery), the 
Strategic mountain range (to block a 
Jordanian advance on Israel's soft 
underbelly). It yas not until Iraq, 
Jordan and Syrip sent in their air 
forces that Israel attacked these 
countries’ airfields, Initially, the 
government had sanctioned an air 
strike against Egypt alone. 


THE FIRST DAYS of the war, 
Rabin said, were extremety 


frustrating for the general staff. He 
and O.C. Northern Command 
David Elazar (later to become chief 
of staff) were pressuring the govern- 
‘ment to allow them to take the 
Golan Heights, which had been a 
headache for Israe! for years. Dur- 
ing the year before the war, Israel 
and Syria had been at loggerheads 
over the latter's intention to divert 
the sources of the Jordan, and 
Israeli selticments in the Galilce 


had been heavily shelled. 

Dayan was dead against an allack 
on the Heights, and no amount of 
persuasion could sway him, Rabin 
did not want to speculate on 
Dayan's reasons, other than a fear 
of Soviet intervention. 

Then out of the blue, on the Fri- 
day morning (the fifth day of the 
war) Dayan announced that he had 
changed his mind. Again, as with his 
change of heart about the Canal two 
days curlicr, no rcusons were given 
by the minister of defence, The 
order was simply given — and bril- 
liantly executed. 


THERE 1S MUCH one could ask 
Yitzhak Rabin about the Six Duy 
War, both on the personal level and 
in terms of its political implications. 

One could ask about his relations 
with O.C. Operations Ezer 
Weizman, who claimed that Rabin's 
collapse on the eve of the 
war was a nervous breakdown, und 
nol nicotine puvisoning. But that 
would be bringing in the petty tu ob- 
fuscate the importance of the event. 

Despite the military genius dis- 
played on the mucro-level, several 
serious mistakes both in execution 
and planning become evident when 
the detail is studied. One vould have 
pressed Rabin on those. Bul again, 
this would detract from the main is- 
sucs. 

The Six Day War brought Isracl 
many things, The overall balance, in 
Rabin's opinion, has been 
overwhelmingly lo Israel's advan- 
tage. It heralded the beginning of 
the strategic relationship with the 
U.S. which exists to this day; it 
utumately led to peace with Egypt; 
and it gave Israel the strategic depth 
it needed to ensure its survival. It 
was a clear war of self-defence, he 
says, where tactics were dictated by 
events in the field and where 
government policy was dedicated to 
ensuring that it remained as limited 
as possible. But it developed into 
one of the most important events in 
Israel's history. 

And, one might add, it secured 
Yitzhak Rabin a place in history. 


(Continged from preceding page-) 
ministers." At mention of Begin’s 
alleged share in the liberation of 
Jerusalem, he raised his eyebrows 
and asked: “Who's been spreading 
stories like that?” He himself recal- 
led that all the ministers urged the 
speedy completion of the campaign. 
“T remember that at the end of the 
meeting I raised my glass and 
proposed a toast, ‘Next Week at the 
Western Wall.’ Indeed, on Wednes- 
day I was the first cabinet minister 
to reach the Wall. Two journatists 
hitched a ride in my car and the 
snipers were still shooting in the 
city, I got to the Wall straight after 
Rabbi Goren, ! was the only one 
there without a helmet. [ turned 
round and there were Dayan and 
Rabin, and 1 was so excited [ 
embraced them both, Later In the 
afternoon I returned together with 
the entire cabinet." ; 

The NRP veteran politician 
acknowledged that thecabinet had 
adopted a decision calling for 
negotiations “over everything.’ 
This comprised Sinai and the Golan; 
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The way we were 


but as to Judea and Samaria, “No 
decision was taken, althongh there 
was the resolution incorporating the 
whole of Jerusalem.” He recalled 
having been a member of a cabinet 
committee where, in August 1967, 
he had proposed that the boun- 
daries of greater Jerusniem include 
the Etzion Bloc and Bethtehem (‘‘E 
iwas concerned about the welfare 
of the Christiana’), But the 
proposal fell through because some 
ministers thought it too ambitious. 

Dr, Warhaftig was a minister for 
12 years and contributed his legal 
expertise to the drafting of the laws 
of israel from its birth. He is os- 
pecially proud of his contribution as 
minister for religious affairs from 
1967 onwards, to ensuring peaceful 
coexistence with the other faiths in 
the Holy City. ἢ Ὁ 


- Talking about the climate ργοναὶ 


ing in the latter half of 1967 and early 
1968, Warhaftig confirmed that ‘‘in 
those days, people were much more 


ready to make concessions than to- 
day. We were ready to give back a 
lot. Ben-Gurion was the most ex- 
treme, saying that for peace he was 
willing to hand back everything ex- 
cept Jerusalem and the Golan.” 

He had been the NRP member of 
the Cabinet Defence Committee, 
and recalled that when he had {n- 
sisted that the main point was 
holding onto Judea and Samaria 
and not Sinai, Dayan had retorted, 
“But if we make pew with Egypt 
for Sinal, then there will be im- 
mediate pressures over Judea and 
Samaria.” 


ABBA EBAN was at his most 
reflective when recalling his battles 
on the diplomatic front after the 
fighting had ceased. ‘We still tived 
with the 1956 trauma of haying had 


to hand everything back for - 


nothing... and we were less alert to 
the impotence of the UN," The 
cabinet had held intensive discus- 


sions on Israel's positions between 
June 16 and 19, and he arrived in 
New York with a clear mandate to 
present to the U.S, (“I had managed 
to fight off Begin’s desire to accom- 
pany me, by getting Allon to say 
that one minister with the UN 
delegation was enough"). He called 
at the Waldorf-Astoria suite of 
America’s UN ambassador, Arthur 
Goldberg, where he found 
Secretary of Siate Dean Rusk. He 
informed Rusk of Israeli readiness 
to seek a peace treaty with Egypt on 
the basis of returning to the inter- 
national boundaries. with a special 
arrangement for Sharm e-Sheikh. 
He also spoke of peace with Syria 
on the basis of demilitarization, 
As to the disposal of the West 
Bank and Gaza, it was beciuse of 
Begin that no proposal was made at 
‘that date. However, three weeks 
later, Eban was in London es- 
tablishing contact with Jordan, 
“Wo presented the Allon Plan. 
‘We ‘said it was not an official 
government’ position, but ‘would 
become so-if they accepted: it:.. 
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Begin? He had said, ‘You can ex- 
plore the matter, but if they should 
accept, then we will leave the 
government.” 

After the war, Eban noted, Israel 
was “ready to give it all up. We of- 
fered 90 per cent of the tertitory in 
return for recognition. The 
Americans were most impressed, } 
recall that Rusk phoned President 
Johnson from Goldberg's suite and 
said, ‘It’s impressive that a country, 
just after such a war, should be so 
ready to give up so much territory 
forthe sake of winning legitimacy. 
Ten days tater we got a message 
from Johnson that he had advised “ 
the Arabs of the (wo parts of Israel's.” 
proposals — evacuation of territory, 
and making of peace. Well, U 
Arabs said yes to the first bul ng’to 
peace, They were unwilling eveh lo 
recogaize our old green line, The 
Amoricans were then persuaded to 


. oppose uficdnditional withdrawal 


‘and to urge peace on the Arabs. All 
told, you can see it was totally: 
wrong to accuso that government of 


‘passivity Over pence. A 
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RIDING IN A BUS that was pelted 
by melon-sized rocks when it passed 
through Jerusalem’s Wadi Joz 
quarter on the way to Mt. Scopus 
was a “strange experience,” reflects 
Geri Joseph. 

The former U.S. ambassador to 
the Netherlands was trained to live 
with the ever-present menace of ter- 
torism. A band of left.wing Dutch 
terrorists had threatened to kidnap 
her during her last year at the em- 
bassy in The Hague. Her ambas- 
sadorial residence was protected 


-with deadbolt locks. Her armour- 


plated car was never left unguarded. 
And she always left home for the 
embassy at different times each 
morning. 

But the Jerusalem incident left 
her a bit shaken. “It was completely 
dark as we rode to the Hebrew 
University. Those rocks could have 
been bombs... One can understand 
over-reaction to rock-throwing. 
Somebody could have been killed.” 

American ambassadors are 
thoroughly briefed on terrorism 
before going on assignments 
abroad, says Mra. Joseph --- highly 
articulate, intelligent and clegantly 
dressed — "no intentional sym- 
bolism" — in red, white and bluc. 
“We ambassadors must leam not to 
show fear," she says. “We musto't, 
de foolhardy, but we must also not 
let the threat of terrorism intimidate 
us.” 


Woman with a mission 


Her ambassadorial appointment 
by then-president Jimmy Carter, at 
the recommendation of her long- 
time friend Walter Mondale, then 
vice-president, was the high point of 
her careera in journaliam, voluntary 
organizations and Democratic Party 
politics. 

Born in St. Paul, she studied jour- 
nalism and political science at the 
University of Minnesota after hav- 
ing decided to be a journalist at-the 
age of 12. She worked as a reporter 
for the Minnesota Tribune while still 
a college student and stayed on at 
the paper for seven years, 

Her political activism began in 
1956, when she was asked to join the 
Women's Commiltee for Adlai 
Stevenson, whom she greatly ad- 
mired, Then, two years later, 
although she had no party ex- 
perience, she was asked to be state 
chairwoman of the Minnesota 
Democratic Party, a post she held 
for 14 years. 


AS A YOUNG journalist, she met 
Hubert H. Humphrey, then a 
dynamic mayor of Minneapolis. 

When Mondale was running on 
the Carter ticket, Geri Joseph 
volunteered to write material for his 
campaign. She had admired him 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


\ Ra 


Geri Joseph (Zamir/Scoop 80) 
since the late Fiftles: “People have 
the notion that politically appointed 
ambassadors are being repaid for 
something. 1 don’t think it was so in 
my case. Prita (Mondale) always 
surrounded himself with very 
talented people. 1 think he thought | 


could do a good job.” 

When he called about a month 
after presidential election, she 
thought he was “kidding” when he 
asked If she would like to be an en- 
voy. “I was flabbergasted.” 

She consulted her husband, 
Burton Joseph (former chairman of 
the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B’rith), about the pitfalls of a 
long-distance marriage. “I wouldn't 
recommend such an arrangement 
for newly married couples," she 
says, “But Burt's scheduled re- 
quired him to be away from home a 


great deal. 1 calculated that the year’ 


before, he had been -away on 
business two-thirds of the time,” 

They worked out an arrangement 
whereby her husband would visit 
The Hague every few months, 
sometimes with their three grown 
children, and that she would return 
home to Washington for visits and 
diplomatic briefings a few times a 
year as well. 

Finding herself in charge of 250 
Dutch and American employees in 
the embassy and in the two U.S, 
consulates in Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam, she quickly took 
charge. Her experience in jour- 
nalism, politics and voluntary 
organizations came in very handy. 


“T think a trained foreign service 
is very important. You can’t main- 
tain it by appointing a large numbers 
of political appointees, because it is 
damaging to the professionals‘ 
morale. But there should be some 
political appointees. The question is 
how many." 

Being an American Jew wag 
never an issue, she says. "1 didn’t go. 
to work on Yom Kippur, and I at- 
tended services on the High Holi- 
days, But I was never questioned 
about my loyalty to the U.S. versus 
loyalty to Israel.” 

During her service in the 

Netherlands, she was “very close to 
Israeli representatives and had good 
contacts with the local Jewish com- 

“Fiunity;-But-I also-had- good rela- 
Hons with envoys from Arab 
countries.” 

Now back at home, she writes a 
column for the Minneapolis Tribune 
about “anything I like." She isn't 
tempted much by politics, but might 
consider a Senate seat if it is within 
teach. 

But her greatest desire is to go 
back to school, to study history, 
science and economics, which she 
always missed, 

But if Walter Mondale were to 
run again, Geri Joseph is likely to be 
active in his campaign. And if the 
Democrats relurn to office, she 
would be a likely candidate for an 
important job. 


“WE'D sit shiva,” says Gerard 
Daniel, president of the (Reform) 
World Union for Progressive 
Judaism, when asked what he and 
his colleagues, would do were the 
Law of Return amended to deny 
isracli recognition of non-Orthodox 
conversions. 

Daniel is a 66-year-old in- 
dustrialist who spent 10 years in 
Israet before the founding of the 
state, after leaving his native Ger- 
many. He now lives in New Rochel- 
le, New York, Such an amendment 
to the Law of Return, he asserts, 
would be “disastrous for ihe Jewish 
people." 

“My wife Ruth and [ have travel- 
fed extensively around the world, 
and we know that there are many 
lens if not hundreds of thousands of 
Jews who have intermarried but 
who want to maintain their contact 
with their people.” Many of their 
spouses he nates, have undergone 
Reform or Conservative conver- 
sion, and identify as Jews, “If they 
feel that their conversion doesn't 
hold in Israel, they will be very of- 
fended and alienated," 

Daniel maintains that the effect 
of a narrower interpretation of the 


The concems of Reform 


Law of Return would be 
devastating" not only in places like 
Argentina, Brazil and Europe, 
where there is high intermarriage, 
but also in better-organized Jewish 
communities in the U.S. 


The Reform movement, which he 


heads, has not decided to threaten 
to reduce contributions to the 
United Jewish Appeal or the Keron 
Hayesod in the event of an amend- 
ment, But ‘we'll use our power in 
our negotiations with the Jewish 
Agency and the World Zionist 
Organization, We'll remind them 
how much money we contribute, 
and that we get almost nothing for 
Reform projects from the agency 
and the WZO." 

A native of Hamburg he 
clandestinely went to a liberal syn- 
agogue so his Orthodox family 
would not be upset. In 1937, he set- 
tled in Eretz Yisrael. He learned 
Hebrew and for years worked in a 
bank, and then decided to emigrate 
to the US., to rejoin his only family, 
a brother who survived the 
Holocaust. 


By JUDY SIEGEL 


(W, Braun) 


There in New York, he quickly 
identified with the Reform com- 
munity, becoming active in his local 


Congregation. He built up a business 
— Gerard Daniel and Company — 
that produces fine wire screens for 
anti-pollution equipment in in- 
dustry, automobiles and the 
aerospace programme. The firm 
now has factories in Japan, Italy, 
Spain, West Germany and other 
countries. 


A ZIONIST, Daniel has tried to es- 
tablish a factory in an Israeli kib- 
butz, but ‘it's been five frustrating 
years. Because of the noise made by 
the wire-producing machines, the 
kibbutz we had been negotiating 
with suddenly backed off.” But 
Daniel and his wife are still trying, 
“We're not giving up," he says 
adamantly. He and his wife — 
parents of two and grandparents of 
four — are planning to live in 
Jerusalem about half of the year, 
and the rest in New York. 

Aaked to comment on the con- 
troversy over El Al's Sabbath opera- 
tion, Daniel calls it an “internal 
Israeli matter,” but adds Im- 
mediately that he views Orthodox 


pressure on the government as 
“deplorable."* As a businessman, he 
doubts whether the airline could 
survive without operating on Jewish 
holy days. 

The Reform movement, like the 
Conservatives, are planning to in- 
crease their presence here, “We're 
building a multi-million-dollar 
youth hostel on King David Street 
in Jerusalem, next to the Hebrew 
Union College, for 200 guests at a 
“time.” 

But money is short, and the 
Reform movement is pressuring the 
Jewish Agency for $im. to help 
cover the cost, since the facility will 
attract Diaspora youth to 
Jerusalem, 

Daniel says that they also want to 
build a synagogue and community 
centre in Tel Aviv, charging that the 
Interlor Ministry has, “for political 
reasons, been holding it up in the 
district planning committee even 
though we have all the permits." 

The Reform kibbutz, Yahel, in 
the Arava, has proved so successful 
that Yahel Bet is scheduled to be 
dedicated in the summer of next 
year. “There is even talk of a third 
kibbutz,” adds Mrs, Daniel. 


AT THE END of World War II, 
when many generals and political 
leaders of the victorious Allies 
visiled the recently liberated con- 
centration camps in Germany, they 
all pretended shock and surprise. 
None of them admitted previous 
knowledge of the atrocities. 

“But they all knew, because [ had 
told them in 1942 and 1943,"" said 
Jan Karski, a former Polish un- 
derground fighter. "1 warned the 
Allies of the impending extermina- 
tion of the Jews and begged them lo 
intervene.” + eS 

Prof, Karski, 68, who teachés 
political science at Georgetown 
University in the U.S., is visiting 
\srnel on a lecture tour as a guest of 
Yad Vashem. 

Karski, a young Polish diplomat, 
became an ‘officer in the un- 
derground after the German oc- 
cupation, Because of his knowledge 


. Of languages, and his phenomenal 


memory, he was chosen to act as 
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The man who knew too much 


courier (o the outside world. His 
first trip was to Polish leaders in ex- 
ile in France. On his second trip to 
Paris, in June 1940, he was captured 
by the Gestapo and was so severely 
tortured, that he attempted to take 
his own life, rather than reveal 
secrets, 

The Polish underground 
organized his rescue and he was 
brought home to recuperate. In the 
summer of 1942 he volunteered to 


-go on another mission, Before his 


departure he was smuggled into the 
Belzec oxtermination camp in 
Poland, #0 that he would be able to 
give the outside world an. cye- 
witness account of what the Nazis 
were doing to the Jews. 

It took Jan Karski 21 days to 
reach London, ἃ perilous journey 


_Uhrough -France, Spain and 


Gibralter, He carried a key which 


By ERNIE MEYER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


Jan Karski 


contained: 400 pages of micro- 
filmed documents, showing the 


German oppression of the Poles and 
the Jews. If caught, he was in- 
structed to dispose of the in- 
criminating key, ws 


PROF. KARSKI was overcome by 
emotion, and had to be calmed by 
his wife Paula, as he recalled the 
events of that autumn and winter, 
40 years ago. He contacted all the 
Allied political and military loaders 
who would receive him, in addition 
to the entire Jewish leadership. © 
“TL used the same formula with all 
of-them,"’ he said, “E told them that 
the historic responsibility for the 
suffering of my fellow-Poles and the 
destruction of the Jews was theirs.” 
’ A rare'smile crossed his lips ai he 
recalled the hostile attitude-of ΗΟ. 
Wells. The historian. and. writer 
asked him sarcastically: “isn't it 
strange that sooner or later the Jews 
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always arouse anti-Semitism among 
their host peoples?" 

In his message to the Pope, 
Karski, a Catholic, sald: ‘I know 
that the Holy Father can open oF 
lose: the doors of heaven to his fol- 
lowers. Let him induce his faithful 
to stop denouncing hidden Jews 10 
the Germans for the sake of a bottle 
of vodka.” 


‘In 1943 Karski went to the US. 

“The reaction of President 
Roosevelt was vague, although he 
promised the punishment 0 
German war criminals.” The 
professor does feel, however, that 
his efforts helpéd change the at- 
titude of U.S. leaders and subse- 
quently led to the creation of the 
War Refugee Board in 1944. 


. Today Professor Karsk! will lec- 
-ture at 5 p.m, at Yad Vashem, telling 
“of his experlences, and will, during 
his stay, ‘lecture at various «univer: 
sities. Sele 
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His master’s voice 


THE VOICE was that of Avraham 
Sharir, but the hind behind it 
belonged to Menachem Begin. 
That's what they were saying in the 
Knesset corridors last week, com- 
menting about the fact that Tourism 
Minister Sharir was the main critic 
of Ariel Sharon’s revelations, on 
American TV no less, about Israeli 
arms sales to the Ayatollah 
Khomeinl’s Iran. vou 
What's interesting’ is thal Sharir 


_ Bot ‘the task’ of lashing out at Arik, 


been saying for some time that, like 
any convert, Sharir has become as 
zealous a Beginite os any member of 
the old IZL “fighting family.” 


KISS AND TELL DEPT. The 
Sharon disclosure, and Begin's 
statement that Israel was selling 
arms to Switzerland, were roundly 
criticized last week by Naftall 
Blumenthal, head of the Koor con- 
cern. The revelations, Blumenthal 
said, crete the ‘serious danger ‘of 
the closing of markets to Israel.” 


UP IN ARMS. Labour MK Dov 
Ben-Meir last week sought a Knes- 
set debate on Begin's “embarrass- 
ing chatter” about the Swiss arms 
deal. The attempt was short- 
circuited, with the Premier insisting 
that all such matters had to go 
before the Knesset Foreign Affairs 
and Defence Committee. 

That, we might add, could result 
in a protracted delay. Only two days 
before, Begin had informed com- 
mittee chairman Eliahu Ben-Ellssar 
that! he ‘woi!d not-appear before the 
panel until his fractured thigh — he 
was hurt, you'll remember, in 
December — is fully healed. 


PARTY LINES. Herut's internal 
elections went off smoothly last 
week, with much of the credit due 
to party organization chief Michael 
Relser, According to our sources in 
Metsudat Ze'ev, first returns show 
supporters of Deputy Premier David 
Levy and Finance Minister Yoram 
Aridor doing well in the voting, 
which may mean that Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamic’ will ‘be 
more dependent than ever on his 
two.colleagues. We'll know for sure 
when the party convention assem- 
bles on June 27, You'll recall that 
the date was shifted so that Begin 
could go to Washington and New 
York in a weeks" time. 

The convention is sure to give 8 
big welcome back to Health Miriister 
Eliezer Shostak and MK Ehud 
Olmert, who announced last week 
that their La’am Likud faction was 


merging into Herut. Shostak broke . 


away from Herut in, 1965, to form 
the Free Centré'withi Shinuel Tanilr, 
while Olmert grew up in a Herut 
household ——'his father, Mordechal 
Olmert, Was a Herut MK in the 
Third Knesset. ; 

As for Tamir, his future is very 
much in doubt. The former DMC 
justice ministor has been keeping his 
options open, playing very much the 
Revisionist role in media ap- 
pearances on the Ariogoroff and 
Kastner cases, while telling 
quéstioners that “‘of course, I 
belong to the centre.” 


WONDERING what had happened 
to the blography of David’ Levy by 
Yediat .Aharorot, columnist Arye 


Aviierl entitled Hanivchar (The. ~ 


Chosen? The Elect?), { got a vague 


reply from the biographer when 1. 
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PUBLIC FACES/Mark Scgal 


Naftali Blumenthal 


bumped into him in the Knesset last 
week. Enquiry elsewhere — closer 
to the deputy premier, to be precise 
— produced the information that he 
had decided to postpone its ap- 
pearance until after the party con- 
vention, My Sovrees say the 
manuscript contains some politically 
explosive material, particularly ἢ 
sharp attack on Arik Sharon. 


SHARON has been less than for- 


unate with'the counsel of his press 


adviser, Url Dan, while Aridor has 
been enjoying some image polishing 
by his media adviser, Arnold 
Sherman, on loan from El Al. The 
press has been flooded with stories 
like the donation for 1$29,000 sent 
this week to the Israel Defence 
Fund on a personal Aridor cheque. 
The story going with itis that Aridor 
and his wife were sent first-class El 
Al tickets for a lecture tour in the 
U.S,, but they preferred to travel as 
ordinary passengers, and donate the 
balance. 


HOMEWARD-BOUND Abba Eban 
met Aridor αἱ Paris' De Gaulle Air- 
port, The finance minister was on a 
stop-over from London, and was 
surrounded by security men and 
aides. Said Aridor: “I don't need all 
these bodyguards, you do. If | 
would stroll down a Paris 


᾿ Yoram Aridor 


boulevard, no-one would recognize 
me, while everyone knows you." 

Eban will have to fly to Spain next 
month, after the Knesset closes for 
its summer holiday, in order to com- 
plete the section dealing with “The 
Golden Era of Spanish Jewry" in his 
new TV series for the American 
PBS network. He told me it will 
open with him reading out the 
Decalogue in a Sinai mountainous 
landscape, to be followed by the 
voice of the Almighty. "I'm told 
that the producers haven't yet 
decided whether He will speak with 
πα British or an American accent,” 
Eban said. 


SECRET WEAPON, Former Egyp- 
tian premier’ Mustapha Khalll, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Butros Ghall, and other members of 
the Egyptian National Democratic 
Party delegation here at the invita- 
tion of Labour chairman Shimon 
Peres, culled at Beit Hunassi last 
week. While there, they reportedly 
commented on the [sraeli propen- 
sity for lengthy speeches, to which 
President Yitzhak Navon replied 
with wu smile: “It’s our secret 
weapon, We wear our guests out 
with them, It may not always endear 
us with them, but they never forget 
15." 


A SPECIAL gathering touk place at 
the Tel Aviv Museum's Recanati 
Holl last Wednesday night, when 
Koor [ndustries and Soltam Muni- 
tions hasted a “this is your life'’- 
Slyle celebration for Soltam founder 
Shlomo Zabladowltz, who spends his 
year commuting between his fie. 
tories and homes in Finland and 
Israel. Some of his old friends flew 
here for the occasion, including 
former Finnish ambassador to 
Moscow Johan Nykopp, former 
West German deputy defence 
minister Herbert Becker, and 
former Singapore deputy defence 
minister Ong Kok Kok. 


KNESSET SPEAKER Menahem 
Savidor has not despaired of making 
his fellow MKs into dressers. This 
week he sent some of them warning 
letters about their sloppy ap- 
pearance. He promised to turn the 
air-conditioning up so that they 
would have to wear jackets to keep 
from catching cold, But it is still 
very warm, in the building, especial- 
ly in the press gallery, where 
newsmen this week were forced to 
remove their jackets. 


LABOUR'S Peres appears to be 
more on edge than ever, alter he 
and Knesset faction head Moshe 
Shahal failed to bring down the 
government when they enticed 
Amnon Linn and Yitzhak Peretz out 
of the Likud. Now Labour's Arab 
affairs expert, Ya*’acov Cohen, has 
warned that thousands of Arnb 
voters will desert Labour if it ac- 
cepts super-hawk Linn’s views on 
how to deal with therm. | 

Peres took care to involve Yitzhak 
Rabin in the plot from the beginn- 
ing, but that has not stopped the 
aides of his once-and-future rival 
from leaking storles about how dis- 


was. , , 

Uhave itfrom a witness that when 
the former premier encountered his 
successor In a Knesset ‘corridor, 
Begin said: “I have an offer you 
cannot refuse.” When Rabin tose fo 
the bait, Begin said: “I want to hetp 
you with the next. instalment of 
your memoirs about Peres.” 


tasteful . ἣν felt the operation, 


FINAL SALE AT THIS PRICE 


From Moses to Maimonides, Abraham to Einstein, the 6 
days of creation to the 6day war- there is one monumental 
work of Jewish literature that is your ticket to it all. 


The Encyclopaedia Judaica 


More than S years in the making, with contributions from 
over 2,500 editors, there has never been a more complete 
intellectual work detailing the past, present and future of 
the Jewish people. This famous masterwork is today an 


ship 


indinpensabe part of every iibrary. 115 brilliant scholar- 
as been attested to by leading authorities in every 


area of Jewish learning. Golda Meir called the Encyclo- 
paedla Judaica “an integral part of every library for all 
those who...seek to acquire wisdom and knowledge.” 


A lasting achievement for you, your children and 


their children, 


The Encyclopaedia Judaica is a magnificently bound. 19 
volume work of more than [1.000 pages and 8.900 
exquisite illustrations. 1 will hecame your passport and 
that of your children to the religion. culture. art. htera- 
tnre...to every facet of the Jewish experience 


Now pay an incredibly low price, and perform a vers 


Important mitzvah, toa, 


Now when you purehase the Encyclopaedia Judaica for 
the astonishingly low price of $242.00 you will beearming ἡ 
Previous mitzvah as well, Because this priceless work is 
heing offered to vou through the American Committe lor 


Shawre Zedeh Hospital in derusalemn, benehiting oneal the 
outstanding health facilities in Israe], 


Su this year, instead ofa plane ucket to Miami. investin 
a (rip that will live for generations. The Encyclopaedia 
Judaica from the American Committee for Shaare Zedeh 


Hospital. 


Bonus Offer 


Vi you buy the Encyclopaedia Judaica now you will receive 
the six volume “My Jewish World" The Encyclopaedia 
Judaica for Youth. Absolutely Free! 


(Previously sold for $99.50) 


Limit one set for each set of Encyclopaedia Judaica 


purchased, 


JPL 


‘Yes, } want 10 save $383 off the original pubbsher's price of the Encyclopacdia Judaica! 
Enclosed please find my check or money order for _—.. set{s) at $242 per set 5. 
Plus N.Y. Sales Tax, for N.Y, Delivery 


for each set of Encyclopacdia Judaica purchased 


Please charge my 
Master Charge ‘Visa Card δ 


Signature 


τι Ae ee Ae ee A πα στα πρῶ 
SAVINGS CERTIFICATE 
SHAARE ZEDEK HOSPITAL 
49 West 45th Street New York N.Y.. 10036 


a a et Oe et as Be 
R. t 


naa) 


5....-.Ψ... 
Plus Shipping and Handting @ $33.00 per sel in the U.S A ξ I 
5 Ι 
Please send me one set of My Jewish World absolutely FREE s_FREE Ι 
Total 5 1 
coor ! 
Ἔο ος τὰν τὶ ὶ i 
Expiration Date: 
Ifuaung Master Charge, please melude 4-<igt bank number appeariig on card just above yourcame LL 1 


EAN Address, 
1 es C0 a Sle - υ γῆ:.. 
i All funds In U.S, Dollars drawn on a U.S, Bank 
eed A ay gel Se KD PT BS ees ϑνέῃμ Οερα. 
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You may acquire the Encyclopaedia Judaica by redeeming your 
State of Israel Bonds through us 


INTERNATIONAL 


ae 


ALONE! YITZHAK 
{near Caesérea) -. 
Tours. sports, Hebrew. 
information: Barkel, @..Ar 
62001. Tel Aviv, 03- 
. Important for tourists and 
i -‘relativas| | 
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HOLYLAND HOLIDAYS: 
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(212) 263.1428 
Toll Free (800) 221-0110 
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RELIGION 


TO BEGIN in the middle — the aw- 
ful nadir of the House of Belz. The 
Belzer Rebbe, Aaron Rokeah, and 
his brother Mordecai, the Bulge rai 
Rebbe, are in the Cracow Ghetto in 
1941. The thousands of Belzer Has- 
sidism in Eastern Europe, along 
with most of the rest of European 
Jewry, have either already been kil- 
ted or shortly will be. This includes 
the wives, children and all other 
clase relatives of Reb Aaron and 
Reb Mordecai. 

Hungary, however, has not been 
invaded by the Germans and Belzer 
Hassidim there devise a plan to 
snatch their rebbe out of the fur- 
nace. An Hungarian army officer is 
bribed, Coniact is made with a Jew 
in the Cracow Ghetto who has per- 
niission from the Germans to move 
in und out. On a given night, Reb 
Aaron and Reb Mordecai — their 
beurds shaved and their Hassidic 
garments exchanged for secular 
clothing — are led out through a 
hole in the ghetto fence. A car with 
the Hungarian officer is waiting for 
them. The officer hands them docu- 
ments identifying them as 
Hungarian generals captured on the 
Russian front in World War 1 and 
just now being repatriated. 

It is a fur-fetched story made even 
more implausible by the inability of 
the two brothers to speak 
Hungarian. At the Hungarian 
border the officer tries to talk his 
way through, but the guards want 
the “generals” to answer some 
questions. At the moment of crisis, 
three officers appear and at their 
behest’ the guards let the car 
through, [n the Belzer folklore 
afterwards, these three mysterious 
officers would become the 

miraculously reincarnated forms of 
the rebbes' father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather, the founder of 
the Belzer line, Reb Shalom 
Rokeah. 


fo greet them. The brothers were 
detained by the British for inter- 


rogation, but Rabbi Herzog 
prevailed upon the British not to 
subject the older brother to 
questioning because of his holiness. 

The ita settled temporarily in 
Haifa at the beginning of 1943, and 
it was there that they received a 
delegation of leaders of Jerusalem's 
Eda Haredit (God-fearing com- 
munity) headed by Reb Amram 
Blau. It was a courtesy call filled 
with thunderous nuances and un- 
spoken challenges. 

The Eda leaders represented the 
ultra-Orthodox establishment in the 
Holy Land. Guardians of a long 
tradition, they were now engaged in 
a spiritual life-or-death struggle 
with haredi elements who were 
showing an increasing inclination to 
co-operate with the secular Zionists 
as the physical (threat from the 
Arabs became more manifest, The 
Eda was bitterly opposed to the 
Zionist goal of creating a Jewish 
state in the Holy Land as a desecra- 
lion of holy writ, which states that 
such a state must be a Messianic 
creation. 

The man they had come to pay 
respects to, the Belzer Rebbe, wasa 
6S-year-ald refugee whose eyes 
must have reflected the horror of 
what he had just lived through, 
Once the most powerful Orthodox 
figure in Galicia, he was bereft now 
of his family, his court and the 
world he knew. 

Yet the Eda leaders knew this 
seemingly abandoned person not 
only as a zaddfk but as a potentially 
powerful figure who could pose a 
threat to them. What would his at- 
(tude be towards the Zionists? 
Would he revive his court as an in- 
dependent empire and draw away 
harediin from the Eda camp? 

Reb Amram Blau carried with 
him a large box which he opened 
during the course of the meeting. 
Out of it he pulled golden kaftans 
with dark stripes, the traditional 
garb of Jerusalem Haredim, and of- 
fered them to the brothers. 

In offering the “uniform” of the 
old Yishuv Haredim, Reb Amram 


EARLY in the 19th century, Reb 
Shalom had been one of the prized 
students of the "Seer of Lublin,” 
Rabbi Jacob Isaac Horowitz, and at 
the kitter’s urging had been ap- 
pointed rabbi in Belz, The town was 
nol far from Lvov (Lemberg), 
in the Ukraine. 

With the death of the Lublin sage 
in 1815, Reb Shalom was 
tecognized as a saddik, or righteous 
man. The term also implies 
charismatic leadership. His follow- 
ing began to take on major propor- 
tions. 

His son, Reb Yehoshua, suc- 
ceeded him and established the 
organization of the Belzer Court on 
firm foundations. 

Reb Shalom's grandson, Issacher 
Dov, was rebbe when World War | 
broke aut. The quiet tawn of Belz 
was in the war zone and the rebbe 
fled ta Hungary, He spent 10 years 
in the city of Munkacs, where he 
engaged in an exchange af polemics 
with the local Munkacser Rebbe 
which would earn a place in the 
history of Hassidism. 

When Reb Issacher Day returned 
to Belz, he left behind a large fol- 
lowing of BRungarian Jews who 
would serve his son, Reb Aharon, in 
a way no one could have expected. 


AFTER THEIR escape from 
Cracow, Reb Aharon -and his 
brother tived in Hungary for a year 
and a half until it became evident 
that the Nazi net waa closing in on 
them. Their followers decided that 
the two rebbes must leave the 
country. New identily papers were 
forged and the brothers travelled by 
train through Rumania and Turkey, 
safely reaching Syria. The chief 
Ashkenazi rabbi of Israel, Isnac 
Halevi Herzog, travelled to Aleppo 
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was attempting lo ensure that the 
Belzer did not create a competing 
power base. The rebbe, well aware 
of the significance of the gesture, 
politely declined the offer. It was 
only after the departure of the Eda 
delegation, according to Belzer. 
Hassidim, that the rebbe turned to 
his brother to express his anger at 
this attempt to neutralize in such 
tawdry fashion a spiritual heir of the 
Bal Shem Tov, the revered 18th 
century founder of Hassidisni. 

The crebbe attempted briefly to 
set up court in Jerusalem, where a 
small Belzer shtiebel (synagogue) 
had existed since the 1920s but he 
8606 shifted to Tel Aviv, well away . 
from the Eda. pw 
TO REESTABLISH his court was 
no easy matter for the elderly rebbe. 
There were few followers; but, of 
more concern, (here was no heir. 
The rebbe's 34 children and 
grandchildren had perished in the 
Holocaust, and so had his brother's 
offspring. Both brothers married 
shortly after their arrival in the 
coumry and Reb Mordecai, who 
was then 44, became the father of a 
son the year Israe| declared its in- 
dependence, The boy was named Is- 
sacher Dov after his grandfather. 

When the youth was 2 years old, 
Reb Mordecai died and the rebbe 
himself took over the youth's 
education. By this time, the rebbe 
had begun to spend half the year — 
between Shavuot and Succot — in 
Jerusalem and half in Tel Aviv. The 
boy and his mother would move 
between the cities with the rebbe, 
and the youth was constantly In his 
presence. 

The rebbe died in 1957 and it was 
the consensus of the by-now 
sizeable Belzer community that 
“Berele,” as the youth was known, 
was helr apparent, Afler his mar- 
riage at age 18 to the daughter of 
the Vishnitzer Rebbe, he was for- 
mally crowned Admor (an acronym 
for master, teacher and rabbi) of 
Belz. 

Under the leadership of this first 
sabra rebbe in the dynasty, the 
Belzers have become one of the 


A dynasty in black 


Under the leadership of the dynasty’s first sabra rebbe, the Belzer 
now claim to be the largest Hassidic group in the world. 
ABRAHAM RABINOVICH reports. 


most dynamic Hassidic houses that 
ever existed, Although they are out- 
numbered in Jerusalem by Gerrer 
Hassidim (the Hassidic house of 
Gur was the largest in Poland), the 
Belzer claim to be the largest Has- 
sidic group in the world, with strong 
centres in Antwerp, New York, 
London and Australia and some 
25,000 adherent families. In Israel, 
there are Belzer centres in Bnei 
Brak, Tel Aviv, Haifa and Ashdod. 

The present rebbe has vigorously 
taken up the gauntlet tossed by 
Amram Blau to his uncle four 
decades ago by challenging the Eda 
Haredit on their home Jerusalem 
turf for spiritual and economic 
leadership. ‘ : 

His decision to set up the Belzer's 
own ecclesiastical court was a slap 
at (he Eda whose court had not only 
been the ultimate juridicinl body in 
the haredi community but a major 
political force as well in the skir- 
mishing with the Zionist authorities 
and the Zionist-accepting Agudat 
Yisrael Party. 

His decision to set up the Belzer's 
own kashrut approving (hechsher) 
service for food manufacturers. and 
distributors dangerously threatened 
the Eda's major income earner. The 
Belzer have even set up a canned 
fruit enterprise of their own. 

Three years ago, the tensions 
between the Belzer and Eda 
Haredit broke out in virtual street 
warfare between the two groups in 
Jerusalem and New York, Since 
then a tense calm has prevailed. 


THE 34-YEAR-OLD rebbe is the 
life force of this growing world em- 
pire, his personal involvement being 
as, vital to. the community as was 
that of hls predecessors in provin- 
cial Belz, He must administer the 
growlng number of Belzer institu- 


tions — the Belzer’s independent . 


school system has 5,000 pupils in 
Israe} alone, and there are 18 Belzer 
schools and seminaries in the 
country. The rebbe also decides on 
all appointments within the Belzer 
hierarchy and personally recom- 
mends occupations for students 
leaving the Belzer yeshivas. 
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Above all, he must continue to re- 
main accessible to his followers — 
as problem-solving godfather, 
mystic intermediary with heaven, 
master social worker, and bot- 
tomless receptacle for the outpour- 
ings of the human heart. Four nights 
a week — Sundays, Tuesdays, 


‘Thursdays and Saturdays — he 


receives petitioners from 7 p.m. un- 
til the line outside his office disap. 
pears, usually in the small hours of 
the morning. Many are not even 
Belzer Hassidim. They come either 
for a generalized blessing for 
themselves and their loved ones or 
for specific advice and assistance. 
Hassidim will not marry, submit to 


_ Surgery, name a child, start o 


business;-move“house“or “lake any 
other significant step without first 
consulting the rebbe. Many reveal 
intimate problems they will tell no 
one else. 

This constant exposure, year afier 
year, to other people's problems— 
problems he is expected to solve — 
would tax even a saint, 

“Once, just before Yom Kippur, 
when the demands for blessings and 
advice are especially great,” 
recalls an aide, “he said to me: " 
wonder how much I can take before 
I become indifferent to other peo- 
ple’s pain.** That moment of self- 


Ξ doubt passed, however, and the 


young rebbe resumed his burden. 
(His mother, who hud known what 


‘g that burden would be, had ual- 
4 tempted when he was a child to pre- 
# vent the mantle from being passed 


on to him, but the Belzer com- 
munity had been insistent.) 

“It's much more difficult to be a 
rebbe now than it was in Europe,” 
says one of the Belzer’s principal 
aides. “It's not just the people who 
come to see him, There are 
telephones now and they're con- 
stantly ringing with calls from 
abroad. There ure institutions to 
run, When I go into his room at 2 or 
3 am,, after he's finished receiving 
people, to discuss our business, he 
will make a list on a piece of paper 
and ask me to muke sure that so and 
so gets moncy for a doctor or that 
something else is done fur so and so. 
“There may be 15 or 20 items on the 
list." 

The rebbe sleeps only three hours 
a night, according to aides, and 
shortly ufter he goes to bed, the 
Shanunes is ulready preparing hot 
water for his morning coffee. Refer- 
ting to the rebhe's minimal sleep 
needs, an aide quotes a Sanz Hassid 
who said: “Some people eat fast, 
some read fast. [ sleep fust." 


ALTHOUGH Hassidism is general- 
ly associated with joyful expression, 
the Belzer court is a comparatively 
somber one. Purim for instance, 18 8 
wild carnival in other Hassidic 
courts with dancing on tables and 80 
on. “By us,” says a Belzer un- 
apologetically, you'd think Purim Is 
Yom Kippur.” Unlike the music of 
the Gerrer-Hassidim with its parade 
ground rhythms, Belzer music is 
“soul music,” said one Hassid. τ 

As with other large Hassidic 
courts, the Belzer have their own 
composers who write music to 
liturgical texts suggested by the reb- 
be. One of the composers Is the 
head of a Belzer schoo! in Ashdod 
who walks along the beach at dawn 
for Inspiration. 

Some Hassidic houses emphasize 
Hasidic lore, others emphasize 
prayer, or singing and dancing. 
With the Belzer the emphasis is on 
study of Tora. “This emphasia de- 
pends in part on the area where the 
Hassidic group began in Europe, 
says one Hassid. “In some places, 


the Jews were simple-and ἀπ΄ 
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COMMENTARY Ἑ Ἑ ὁὃὁΣὅἜΈὅἜἙ ὁ ΦἝΘἝΘἝΘἝΘἝΘἝΘΘ ὋΘὋΦὋΦὋΦὋΦΘ ἧἝ6α.σ. 
The aliya vacuum 


IN ONE of the shortest Knesset 
speeches on record, Rabbi 
Menahem Hacohen recently 
tecounted an incident that occurred 
during his visit last December to the 
Soviet Union, where he went to the 
home of Prisoner-of-Zion Prof. 
Alexander Lerner. 

One of the young men present 
played, for him and his Alignment 
colleague, Ora Namir, a tape- 
recording of a Kol Yisrael news 
report of a Knesset debate on aliya, 
which-noted that only one minister 
and fewer than ἃ dozen members 
had been present. 

“Are you really concerned about 
aliya?" the young man had asked. 
“We lowered our eyes in shame,” 
Hacohen said. “And now too (for 
he was speaking in another aliya 
debate, and the attendance was no 
better) we are ashamed." 

He concluded his 90-second 
speech: “If there are no olim, 
maybe it's because we don't want 
them!” 

Officially, the subject before the 
House was the budget of the 
Ministry of Immigrant Absorption, 
but since olim in 198! numbered 
only 12,949 — the lowest figure in 
29 years, it is understandable that 
some speukers had more to say 
ubout how to get them here than 
about how to keep them here. 

Hanan Porat (Tehiyay had a story 
of his own, In New York uw few 
years ago, he met Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, who was there 
for ἃ pre-Cump David miceting with 
President Carter. 

“This is your second visit tu the 
U.S.." Porat told him. “Why don't 
you-exploit your position us prime 
minister und the weight of your own 
Personality to urge American Jews 
to come home?" 

Begin's reply: “They won't come, 
they are sitting on the Nesh-pots, 
Eretz Yisrael doesn't speak 10 
them.” And then he added, nuher 
Patronizingly, Porat thought: “But 
When we bring peace to Israel and 
there is tranquility in the land, then 
1 believe that the gates wilt be 
opened, and then I shall call .for 
aliya.”” 

Previous speakers had already 
faulted Begin, or the government, 
directly or indirectly, for not giving 
aliya higher priority. 

Uzi Baram (Alignment), 
chairman of the Aliya and Absorp- 


tion Committee, said he would like ” 


once to see the prime minister, 
Cabinet members, perhaps some 
MKs, and maybe even the presi- 
dent, go abroad on an official mis- 
sion — not for the UJA or Israel 


By ARYEH RUBINSTEIN 


Bonds, not to talk to foreign 
‘ministers or to the Presidents‘ 
Conference, but simply to go from 
one Jewish community to another 
to promote aliya. 

He was under no illusions that 
such a campaign would unleash an 
aliya stampede, Baram said, but it 
would generate a certain flow of 
olim, because the communities ad- 
dressed would then understand how 
vital aliya is for Israel. 

Meir Shitrit (Likud-Heru) 
thought the time had cume to pul 
an end to “the entire festival” of 
the Jewish Agency, and the Jewish 
Congresses, und appeals, and the 
president's delegation, and the 
prime minister's delegation. It was 
time to stop sulving the consciences 
of Jews who thought that they dis- 
charged their Zionist duties by giv- 
ing or raising money for lsrucl. Uf 
they failed to make aliya, at least let 
them feel guilty. 

The State of Israel, Shitrit suid, 
should tell Diaspora Jews: “We 
don’t want your money, we want 
you. We offer you something you'll 


never get in the Diaspor:t — the ay- 
surance thet your children will ree 
miin Jews, thal they will not its. 


similate, that they will nat enter a 
mixed marriate.” 


THE DEMOGRAPHIC statistics 
are alurmsing: a negative migration 
of 9,000 in 1989 (21,000 olin and 
30,000 yordim), und of 4.00in 1981 
(12.000 olim and 14.000 sordian 
Baram cited the familiar figures 
showing the birth-rite among the 
Isrucli Arubs to be (ice us high ay 
that of the Jews, and among 
JudeaSumuria Arubs three times as 
high. In order to maintain the pre- 
sent demographic balance even 
within the Green Line — “and we 
do speak of a Jewish sinte” — we 
need a net uliya of 60,000 a year, 
Baram said. 

Soyiet Jewry is melting away, he 
noted, Not so long ago we spoke of 
three million Soviet Jews, Between 
300,000 and 350,000 emigrated, 


Absorption Minister Usan 


which should have left at least 2.6 
million. But the latest Soviet census 
figures (just received, Baram said) 
give a figure of 1.71.8 million, with 
only one child in the average urban 
family. Even without emigration, 
the forecast is that by the end of the 
century, the number will contract to 
one million. 

“If to this we add the 50 per cent 
rate of assimilation of Jews in the 
West,” suid Baram, “the Jewish 
people is in a state of decline.” 

If the government is aware of the 
gravity of the situation, il is doing 
precious litte about it. Strictly 
speaking, it is the World Zionist 
Organization thut deals with aliya, 
and not the government. But Ab- 
sorption Minister Aharon Uzin up- 
parently felt thut he could not ig- 
nore the subject, and he made some 
brief references to uliya. 

“The {srucl government,” he snid, 
“must fight to a man against the 
dropping-out at Vienna,..The cur- 
dinal goal of the state of Isrucl is to 
gripple with ‘the Vienna Gate.’ We 
must transmit to the Soviet Jews the 
unambiguous message: “We need 
you. and you need us. Don't move 
from one gelat to another! 

Then to the matter of encourty- 
ing aliyst from the free world. This, 
Usan said. wis the responsibility of 
the gavernment as a whole and of 
the publie’s elected representatives, 

“Everyone of us who goes abroad 
must make room in his itinerary tor 
myetings With groups of Jews with 
the object of encouraging them to 
mike aliya, Let us not tuk ty 
Dutspora Jewry only about money. 
Nor must we neglect those tsrachs 
whe huve been ining abroud tur 
muny years. During every trip 
ubroad, we must meet with them 
and strengthen our connection and 
emotional obligation.” 

But how does Uzan propose to 
fight against the dropping-out at 
Vienna or to grapple with the Vien- 
na Gate? Does he have some plan 
that hasn't been tried yet? If so, has 
he proposed il to the government? 

Similar questions arise about the 
minister's remarks on aliya from the 
free world. But, above all, there is a 
fundamental confusion here. Uzan 
seemed to be addressing, from the 
Knesset rostrum, not the Knesset 
but his fellow ministers. If he had in- 
formed the Knesset that the cabinel 
had rejected proposals of the 
ministry, that would be something 
else again, As it is, his words are 
meaningless. 


The writer is the Knesset Reporter of 
The Jerusalem Post. 


A dynasty in black 


(Continued from preceding page) ΝΣ 
learned. Jn Galicia, where Belz is, . 
the Jews were mostly learned.” 

Despite. theif spiritual orlentae. 
lion, the Belzer are very much a 
part of this world, at least po- 
litically, Although they have remain- 
ed largely’ detached from Agudat 
Yisrael politica in the past, they are 
becoming more ‘assertive with 
Aguda organizations, have. their 
own man jn the Aguda faction on 
(he Jerusalem city council and have 
lately warned that if Aguda splits, as 

88 recently been suggested, the ς 
Belzer might field’ their own can- , 

ate for the Knesset. © |. 

Their attitude towards national 
territorial questlons is entlpely 
Pragmatic and untinged with the 
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mystical fervour of Gush Emunim. 
“We don't see anything mystical in 
Israe),” says a senior Belzer official. 
“We don't see the Jewish state as 
the beginning’ of the Messianic 


- redemption, We want the country 
“to be run according to the tenets of 


the Tora just as we would want any 
town abroad which had ἃ majority 


_ of Jews, to be run that way. But 


Israel for us isn’t αὶ religious con- 
cept. The West Bank has impor- 
tance only because of ils securily 
aspects, The rebbe has snid that for 


‘geal peace we should give up the 
Aerritories.” 

‘: Almost a quarter of the history of 
"the Belzer Hassidim has been lived 
- out now, not in the small Galician 


town in which the court took shape 
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but in Eretz Yisrael, not in relative 
isolation but in direct competition 
with other vital streams of revived 
ultra-Orthodoxy and the tempta- 
tions of the modern secular world. 

Nevertheless, the Belzer are 
thriving as they never have before, 
managing to adjust with advantage 
to the new political und economic 
realities around them while holding 
Fast ut the centre to the old beliefs 
and to The Way that sustained their 
predecessors. , 

The present rebbe has a seven- 
year-old son named Aharon 
Mordecai, who doubtless, when the 
time comes, will continue to ‘lead 
the faithlul down The Way 
regardless of how the world shapes 
itself around them, 
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THE JEWISH WORLD 


JEWISH LIFE in Hungary, despite 
8 strong tendency towards assimila- 
tion, is vigorous, albeit incom- 
parable to the rich fabric of Jewish 
endeavour prior to the Nazi Inva- 
sion. In pre-war Hungary, Jews ac- 
counted for 25 per cent of the pop- 
ulation of Budapest, and were 
among the country's wealthiest 
citizens, 600,000 Jews were victims 
of the Holocaust, and 2,400 of them 
are buried in mass graves in the 
grounds of the magnificent Dohany 
synagogue, Dohany Street and its 
surroundings constituted the Jewish 
ghetto during the war, and it was 
impossible to keep track of the 
identities of the 70,000 people 
crowded like cattle into the area. 
Thus the plaques surrounding the 
graves bear the names only of those 
people who were recognized or who 
bad identity papers on them. The 
tombstones are all dated 1945, 

Buill in 1859, the Dohany sya- 
agogue complex includes the head- 
quarters of the Central Board of 
Hungarian Jews; an omate house of 
worship with a seating capacity of 
3,400 (which is filled to overflowing 
on the High Holy Days and during 
Yizkor services on the other 
festivals); a small chapel for daily 
and Shabbat worship; and a 
museum on the site of the house in 
which Theodor Herzl was born. A 
plaque on onc of the exterior walls 
of the synagogue commemorates 
another native of Budapest — Han- 
nah Szenes, who, having im- 
migrated to this country in 1939, 
wus parachuted into Yugoslavia as a 
member of the underground but 
was caught and executed. 


According to Ilona Seifert, 
general secretary of the Jewish 
Community, there are 100,000 Jews 
in Hungary, 80,000 of whom live in 
Budapest. If the Information we 
were given about the inacceptability 
of dual loyalties is true, Mrs. 
Seifert’s statistics are completely 
awry, and the figure is much higher. 


Just as it is difficult to give a true 
figure of Jewish demography in 
Hungary today, it was no easier a 
century ago, when intellectual Jews 
were breaking away from the fold. 
It is estimated that in the first 
decade of this century, there were a 
million Jews in Hungary and a large 
percentage chose to turn their 
backs on Orthodoxy in favour of 
Neology, which was the Hungarian 
version of Reform Judaism. 

Seifert describes the Dohany syn- 
agogue as Neolog Conservative. By 
Western standards, it would 
probably be classed as moderate 
Orthodox. Men and women are 
seated separately. The men cover 
their heads; the women do not. 


THE SAME practice is carried out 
in ihe synagogue — more like a 
shtib! — of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in nearby Joszef Korut 
Street. The seminary has been func- 
tioning since 1877, and today trains 
rabbis, cantors and ritual 
slaughterers, both Hungarian and 
siudents from most of the East 
European countries. The current 
student population, includes nine 
Hungarians (one of them a ger 
tzedek who was formerly a priest), 
three Russians, two East Germans, 
two Bulgarians and one Czech. 
Three new rabbis were inducted in 
March. 


Friday night services at this time 
of the year are conducted several 
hours before Shabbat really begins, 
mainly because the service is a 
prelude to a social gathering of the 
Jewish youth. Those of us who at- 
tended the service were given a 
place of honour alongside the Ark 
-α not because we were Israelis, but 
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ἀπ 


᾿ τ 5 | 
Interior of the Jewish museum in Budapest. 


ENCOUNTERS 
IN HUNGARY 


The Post’s Joanna Yehiel and Greer Fay 
Cashman have been in Hungary, where they 
attended a congress of women’s page editors 
and reporters. Here: are extracts of their 
reports, which concentrate on what they saw 
of the Jewish community. 


because there was nowhere else to 
sit. 

Beyond handing out prayer- 
books, rio one made any special ef- 
fort lo welcome us, although news 
of our presence in Budapest had 
travelled quickly via the grapevine. 

In Huhgary, it is apparently not 
the done thing .to accord Israelis 
special treatment; but later, at the 
kiddush, when we all became in- 
volved in individual conversations, 
the attitude was warmer. No one 
actually asked us about Israel, and 
when we: ourselves broached the 
subject of aliya, reactions were 
either negative or indifferent. Here 
and there, someone wouid side up 
to_us lo whisper a message to be 
delivered to a relative, 


A FEW OF US returned the follow- 
ing morning. The synagogue was 
not as crowded as the night before, 
but there was a good attendance. 
This time, Dr. Alexander Scheiber, 
the director of the seminary and like 
his father before him one of its 
graduates, had more Lime to spend 
with us, and afier the kiddush we 
adjourned Lo his study, He skilfully 
‘evuded any questions about Israel. 

He was deliberately vague about 
what goes on in the seminary, but 
quite candid in discussing the future 
of the younger generation of 
Hungarian Jews. “I'm the best 
shadchan in Budapest" he boasted, 
claiming that he received letters 
from many parts of the world asking 
him to find suitable matches. 

His evasiveness on concrete sub- 
jects, and the apparent. lack of in- 
terest on the part of his congregants 
in anything pertaining to Israel cer- 


tainly did not corroborate the 
impression Selfert had tried to con- 
vey to us. Her stress on religious 
freedom was such as to arouse some 
doubt. When we raised the question 
of anti-Semitism, for which 
Hungary was once notorious, she 
concedes that there are still anti- 
Semites in the country, "but they 
cannot express their feelings in 
public because anti-Semitism is a 
criminal offence. Hungarian Jewry 
has never enjoyed such equality 
before as it does today" she 
claimed. “We are no longer subject 
to any discrimination. Our syn- 
agogues and institutions are not 
guarded by police because there is 
no need. The doors are open to 
anyone who wants to enter.” 


THERE WAS no reluctance on 
Seifert's part to talk about Israel. 
Without waiting to be asked, she 
noted that even though Hungary 
has no diplomatic relations with 
Israel, “it is Known that members of 
the Hungarian Jewish community 
are increasingly visiling their 
relatives in Israel, and our dear 
brothers and sisters living in Israel 
are coming to Hungary in order to 
visit their relatives here, And I am 
glad to mention that since last year, 
tourist groups from Israel are also 
visiting Hungary regu jarly."* 

While it is true that there are tour 
groups from Israel lta Hungary, 
there are Hungarian Jews who are 
stilt surprised at the sight of an 
Israeli, Two of us seeking to have a 
meal at the kosher restaurant on a 
Saturday (having paid for it in ad- 
vance on Friday) lost our way from. 
the seminary to the restaurant, 


which is located on the premises of 
ithe Orthodox synagogue, a street 
'e stopped a 


away from Dohany. 
passer-by, whom we instinctively 
took to be Jewish, to ask directions. 

“Where are you from?” he asked, 

“Tarael.” 

“You are from Israel, and you 
were given visas?" he asked in- 
credulously, 

“Yes.” we told him, “and as far as 
we know, you can get a visa to Israel 
if you want to go.” 

He shook his head regretfully. “J 
don't think so. I don’t think they 
would let me out. But I have an aunt 
in Israel. If you could get in touch 
with her, | would appreciate it." 


THE BUDAPEST community is 


spread out across 14 districts, each 


of which has its own leadership and 


women's organizations, Traditional 
Practices are Orthodox and Conser- 
vative, with mutual respect between 
the groups. Jewish activities are 


funded in part by the state and to a 


large extent by the Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee, whose most recent 
project has been the establishment 
of a day care centre for the elderly. 

There are 29 synagogues and 
prayer houses in the capital, staffed 
by 28 rabbis who are all members of 
the Budapest Board of Rabbis. 
There are [2 kosher butcher shops. 
The community maintains its own 
slaughter house. 

Among the Jewish institutions 
and facilities are five Talmud Toras, 
ἃ new ‘social kitchen’ providing 
1,000 meals a day, a strictly kosher 
200-bed Jewish hospital and nursing 
home, a mikva, and two homes for 
the aged in Budapest and one in 
Sziget. The community publishes a 
Jewish bi-weekly New Life; scien- 
tific works of Jewish concern and a 


τ year book. A sttictly: kosher Jewish 


holiday home is maintained in the 
resort area of Balaton. 

“We represent a living branch on 
the world Jewish tree" said Seifert, 
adding that the community has 
fraternal relations with the rest of 
the Jewish world — namely the 
Socialist countries of Eastern 
Europe, the World Jewish 
Congress, the American Jewish 
Congress, the American Jewish 
Committee, the Canadian Jewish 
Congress, B'nai B'rith and the 
European Council of Jewish Com- 
munity Services, 

The Jewish museum, built in 
1932,records the history of 
Hungarian Jewry from the 3rd cen- 
tury CE. The collection is divided 
into historical and religious objects. 
In 1943, two staffers from the 
Hungarian National Museum risked 
their lives by taking the whole col- 
lection and hiding it. When German 
troops entered the building in 1944, 
it was empty. There was nothing for 
them to loot, 

A small section of the museum 
has been set aside for a memorial to. 
martyrs of the Holocaust. This is the 
only section that looks amateurish. 
The few photographs are blurred 
and out of focus and look as if they 
have been pui on display as a 
token. But since Dohany was a 
detention centre which: still holds 
painful memories for. those 
Hungarian Jews who were eventual- 
ly liberated by the Russians, it is 
possible that the exhibit has been 
kept-on 8 low profile with the pur- 
pose of easing the pain. , 


IT. IS DIFFICULT to know just 
how much freedom the Jews of 
Hungery enjoy. Our impressions 
were conflicting. Perhaps all that 
Seifert told us was true, but if it.was, 
what is: the explanation for. the 
wariness of other Hungarian Jews? 

GREER FAY CASHMAN 


Two kinds of 
Jewishness 


BEING JEWISH in Hungary today 


takes two distinct forms: One is 


overt, as evidenced by the small 
group circling around the capital's 
main synagogue, its kosher kitchen 
and its tiny kindergarten with its 
nine three-year-olds chanting the 
aleph bet. To be part of this open 
-Jewishness takes guts. 


But there is another kind of 


Jewishness which surrounded us, 


in which one's race is never 
acknowledged outright, yet ‘every- 
one knows. 


Being Jewish in Hungary today is 
8 matter of mixed emotions, in 
which the issue of Israel features 
too. 


We found, that being Israeli in 
Hungary means being overwhelmed 
by warmth — even love. There is an 
outreaching, and an openness about 
‘their Jewishness which we were 
totally unprepared for. 


Will we make contact with other 
Jews, we wondered before we ar- 
rived in Budapest? The contact, as 
it turned out, was beyond all our ex- 
pectalions. I began to feel, towards 
the end of the nine days, that there 
were very few goyim in Hungary. In 
fact, there was good reason for this. 
So much intermarriage and as- 
similalion has meant that an in- 
creasing number of families have 
Jewish connections; and, of course, 
Jews take a prominent part in 
Hungary's intellectual and profes- 
sional life — as they did before 
World War II. 


No one said to me: “I'm Jewish.” 
But in various ways and by various 
means they let us know of our com- 
mon bond. When I asked the 
telephonist in a hotel to try to con- 
nect me with my home in 
Jerusalem, she burst out crying. 


Interviewing the editor of ἃ 
women's puper 1 asked him if it 
wasn't true that in his country, as in 
the rest of the world, the fashion 
business was a Jewish one. 


“That is not a question we ask in 
Hungary,” he told me sternly. Then 
a smile broke out on his face, and he 
said, “But many members of my 
family are Jewish.” 


Tt so happened that my in- 
terpreter for this interview, was 8 
Jewish woman in her fifties who had 
been liberated from Auschwitz aged 
17, weighing 36 kilo, to spend ax 
years in a Luberculosis sanatorium. 
We had already built a friendship 
based on common interests in art 
and children. 


I asked her and the editor if there 
was anything they wanted to know 
about Israel, and for over an hour, 
they cross-examined me. All three 
of us kept well away from political 
minefields, Instead, they wanted to 
know all about inflation, hqusing. 
schooling, travelling. Theit 
knowledge of Israel was 85 distorted 
as mine had been about Hungary: 
they knew only the bad things. 


Perhaps of ail the trip, the ¢x- 
perlence closest to my heart was 
one when, coming back at 2 8.6}. 
from an evening of wine tasting, ὙΦ 
eleven Israelis led the busload 
of women in song — to be joined bY 
all the Eastern bloc, be they Rus 
sian, East German or whatever, δά’, 
ding their voices to the fami 
tunes. The melodies were the same. 
Only the words were different. __ 


JOANNA. YEHIEL 
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Courageous conductor 


ONE DAY In 1964, a young Israeli 
conductor, Dalla Atlas, was called 
to the New York office of Sol 
Hurok, the great impresario. It was 
the day after the Dmitri 
Mitropoulos Competition — at the 
time the conducting world's most 
prestigious event. That year, as in 
the past, the coveted first prize went 
to one of the male contenders. But 
Atlas was awarded a special prize 
because, in the words of the com- 
petition chairman, Leonard Bern- 
stein, “‘she was too good to pasa by.” 

Hurok cast an appraising eye at 
the young conductor and told her, 
“L was very impressed with your: 
concert last night, but when I see 
you from the front, you are so dif- 
ferent — you are a woman, 

“I never trust women,” he con- 
tinued, “because they marry and 
then leave the profession.” 

Responded Atlas, “Mr. Hurok, I 
am married now.” 

He replied, “Well, I never trust 
married women, because afterwards 
they always fall pregnant and 
leave." 

To which the young woman 
quietly retorted, “Mr. Hurok, | 
already have three children.” 

“Well, 1 never trust women. 
Period,” the impresario admitted. 

“At that point.” Atlas recalis to- 
day from her basement office at 
Haifa's Technion, “! was so furious, 
I didn't say a word. 1 walked out of 
his office and never came back. | 
Tefused to be humiliated. 

Dalia Atlas has never lacked 
courage. 

She was born to Polish immigrant 
Parents in Haifa some 40 years ago. 
By the age of five she was already 
telling her: kindergarten class that 
she needed an orchestra. Several 


Dalia Atlas: “I'm not bitter.” 


years later, when she was regularly 
travelling to Tel Aviv for piano les- 
sons, she sneaked into Ohel Shem to 
hear the Israel Philharmonic 
Tehearse with Serge Kousevitsky. 


WHEN SHE entered Jerusalem's 
Rubin Academy after completing 
high school, the closest she ever 
came to conducting classes was 
from the vantage point of the piano 
stool, where she was accompanist ta 
the classroom full of boys. 

“Of course I asked to be included 
in the conducting programme, They 
informed me that it was not for 4 
woman, and that I shouldn't bother 
myself with a profession which is s0° 
difficult, even for a man. They were 
Not motivated by ill will — they 
simply thought they were saving me 
the trouble,” she says. 

However, she was not able to get 
Conducting out of her system so 
casily; immediately after gradua- 
lion, Stte began éntering conducting 
Competitions, and winning prizes. 
The first was in Italy, the second in 
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Roberta Elliot 


England, and the third was the 
Mitropoulos in New York. 

As a result of her showing in the 
Mitropoulos Competition, Leopold 
Stokowski offered her an assistant 
conductorship at the American 
Symphony Orchestra in New York, 
and Fausto Cleva, then conductor 
of the Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra, also invited her to study 
under him. 

“These were positions every 
beginner — no, every conductor — 
dreams about. However, I did not 
enter these compelitions because I 
sought ἃ position abroad. | had 
another goal — to do something 
here in Israel." 

She turned down these offers and, 
on returning to Haifa, consulted 
Yitzhak Navon, who was then in 
charge of the Education Ministry's 
cultural programmes. At the time, 
“I was in a quandary about my 
future career. I told him I wanted to 
work in Israel. He encouraged me 
to build up an Orchestra.” 

The result was the Israel Soloists’ 
Pro-Musica Chamber Orchestra, 
which combined the talents of some 
of the country's finest string players. 
On a shoestring budget fur 15 yeurs, 
they travelled the length und 
breadth of the land, Omanut La‘am- 
style, bringing music to the people. 


DURING THE same period, she 
also brought music to the Technion. 
“T saw the close relationship 
between science and music, and il 
gave me an idea. We Israelis lack 
nulural resources and we don't have 
money, but of course the one thing 
we do possess is the Jewish brain.” 

She succeeded in convincing the 
administration that a music 
programme cum student orchestra 
was needed, and today there are no 
less than 100 engineering sudents 
under Atlas's musical tutelage. 

Nevertheless, her substantial 
achievements at the Technion were 
not enough to see her through the 
demise of her Chamber Orchestra 
five years ago when it succumbed to 
inflationary pressures. 

Thus ensued a second round of 
conducting competitions, including 
the Villa Lobos International 
Competition in Rio di Janeiro, 
where she was awarded the Leopold 
Stokowski Prize. The prize she 
teceived in 1980 from the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, in honour 
of Eugene Ormandy’'s 80th birthday, 
was “the type of reward one gets for 
the labours ofa lifetime,” she boasts. 
Purposely awarded to a women 
("See how the world has changed 
since 19642" she asks), it caught her 
totally by surprise and rewarded her 


_with a concert in which she shared 


the podium with Ormandy himself. 
Only one question remains in my 


mind, How did Dalia Atlas develop |. 


the courage which enabled her, on 
that day in 1964, to walk out on Sol 
Hurok, the biggest name in classical 
show biz?” : 

Her ethical system was nurtured 
early at home, she says, where she 
was given a double dose of idealism 
and Zionism by her parents. But, 
thinking for herself from an early 
age had its price. _ 

“As a child I was very lonely,” 
she recalls, “because I knew things 
the other children didn’t under- 
stand, I was isolated, so [ developed 
my own character in my own way. It 
was Β secret world I lived in and | 
had to keep il to myself." “oO 


Auto-da-F6 
“A clonal... a work of genius.” — 
The New Yorker 

“..hypnotic and convincing.” — 
The New York Times 

“Ona of the few great novels of 
the century.” — Iris Murdoch 


Conetti's only novel, Auto-da-Fé Is 
tha story of a man to whom books 
mean more than anything else in 
the world, a distinguished scholar 
whose delicately balanced intellect 
dissolves into madness. Since its 
fst publication in 1936, critics 
worldwide have recognized Auto- 
da-Fé as one of the major navela of 
our time. and 8 portrayal of fascism 
that proved all too prophetic. 

Translated from the German by ΟΝ. 


Wedgwood US $17.50 


Streat. Now York, NY 10022 


G AUTO-DA-FE 
USS17.60 (hardcover) 


O Add $10 for air mall 
postage outside 


North America 


YOU CAN 
BLESS ISRAEL 
NOW! 


‘The book BLESS ISHAFL NOWI Is tha 
exciting adventure of a Christian 
family who Ilterally obeyed tha 
Scripture Genesis (2:3. “I will bless 
those who bless you (The Jaws). 
Forsaking many U.S. tles the 
Roamprey farnily lived in Israel for a 
time in order to Identify with the 
hurts and frustrations of a chosen 
people still in a suffering period as an 
emerging nation. 

The reader will develop a better 
understanding of tha Ingredients of 
life needed for paaca to be 
established between Arabs, 
Christians and Jews. 

NEWI GIFT EDITION 

Large print with over 30 pages of 
photos 

Approx. 812 x 11 inches 

136 pages SOFTBACK 

This edition not available in stores. 
Return this request to Inmure speedy 
delivery to: BIN Intemational, Box 1816, 
Englewood, Colorado 80150. 

1 want to BLESS ISRAEL NOW. 

Send ——{Quantty} of the book BLESS 
ISRAEL NOWI 

(5 7.00 for each book desired). 

Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 
NAME.. 


NOBODY BEATS 
ες OUR DBEALSI 
ANYWHERE, ANYTIME 


‘ISRAEL from $649, 


Worldwide tours 


B & D TRAVEL 
420 Madison Ave. 
Now York City, 10017 
(212) 223.0484 
Out-of-state: 1-800-223-1114 
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Two books by ELIAS 


Auto-da-Fé and The Tongue Set Free ara published by Continuum, and are 
available by mail from the New York office of The Jerusatem Post Fill out and 
send the form Below, with your chequa, Ἰὼ The Jerusalem Post, 120 East 66th 


{For orders outsida North Amana. allow 6-8 weeks for dolivary by surface mail, or 
bay the additional sum noted below for ai mall postage ) 
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Q THE TONGUE SET FREE 
US$12.95 (hard cover) 


ΠῚ Add $6.76 for air mall GUTY ἐπι Sessctincsidamisyaranteatie 
Postage outside 
North Amarica COUNTRY... 


CANETTI 


The Tongue Set Free: 
Remembrance of a European 
Childhood 

“A remarkable autablography.” 
— Chicago Tribune 

“Cenettl is a writer of unusual 
dramatic power.” — The New 
York Times 

A searching portrait of Canetti's 
pérsonal background and creative 
development as a novalist. 
Philosopher and social critic. The 
Tongua Sat Free presents the 
compelling story of the author's 
early hfe, the avants, personalities 
and intellectual forces which 
shaped his growth. Tha primary 
themes concer tha elfact of 5 
mululingual homa, the 


ELIAS CANETTI: 
winner of the 1981 


Psychological impact of a 
Nobel Prize patriarchal Jowish family, and the 
for Literature circumstances surrounding the 


outbreak of World War | and its 
aftermath 

Transtated fram iho Gorman by 
Joachim Nouyrosche! US $12.95 
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Hebrew speakers 
* CORRECT SPELLING/HEBREW BRUSH-UP for Vatikim and New 
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* SPOKEN ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS — for Hebrew speakers 
20 days or 5 days “Jus a taste of Arabic" 


Intensive Hebrew or Ara 
learning; getting t 
Diaspora: (sraell 
the frame of a so: 


HEBREW 
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children from 12 years of age upwards. 

* The 5 day “Just a Taste of Arabie" course is not held in summer. 
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62313) 

Or: Education Department, W.Z.0. 515, Park Avenue, New York, N.Y, 
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oil drilling 

; Qy CHARLES HOFFMAN 

Ϊ Jerusalem Post Reporter. 

| The $45 million to-be spent on oil 
| ᾿ exploration in Isracl during the 
εἰ 1982/83 fiscal year will be about 55 
A m. more than originally planned, 
εἰ but $10m. less than the amount 
needed to exploit to the full the 
country’s drilling and prospecting 
resources, 

The Energy Ministry last week 
released figures on this year's oil ex- 
ploration budget, after the “mix™ of 
ἢ investment Sources was finalized by 

: the ministry director-general Uriel 
ι Lyna and the head of the Israel 
: National Oil Company (Hanah), Dr. 
᾿ Eluzar Barak, 
Ϊ The ministry spokesman said thal 
the $45m, to be invested in drilling 
15 wells would came from the [οἷ- 
lowing sources: $6m, anticipated 
H from private investors abroad; $8m. 
: from Israeli corporate sources, such 
as Paz, Fedoil, and the Haifa Oil 
Refineries; $4m. anticipated capital 
i raised on the Tel Aviv stock ex- 
ἢ change by Magen, a new subsidiary 
i! of Hanah; $10m. from Hanah’s own 
ἢ financial resources from the sale of 
oil and services; and 5] 7π|, from the 
state budget, 

The slate budget originally in- 
cluded only καὶ 51 211, contribution to 
ἢ exploration. A senior source in the 

. guvernmient oil companies suid that 
1 il would take between $50-54m, to 
᾿ fully employ the country’s man- 
1 power und equipment used for drill- 
‘. ing and prospecting. 
ie Another $10m. will be spent on 

x the research and field work neces- 
sary 10 prepare about 25 
“prospects,” or detailed analyses of 
potential of particular drilling sites. 


$45m. designated for 


this year 
Two years ago ail exploration lag- 
ged due to a lack of sufficient 
Prospects, which investors need in 


order to decide whether a particular 
venture is worthwhile. 


New investment sources in this 
year's array are the Magen com- 
pany, recently approved by the 
Treasury as a means to raise capital 
from small investors; and the entry 
of British Jews into Isrnel’s oil 
business. Energy Minister Yitzhak 
Berman recently returned from Bri- 
tain with promises from several 
Jewish investors to commit $2-3m. 
each this year in drilling ventures. 

The ministry had set a target of 
about 5] 50m. to be invested in drill- 
ing and prospecting during the 
period 1981-83, The state budget is 
to provide $40m., Hanah $40m. and 
private investors in Israel and 
abrond $70m, The extent of private 
investment has tripled in the last 
three years, é 

The funds for this year will pay 
for about 15 wells, which vary in 
cost from $500,000 for s shallow 
well of several hundred metres, to 
St2m. for a “super-deep” well of 
between 5,500-7,500 metres. One 
deep well, and maybe two are plan- 
ned for this year. The most promis- 
ing siles are Sdom-I at the Dead 

Sea, Pleshet-1 in the southern 
coastal pliuin, and at Rosh Ha'uyin, 

Many foreign and local experts 
believe that the best chances for dis- 
covering oil in Israel lie at the bot- 
tom of deep and super-deep wells. 
The one deep well completed so far, 
πὶ 6,390-metre hole neur-Ramallah, 
turned vut ty be dry, A well now i: 
Progress at Caes#rea-3 hus gone 
down to 4,600 metres. 


Threat to U.S.-Israel air pact 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Isracl hus threatened to 
abrogate ils air agreement with the 
U.S. unless Washington agrees to 
amend it, The Jerusalem Post 
leurned last week. 

The threat, made in recent 
lalks in Washington, is designed 
lo pressure the Americans to 
testricl competition on the US.- 
Israel route by setting minimum 
fares and limiting the number of 
companies plying it. 

So far the Americans have not ac- 
cepied any of the Israeli demands, 
apparently wary of similar demands 
by other governments which have 
second thoughts about the subscrip- 
tion to its open-air policy. Another 
sound of talks is scheduled this sum- 


Leumi πὲ places 


$60m. Eurodollar issue 


TEL AVIV. — Leumi International 
\nvesimenis, ἃ subsidiary of Bank 
Leumi, announces that it has suc- 
cessfully completed selling a $60 mil- 
lion Eurodollar issue. The interest 
on the capital notes is to be deter- 
mined every six months and it will 
be 4 per cent higher than the mean 
average of the bid and offered in- 
‘terest rales for six-months deposils 


in London. 

With this issue Bank. Leumi will 
have tapped the Eurodollar market 
for $395m. since it made its first of- 
fering in (976. 

11 has announced that the 360m, 
placement was made without the as- 
sistunce of underwriters but with 
help of the bank's subsidiaries. 


mer. A well-placed Israeli source 
told The Pust, jast week, “the mutter 
is so urgent thal we won't be able to 
wait beyond the next round.” 

An abrogation of the agreement 
does not mean that all flights would 
stop immediately. The agreement will 
remain valid for one extra year 
which leaves ample time to 
negotiate an alternative. 

The problem discussed in 
Washington between a team headed 
by Transport Ministry Director- 
General Uzi Landau and an 
American team headed by Richard 
Bogosian, the chief of the aviation 
negotiations division in the State 
Department, centred on a protocol 
ee countries signed in July, 


Sharir cites 
high income 
from tourism 


Avwaham Sharir 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Tncame from tourism in 1981 was 
$950 million, with an added value of 
85 per cent, compared with income 
from citrus exports of $264m., with 
an added value of 77 per cent, 
Tourism Minister Avraham Sharir 
suid last week when he opened the 
Knesset debate on his ministry's ac- 
tivities. 

He said that in order to receive 
one dollar, 30 agorat must be in- 
vested in agriculture, 26 ugorot in 
industry, but only 8 βροτοὶ in 
tourism. 

Sharir said that 1,137,000 tourists 
visited Israet Inst year. Of this 
number 719,000 came from Europe 
(the leading countries being West 
Germany, France, and Britain), and 
308,000 from North America. 

In order to encourage Jewish 


tourism from the. U.S., which has - 


fallen off, the ministry hus setup [4 
action committees in large Jewish- 
population centres, Sharir said. 

To meet the tough competition of 
other tourist countries, it was essen- 
lial thal goods and services, in- 
cluding airline tickets, be 
reasonably priced, 

Meanwhile, it was reported last 
week that some 300,000 Israelis 
compared to 220,000 last year, are 
expected to buy (rips abroud this 
summer, 


Rates of exchange 


TOR? 


Currency Is 
US. dollar 72.2050 
British sterling 39,6104 
German mark 9.2960 
French franc 3.5615 
Dutch guilder BIS 
Swiss franc 10,9048 
Swedish krona 3.7470 
Danish krone 2.7338 
‘Canadian dotlar 17.7684 
Acstratiun dollar 2....} 
South African rand 20.3920 
Belgian franc (10) 4.9202 


TEL AVIV STOCK EXCHANGE 


Solel Boneh reports 
real growth of 12% 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
Post Finance Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Solel Boneh, Israel's 
largest building company, reported 
last week that its vorkiwl le ac- 
tivities in 1981 totalled 152 bitlion 
and reflected a 12 per cent real 
growth over the preceding year. 
The company is part of Hevrat 
Ha'ovdim, which is in turn control- 
led by the Histadrut. Its building ac- 
tivities range from the American 
Continent to Africa, 

There was a rapid growth in 
profits last year, as Solet Boneh 
recorded a net gain of [5508 million, 
a nominal growth of 119 per cent. 
The profit after adjustment for in- 
flation was 1S324m., a yield of 8 per 
cent on the company's own capital, 

According to Shraga Rotman, 
Solel Boneh’s managing director, 
the firm's overall activity when 
measured in monetary terms is 
equally divided between Israel and 
overseas locations. However, 
measured in terms of materials 
used, the ratio is one third for 
overseas and two thirds in Israel. 
Despite the recession in the local 
building industry, Solel Boneh 
achieved a 4 per cent rea) growth 
here, Overseas there was a real 25 
per cent growth, 

Solel Boneh last year acquired 
control of the Zecharia Drucker 
building concern, Isruel's largest 
private building company, Rotmiun 
was confident that his company, 
with its financial strength, would be 
uble to overcome the problenis 


which caused Drucker to fai. 


In 1981 the company was more 
active in building for its own ac- 
count and achieved a 20 per cent 
growth in this field. Overall, Solel 
Boneh's activity in this area 
represented approximately one 
third of the total building in the 
country. At year’s end the company 
had in various stages of construc- 
tion 5,600 dwelling units. In the 


...¢Qurse of the year it sold 2,500 units, 


compared with {,000 the year 
before. 


The company's various sub- 
sidiaries also had a good year. A 
contracting firm which employs 
some 11,500, accounted for 1S4.1b. 
in construction work. This year that 
Tigure is expected to be more than 
double. Other divisions, such as 
Herouth and Lime Stone Produc- 
tions, which together employ nearly 
4,000, accounted for IS1.8b. of ac- 
tivity. 

Solel Boneh International 
employs 900 Israelis in addition to 
about 30,000 foreign workers, In 
1981 the subsidiary accounted for 
construction worth 5478 πι, Rotman 
estimates that this year the figure 
should go up to $650m. 

Sulel Bonch's balunce sheet τοίη] 
came to (830.656. and on a yeur-to- 
yeur busis advanced 153 per cent. 
Fixed assets represented 14 per vent 
of the total, compared with 14 per 
cent lust year. This was an expres- 
sion of large capital investments 
completed in the yeur under review. 


Israel 'TV sells to U.S. 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Israel TV has sold its first full- 
length programme to an American 
station, according to TV's director 
of international relations and sales, 
Zvi Gill, who calls the deal a 
“breakthrough” for the Broadcasting 
Authority, 

_A public TV station in San Fran- 
cisco, KQED, has purchased a copy 
of the [srael ΤΥ show Pulcinella, a 
ballet produced here in honour of 
the centenary of the birth of Igor 
Stravinsky. Until that sale, only bits 
of programmes, mostly news items, 
had been bought by American ata- 
tions. 

Gill told The Jerusalem Post 
lust week that this first commercial 
deal will probably not be very 
profitable, since TV House must 
convert the ballet film to the 
American standard one-inch film. 
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“But it's important, in order to let 
American TV know that we exist." 


Mike Jaffe, the Broadcasting 
Authority's representative in 
Rockefeller Pluza, New York City, 
has also uroused interest in Pulcinel- 
la among stations in Miami, San 
Diego, Tucson and Peoria. 


While American cable TV and 
educutional‘TV are “good potential 
markets” for [srueli-made program- 
mes, selling to commercial stations 
or networks there is a “mission im- 
possible," says Gill, because they 
aren't interested in imported. 
foreign-language shows. 

Europe, Australia and New. 
Zealand are other potential 
markets, Finland's state-owned 
station has ordered Israel and Egypt, 
Handel's oratorio that was filmed 
fecenlly on the bank of the Red 

ea, 
Gi 


Israel Aircraft 


president quits . 


The president of Israel Aircraft 
Industries, Gavriel Gidor, resigned 


unexpectedly lasi week. 


Only a few days ago Avia Shalif 
quit as managing director of Beit 
Shemesh Engines. The two were to 
have built the Lavie jet fighter — 
the IAI the body and Beit Shemesh 
the engine. However, sources .in- 
sisted there was no connection 
between the two resignations. 


A source in the LAI insisted there 
was no political reason far Gidor's 
resignation, ; 


Shalif was forced to’ quit by # 
Defence Ministry commiliee ¢%- 
amining the situation in the plant 
beset by tense labour relations. 
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ISSUES 


SOMETHING NEW is happening 
on the world Jewish scene. At first it 
evoked little reaction. A committee 
had been formed on Israc!-Disspora 
relations. So what? 

This is the age of committees: 
committees of concerned cltizens, 
committees to oppose violence, 
committees to protect battered 
wives, Now we are affered another, 
and what is worse, another on the 
Jewish problem. 

It all seemed appallingly familiar: 
a dismal prospect of renewed con- 
ferences, with the same old faces 
appearing from the four corners of 
the earth to stay at the same costly 
hotels and mouth the same 
platitudes. Who needs it? 

The sponsors nevertheless did not 
give up. It all started in Tel Aviv 
University among top-brass intellect- 
uals, away from the stifling at- 
mosphere of those hoary organiza- 
tions whose initials (ADL, AJC, 
AJDC, HIAS, HMO, WZO) are 
code-words differentiating the 
cognoscenti from the hoi polloi in the 
Jewish establishment. The moving 
spirit this time was the university's 
president, Haim Ben-Shahar, aman 
of astonishing energy and drive. 

The first get-together took place 
in Cuesarea four yeas ago, al- 
tended by 10 Israelis and 10 Jews 
from the Diaspora. The second was 
the founding meeting of the Israel- 
Diapora Institute in New York lust 
October. The difference between 
the two is significant. The Cucsnrea 
think-tank consisted entirely of in- 
lellectuals, men like sociologists 
Seymour Murtin Lipset and 
Marshall Sklure, jurist Irving 
Cotler, economist Ben-Shahar, 
historian Uriel Tol, literary 
historian and Hebraist David Put- 
terson, τα οἱ und educator [rving 
Greenberg. 

The New York session was not 
confined to thinkers: doers were 
brought in too, The thinkers were 
once more men of calibre, notably 
Henry Rosovsky, professor of 
economics at Harvard; Martin 
Meyerson, former president of Penn- 
sylvania University: Ephraim Kat- 
εἶτ, former president of Israel. 

The doers consisted of the most 
prominent leadership figures in the 
Jewish community: Philip Klutz- 
nick, former U.S, secretary of com- 
merce; Howard Squadron, 
chairman of the Presidents’ 
Conference in the U.S., Mauricio 
Hatchwell Toledano, the most emi- 
nent personality in the Spanish 
Jewish community; Jaime Constan- 
tiner, ditto in the Mexican Jewish 
community; Israel Klabin (former 
mayor of Rio de Janeiro), ditto in 
the Brazilian Jewish community. 

There was no leading Israeli pre- 
sent (other than a leader in the 
business world, Naftali Blumental) 
— and there was a reason for that. 
The purpose of the new institute 
was to change the relations between 
Israe) and the Diaspora. Hitherto, 
Israel had been given quasi- 
exclusivity. The days of the 
Diaspora, it was said, are 
numbered, the Jewish state was 
created to terminate the Jewish dis- 
persion. 


THE NOVELTY of the Israel- 
Diaspora Institute is that ht con- 
stitutes the first decisive break with 
this conventional Zionist theory. 
Events show that the Diaspora may 
well expire, but not through aliya. If 
It ceases to exist, the reason will be 
that its members have ceased to be 
Jews. . . 3 


This conclusion raises new ques- 
tions. Formerly, only two secular 
topics were of common concern to 
both segments of the world Jewish 
population: how to promote im- 


A Jewish think tank 


The Post's David Krivine reports on the steps which have been 
taken to set up an institute embracing leading thinkers and 
‘doers’ in Israel and the Diaspora to consider solutions to the 
most pressing problems facing the Jewish people. The idea is that 
the institute should be independent of any political force. 


migration to Israel from the 
Diaspora, and how to mobilize aid 
for Israel from the Diaspora. The 
meeting in New York raised wo 
more: how Israel can aid the 
Diaspora, and how the Diaspora 
can be kept Jewish. 

Up to now, the Diaspora was in a 
sense subordinate to Israel and 
served the Jewish state. It received 
its guidance (in international affairs) 
from the Jewish state, us Catholic 
communities recieve their guidance 
from the Vatican, The institute 
bases its work on a different ap- 
proach. Israel retuins its primucy, 
but will henceforth be seen as no 
More than primus inter pares. 

What are their common objec- 
tives? The New York dialogue set- 
tled initially on three: reform of 
education (lop-quality schovling, 
instead of out-of-dite Hebrew clus- 
ses); the internatinnalization of the 
Israeli economy (partnership in- 
stead of danutions}: and che spon- 
sorship of in-depth studies, to deler- 
mine how the Jewish people ean 
best react to current political 
problems. 


JEWISH EDUCATION in the 
Diaspora is shrinking, because it is 
no good. Its aims are ubsolete, its 
ἀπολο. uNder-budgeled, a. 
teachers under-qualified. Two men 
who are trying to improve the situt- 
tion are Juime Constantiner in Mex- 
ico City and Fred Worms in 
London. 

Kenneth Bialkin is executive 
chairman of the Ams:.: 7 national 
executive committee of the Anti- 
Defamation League, yet he was able 
to say: “I don't know what Jewish 
education is, partly because of my 
ambiguities regurding my own 
Jewish identity."' What is 
Jewishness nowadays? Once it was 
Judaism, then. it was Zionism, then 
it was a mixture of the two, now it is 
— in the Diaspora — nane of these. 
The institute must think this 
problem through and offer 
guidelines. 

Israel should help the Diaspora to 
rebuild its educational system. The 
task is not as hopeless as it seems, 
and therein lies the challenge. [f the 
schools can be made to answer 
Jewish needs as these are felt in the 
community, and if they are able at 
the same time to supply the child 
with the educational baggage he re- 
quires, they will not lack for pupils, 

Ben-Shuhar estimates that ἃ 
proper allocation for re-vamping 
the schools system would be $250m, 
a year. This must be deducted from 
contributions to the United Jewish 
Appeal and ‘Keren Ha'Yesod 
worldwide, at the expense of Isracl 
in the short term — but to the 
benefit of Israel und the whole 
Jewish people in the long term. 


Constantiner, 4 former professor 
of medicine at Mexico's national 
university, supplies the last word: 
“{¢ 4s impossible to over-state the 
urgency of this matter. We are los- 
ing generations, literally.” 


“THE ECONOMIC relationship 
between Israel and the Diaspora is 
one-sided, focusing on aid to Israel 


times the UJA and Bonds com- 
bined. 


Economies are becoming inter- 
nationalized. Multinational 
partnerships are all the rage, yet 
they are few as between Isracl and 
the Diaspora. The Jewish state is 
still saddled with serious economic 
problems, in a world increasingly 
polarized against her, The solution 
that begs to be employed is joint in- 
vestments and joint business ven- 
tures, which could serve the 
business interests uf both sides, and 
not just the [srueli interest. 

Eli Hurwitz, president of the 
Isruel Manufacturers’ Association 
and Naftali Blumental are both 
saltdly behind this. This month a small 
but expert group of four Americans 
and four Isractis will draw up a plan. 
Zyi Kesse, an economic consulauat, 
is busy mapping oul areas of oppor: 
tunity where Esritcl has scored 
technological breakthroughs. 
Anather survey will scrutivize the 
successes and the failures of foreign 
mvestment in isracl te dine. 

There is in cuser way of fostering 
cooperation: by encouraging 
businessmen from Israel and the 
Diaspora to meet informally and yet 
to know each other, withoul any 
ulterior motive 

At the New York meeting. 
Blumental suggested establishing a 
businessmen’s club. Ben-Shahar ex- 
plains: 

"Many Jewish men of affairs visit 
Israel as members of USA or other 
delegations or on private trips. They 
meet political leaders, do their 
sightseeing, and after days of in- 
tense activity may find themselves 
with Lime on theie hands. “What we 
propose is that they have an address 
to go to — the businessmen's club 
where meetings can be arranged 
with Israelis in their own line of ac- 
tivity... It is surprising how fruitful 
such contacts turn out to be." 


FINALLY, the Jewish approach to 
politics. The subject is ofien 
bewildering. People in the Diaspora 
want to support Israel, but what if 
Israel's interests conflict with the in- 
torests of the country of which they 
are citizens? To which the answer 
should be: are the tvo really in con- 
flict? What are the rights and 
wrongs of the case? What solution is 
there that deserves the support of, 
say, the American Jew, both as a 
good Jew and as a good American? 

Then there is the problem of what 
policy to adopt In complex cases 
which are not black and white. 
Events develop in international af- 
fairs that affect Jewish, Israeli and 
American interests in different 
ways, and it {s not clear what 
response they should evoke. Prof, 
Yordm Dinstein at the New York 
conference gave as an exaniple the 
Uhrough appeals and bond drives,” 


states the document proposing the 
creation of the israci-Diaspora In- 
stitute. Once upon a time that rela- 
Uon of dependency was good and 
necessary; today it has been over- 
taken by events. Israel has grown 
-big, its main source of foreign ex- 
change is ‘ils flourishing export 
trade, which nets $1 1b. a year, or 20 


recycling of petro-dollars- by Arab 
powers through invdstment ia the 


6851. 
Admitting that these funds have’ 


to be recycled, Dinstein said: “We 
Jews lind‘ourselves alarmed and in 
opposition to each manifestation of 
this process, whether in the form of 
Arab investment In a large corporn- 
tion, in the mass media, in real ‘es- 


tate, or whatever. We have reason 
to fear the power that accompanies 
such holdings, and the uses and 
abuses to which they will be pui, 
But we need a positive position, not 
just a negative one.” 

What the Jews necd is knowledge 
of the facts, and a guideline for ac- 
tion. Providing these two services 


-will be the Israel-Diaspora [π- 


stitute’s main function. The 
proposal for setting it up states ex- 
plicitly: “The institute will conduct 
research not for pure knowledge 
alone, but for knowledge directly 
applicable Lo problem-solving." 

Four projects on foreign affairs 
are already under preparation. One, 
under Dr. Howard Stanilstawski of 
Boston (an independent foreign- 
policy consultant) will examine 
American policy towards the Mid- 
die East. Another, under Professor 
Benjamin Cohen af Tufts Univer-, 
sity, will explore and assess 
Americun financiul interests in the 
same zone, A third, under Professor 
Fred Gottheil of (inois University, 
will survey Amecican energy in- 
lerests: while the fourth, under un 
anulyst who choose to remain 
anonymous, if to assess Americun 
military interests and policies in the 
Middle East. 


THE INSTITUTE is, in summiary. a 
think-tank, working wut ideas aod 
esata Hem to the τανρενακι ες 
authorities. initially m the areas of 
Sewish educahon, cconome 
couperalion, and policy aver mses 
altucting Jewish interests, 

Principles laid down are that the 
Dudgel must be small (there is ne 
desire τὸ build up a ones 
buredueraey), und equal regard 
must be pind to al Jewish egim- 
munities, whether in Tyrie or the 
Diaspora. As Rosowsky put it in his 
Sew York address "What is 50 ἢ - 
teresting, appealing and really un- 
que here is the emphasis on Jews as 
a single conceptual entity, com- 
prised of Isracl and the Diusporu.” 

Tu be more explicit: the institute 
must avoid topics that hear on only 
wane section of Jewry. In Rosuvshy's 
words, its work “must contribute lo 
the consolidation and overcome the 
fragmentation of the Jewish com- 
munity.” 

All activities should be juimt ones. 
Mas Fisher, Chairman of the Jewish 
Agency's Bourd of Governors, 
made the point in telling the 
gathering: “I would recommend 
strongly iguinst the creation of 
separate Israeli and Diaspuru com- 
mittees 10 tackle different issues. 1 
believe thut we should instead have 
joim committees in which we ap- 
proach problems together." 

ΑΔ important consideration is 
that the institute must be totally in- 
dependent, with no affiliations 
cither lo a government or to a 
political movement or party. 

It has no formal existence as yel, 
though its work has already started. 
Preparations for its legal registra- 
tion are being made by a steering 
- committee of six, only one of whom, 
Ben-Shahar, is Israeli. The others 
are Jack Cummings of Canada, 
Fisher and Rosovsky of the U.S., 
Mendel Kaplan: of South Africa, 
ind Toledano of Spain. There will 
be an office in Israel, presumably on ΄ 
the premises of Tel Aviv University,’ 
and another abroad, es 

Ben-Shahar sums up, “We shah't 
piake α΄ revolution overnight./ But 
we have a work plan for two or 
three years, which should by then 
produce important results. in 18 
months’ time we hope to organize a 


“seminar on the following topic: 


What should [igure on the agenda of 
an IsraelitDiaspora dialogue In the 
year 20007" " 
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READERS’ LETTERS 


THE PERILS 

To the Editor of The Jerusalent Post 
Sir, — One cannot disagree with 
Hyman Bookbinder (Letters, — 
April 25) about the principle of the 
right of American Jews to dissent 
from specific Israeli policies, 
However, there is dissent and dis- 
sent, and unless one just enjoys 


hguring oneself talk or seeing one's” 


| hame in priat, one must-think about 
the consequences of euch dissenting 
action. Public dissent is, after all, a 
hs politicat act with a specific goal in 
mind, 
The PLO, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Egypt, the U.S. State Deparment, 
is Time Magazine, ABC, the 
American Friends Service Commit- 
tee, George Ball, Anthony Lewis, 
Evans and Novak, Georgie Anne 
Geyer, Nick Thimmesch, the 
National Council of Churches, The 
Washington Post are only a few of 
the thousands of influential forces 
accusing Israel of all kinds of evils, 
including oppressing the Palesti- 
nians und being the obstacle to 
Peuce. They generally demand 
nore territorial concessions, in- 
cluding the dismantling of settle- 
iments, the relinquishing of Judea 
and Sumaria and the creation of a 
second Palestininn Arab state, 
Some of the above-mentioned do it 
because they wish lo see Isracl 
destroyed and realize that forcing 
Israel back lo the 1949 armistice 
lines would be a major step in that 
direction. Some do it to please the 
Arabs, while the motives of others 
are difficult to fathom, 
Jewish dissenters such as Leonard 


Ta the Editar of The Jerusalem Past 

Sir, — I want to comment on 
Hertzel Fishman’s article of May 
‘13, “The’ price of our ‘herituge.” 
When the State of Isract was born, 
Ruhbi Yehuda Leib Maimon, the 
first Minister of Religious Affairs 
wanted to estublish a Sanhedrin as 
the highest religious authority to 
decide how to interpret the Halacha 
in a modern Jewish democratic 
State, such as ours, The Chief Rab- 
binate of Israel opposed this and the 
important proposal of Rabbi 

ἷ Maimon was not implemented. 
: Every day, we are facing 
problems of interpretation of 
Halacha in order to provide services 
for all the people of Israel on Sab- 
bath and holidays as well as other 
days. One example is the year of 
shmita, When the land must rest in 
uccordance with religious law. A 
Jewish State cannot exist with the 
help of Shabbos govim, Everything 
that must be done in our state 
should be done principally by Jews. 
Our ports, both air and sea, must 
function on Sabbath and holidays: 
Jews must work there and there is 
no difference if they work for El Al 

or other international uirlines. 
Conservative Judaism differs 
from Orthodox Judaism in that it 
understands that our Halncha must 
undergo ἃ modern interpretation. in- 
iecordance with the needs of our 
uaily life. Conservative rabbis must 
find the courage to muke une- 
quivocal decisions and not escape 
from the real problems of life in our 

Jewish State, τ 

> The debate on ΕἸΓΑῚ flights, on 
: Sabbath is a political and artificial 
one. Mr. Begin has been our prime 
minister for five years and he was a 
member of the cabinet of national 
unily and head of the opposition. 
He never demanded the stoppage of 
El Al flights on Sabbath. Now, he 
has saccumbed to the pressure of 
the anti-Zionist Agudat Yisruel 
which threatened to resign from his 
coalition, and has agreed to fulfill 


PAGE 22 


OF DISSENT 
Fein, Philip Klutznick, Arthur 
Hertzberg, publicly echo some of 
these accusations and condemna- 
tions, often place the blame for con- 
linued conflict on Israel, and use 
their pens and tongues to encourage 
further Israeli retreat or surrender. 
1 hey have apparently succumbed to 
the prevailing (but incorrect) 
wisdom that Israeli concessions will 
lead to peace, thus reaffirming that 
Israel is the obstacle to peace. Since 
the consequence of their public dis- 
sent is to provide ammunition for 
and give comfort to the enemies of 
Israel, they become — in spite of 
what may be the best intentions — 
part and parcel of the anti-Israel 
campaign, and do great harm to the 
Jewish State, 

Dissent from the opposite side — 
such as that expressed by American 
Jews opposed to the withdrawal 
from Sinai —does not have this 
negative and damaging result. By 
telling the Israeli government to 
stop its retreat and surrender and to 
stund firm, these dissenters push 
against the tide of anti-lsrael 
propaganda, While one cun certain- 
ly argue that this dissent is not help- 
tul, these people, at least, are not 
Joining forces with Israel's enemies 
who wish to lerritorially reduce 
Isrnel and weaken American sup- 
port for Israel. 

HERBERT ZWEIBON, Chairman, 
PETER Ε. GOLDMAN, 

Executive Director, 

AMERICANS FOR A S4FE 


ISRAEL 
New York. 


CALL TO CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 


Moshe Kal 


the agreement he signed with them 
a year ago, 
The Sabbath is holy to all Jews as 
a religious, humanitarian and social 
achievement of the Jewish people. 
We have to rest on Sabbath but we 
Must re-interpret the laws governing 
the Sabbath to make possible the 
continued existence of the Jewish 
State. Conservative Jewry must not 
avoid the real problems which face 
us and the wise decisions which are 
needed lo solve them, 
MOSHE KOL 
Member of the Board of the 
World Council of Conservative 


Judaism 
Jerusalem. 


SWEDISH FRIENDS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — We know that Shimon 
Peres and the Israeli: people were 
shocked and disappointed by the 
decision of the Swedish Socialists (o 
cancel their invitation to the Israel 
Labour Purty to attend their May | 
festivities, But please remember 
that they do not represent all 
Swedes, many of whom were most 
displeased by that decision, as were 
Several Swedish ‘newspapers. 

You have ‘many good friends in 
Sweden. - ᾿ ΐ 

_. SAMUEL SOLLER MAN 

Orebro, Sweden. 
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EL AL EMPLOYEES 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Te the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I would be interested to 
learn from what source Yitzhhak 
Haimowitz gains his insight into the 
working habits of El Al (Letters — 
May 1/4). As an employge's wife, I 
write with personal knowledge. 
Contrary to popular assumption, El 
Al does operate for the sole benefit 
of the workers. In fact, on 
Sababath, there is a skeleton staff of 
Maitenance workers. They often 
have to cope with a full work load, 
ΠΟΙ becuuse this work is “put off." 
There is 4 constant need to repair 
und maintain aircraft to comply 
with international safety regulations 
und schedules to be met. Any over- 
time benefit is soon swallowed by 
income tax und only makes up for 
busic pay, which is not high for the 
ordinary worker. 


There is a completely different, 
but crucial uspeet to El Al. During 
the Yom Kippur War, not one 
foreign airline was operating to this 
country. There were thousands of 
our people desperute to return. 
How many flew home on 
overloaded El Al jumbos and what 
numbers were needed by the army 
and sent inimediate tu the front 
tines upon arrival? As usual, in time 
of crisis, we could only count on 
ourselves and if for no other reason 
than this, we need our own national 
and viable airline. 

JACIE TEFF 
Rivanana, 


FOOTING THE BILL 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — J was thrilled to learn that 
“American Jews of all persuasions 
would understand that the national 


-- airline. of the Jewish State, ~_ 
r. 


rest on the Suabbath'' ¢ 
Heimowitz' letter on May 14), 

If.this is the case, and if these 
American Jews are as well generous 
enough to permit themselves to be 
concerned not only about Israel's 
spiritual welfare, but about its finan- 
cial situation too, then may I sug- 
gest that they foot the bill for El Al's 
losses due to the Sabbath and 
Jewish holidays flight stoppage, i.e. 
$40m. 

ROLAND KOSTER 

Ramat Hen, 


ARMS'SUPPLIES* 
TO ARGENTINA 


To the Edttor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — In a world that really cared 
about Israel’s survival, the Point 
aboul the destination of Israel's 
arms trade could be taken with 
some seriousness. But for the 
British to cry havoc about Israel's 
trade with Argentina, however 
despicable that government, is the 
height of hypocrisy. When was the 
last Chieftain tank delivered to 
Israel's armed forces, the Iasi 
Mirage, or the first Leopard? 

Vulgar, gung-ho Conservatives 
like the anti-Israeli MP Anthony 
Marlow and pious, opportunist ex- 
Stalinist MPs like Eric Heffer are 
united in wishing to see Israel 
delivered naked to her enemies, 
They are amongst the first to decry 
Israel's defence production without 
offering any realistic solution to 
Israel's defence needs, + 

Since there is absolutely no Pos- 
sibility of Britain resuming her-arms 
trade with Israel, Israel should firm- 
ly tell the British to mind their own 
affairs. They are in a parlous state as 
il is. 

JOHN D. NORMAN 

London. 


THE LASKY-ELON CONTROVERS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Past 

Sir, — With reference to Amos 
Elon's letter of May 3,1 am afraid 
that he did in fact make the remarks 
which I quoted him as saying in my 
article in The Jerusalem Post and that 
I did in fact hear them, 1 found them 
astonishing enough to record them 
in my journal that very evening in 
Jerusalem. 

T had afthe time no intention of 
quoting them. But ! became subse- 
quently s& distressed #t the 
lackadaisical approach to fact and 
truth in that erratic story about’ 
Israeli censorship — and to much 
else in Israeli life when intellectuals 
begin to’ crusade against (in Elon‘s 


Phrases) “arbitrary rule and™dis- . 


orderly administration ofthe law" 
—— that [ felt compelled to try and 
pinpoint the sheer ideological bias 
involved. 

Israeli readers who know Amos 
Elon’s political writings will have to 
Judge, and either take his word or 
mine, as to whether my account of 
his views were “freely invented" or 
not. He had written a sensational 
Story about a notorious list of books 
— important literary and historical 
works, from Shakespeare to Walter 
Laqueur — being censored: and he 
defended his Ha’aretz piece even 
though the evidence was unsubstan- 
tinted and flimsy; for he was con- 
vinced that “arbitrary rule must 
anyway lead to “book burnings,” 
He was, on that evening in 
Jerusalem, about to leave (as he told 
me when we tried to make another 
appointment) to cover the Druse ar- 
rests and “semi-fascist" police 
repression which, he gave me to 
believe, was something close to 
“concentration camps.” 

This is what | reported in my urti- 
cle which appeared in The New 


« Republic (Washington), .The Spec- 


tater (London), and The Jerusalem 
Post (and from there reprinted in 
the New York Post). What | have cal- 
led the sheer ideological bias — tak- 
ing a flimsy allegation (originally, 1 
understand, Ory Bernstein's) and 
making a esis out of it — should 
be clear to every reader by Amos 


Amos Elon 


Elon’s crude and rude attempt to tar 
me with a German brush. He refers 
sinisterly to the Frankfurter Al- 
igemeine Zeitung (which also 
published a translated text). He says 
about ‘‘such extravagant 
stalements™ that “if they reflected 
my thinking, 1 would not have first 
voiced them at a cocktail party to a 
near stranger and a contributor to a 
German [his italics! newspaper to 
boot..." We are not such slrangers 
for him not to know that I am an 
American, and a Jew, and that | 
have ediled the Anglo-American 
monthly magazine Encounter for 25 
years in London. Surely credentials 
enough to have a frank chat al a 
cocktail party. 

But that is precisely the trouble 
with a large part of contemporary 
journalism. It goes to wild lengths to 
make an ideological point, exag- 
gerating ur fubricating or smearing 
along the way. And when the argu- 
ment begins to falter, it drags in the 
smelly herrings. 

MELVIN J. LASKY 

Editor, 

Encounter Magazine 
London. 


CALL FOR ELECTORAL REFORM 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 


Sir, — At the end of another 
week of musical chairs in the Knes- 


- sel, the voter, as usual, has been the: 
+ real loser. 


The unaccountabilily of MKs us- 
ing ever-changing political mar- 
riages of convenience emphasises 
the urgent need for a new electoral 
system. Reform could prevent the 
disenfranchisement of the voter for 
short-term political gain. 


We invite the leaders of the major 
partics to join us at one of our many 
Pelition stunds placed in busy 
thoroughfares throughout, the 
colintry to collect: signatires for 
electoral reform, and hear for 
themselves the despondency, dis- 
gust and cynicism expressed by 8 
bitter and disillusioned public. 

ZELDA HARRIS 
National Director 

Committee of Concerned Citizens 

Tel Aviv. 


A CASE OF ‘POLITICAL BLACKMAIL’ 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, 1 cannot recall a more blatant 


piece of political blackmail than the ~ © 


exercise carried out by MKs Peretz ° 
and Linn. They are not motivated 
by policies or principles, but by the - 
quest for personal power and 
prestige, and are available to the 
highest bidder. ᾿ : 

es 


- Jerusalem. 


I am even more appalled that ΗΝ 
Alignment is so desperate for 
government that it has ors with 
this political flotsam: [ am sure that 
the electorate will neved ‘vote intb 
Power a party which cotild possibly 
contain either of these two 
gentlemen in its government. 
J.D. PLITNICK 


,'AN INTERPRETATION OF ‘HUTZPA’ 


To she Editor of The Jerusalem Bast οὐ 

Sit, — If anybody wanted ο΄: 
know the meaning of the word: 
Autzpa, there il was on our TV 
screens, when the.speaker had the’ 
cheek to remind us to pay, the 
fee plus a 10 per cent fine for'those 
who had not paid on time::. af 

T wonder what fine the'Broad- 
casting - Authority will’ pay to all 


those honest and, law-abiding 
citizens who always pay. pian 
‘on-time, ‘bul are getting in refu! 

some old atrocious films and on top 
of it all have been deprived of 
gid for some time ΟΝ boar 
“of worker sanctions δπᾷ ἥξνς ( 
watch all these dreary-programmés 
in black and white, 7?‘ i 

Tel Aviv. L. ARONOWICZ-RON 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 1982 


The voice of the gun 


ISRAEL'S AMBASSADOR in London, Shlomo Argov, is still 
fighting for his life 48 hours after the assassination attempl against 
him by a hit-team of Palestinian terrorists, According to the latest 
medical bultetin his ability to function will be seriously impaired even 
if he will pull through with the help of a first-rate team of British 
neuro-surgeons. 


This is indeed a sad prediction for one of Israel's most outstanding 
and brilliant diplomats. * ᾿ 


The assassination attempt was apparently carefully prepared and 
Planned over a long period. According to initial reports it was carried 
ut by a hit-team of one of the PLO’s more extreme factions. The 
assailants,are reported to have received their instructions through or 
even from the Syrian embassy in London. 

It is almost beyond doubt by now that most members of the hit- 
team are Palestinian Arabs, carrying Jordanian, Iraqi and Syrian 
Passports. The initial investigation by Scotland Yard's special anti- 
terror unit has already established that Argov was only the first on a 
list of Israeli and Jewish dignitaries who were supposed to become 
the targets of additional such murderous operations. [t is thanks to 
Scotland Yard's swift and efficient action that this particular hit-team 
has apparently been caught in ils enlirety, 

It is for the British authorities to ponder why Scotland Yard's ef- 
ficiency could not have been applied earlier to prevent such ut- 
tempted murder. Their job would not have been made easy, pur- 
ticularly because of the British Government's tolerant allitude 
towards the functioning of un official PLO office in London, the 
operation of which was defended once more yesterday by an official 
British Government spokesman, despite the lragic events of Thurs- 
day night. 

To illustrate the point, one of Shlomo Argov's predecessors once 
asked the British Government whether it woutd tolerate the presence 
of an IRA office in London. ᾿ 

Following a Cabinet meeting Friday morning, Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin ordered the Israel Air Foree to stage massive at 
tacks against PLO camps and bases in all parts of Lebanon. including 
Beirut, in retaliation for the repealed violations by the PLO of the 
frugile cease-fire which was in force since July lust year. This time the 
PLO returned massive fire from Katyushas and heavy artillery 
against many towns and villages in Western and Upper Gulilee, 
causing considerable damage and loss of life. 

While the leading representatives of the settlements were un- 
animous in their views yesterday that the Galilee could not tolernle 
another war of attrition, similar to the one staged by the PLO lust 
summer, they stressed that at this stage everything had τὸ be done to 
prevent the recurrence of such a war of attrition. Bul they alse war. 
ned at the sume time that in the long run there was no military solu- 
tion for the problem of the PLO presence in south Lebanon. In a 
way, they were echoing the opinion of the OC Militury Intelligence, 
Aluf Yehoshua Saguy, who expressed his scepticism on Thursday as 
lo whether even a massive land operation could totally destroy the 
PLO's infrastructure in Lebanon. . 

With ull the necessity to silence the PLO artillery and stop the war 
of attrition in the north, one must bear in mind that the answer to the 
problem must be political, It would be sad if the bullet which struck 
down Shlomo Argov were to set off a war in the north that would nal 
bring a solution to the intricate problems of the Palestinians any 
nearer, 


Dry Bones 


x BANK CONSTRUCTION 
PIR AcIANS, TELLERS, WORKERS, 
ELECTRICAL CLERKS, || FACTORY 


WORKERS, [I HE TAX || WORKERS... 
COURT CLERKS,||| PEOPLE, 


TELEVISION 


THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 1982 


Need to talk 


ISRAEL AND EGYPT are not 
walking in step, and this is cause 
for genuine concern. 


Last month President Reagan 
floated the idea of a tripartite 
summit with Premier Begin and 
President Mubarak in Washington 
to deal with the outstanding issues 
between Jerusalem and Cairo. Mr. 
Begin welcomed the idea but, so 
he told the cabinet on Tuesday, 
only on condition that the 
autonomy — the main issue — 
should not be discussed unless 
Egypt first agreed to the inclusion 
of the City of Jerusalem among 
the venues for any resumed 
autonomy talks. (Last week Mr. 
Begin insisted that Jerusalem must 
come first.) 

Yesterday Egypt's Foreign 
Minister, Kamal Hassan Ali, 
delivered a personal message from 
Mr. Mubarak to Mr. Begin, in 
which the Egyptian head of state 
explains his rejection of the 
Washington summit idea, For 
such u summit to be fruitful, Mr. 
Mubarak reasoned, a goodly 
measure of agreement, notably on 
the autonomy, had to be reached 
in advance — and especially on 
the vexed problem of the venue. 
He suggested, instead, the pos- 
sibility of a mecting between the 
Egyptian president and the Israel 
Premier in the near future. 

Since it is plain that un accord 
on the autunomy for the Palesti- 
nitns in Judea, Samaria and Gazi 
is crucial to the further develop- 
ment of Israeli-Egyptiuin peace, 
the inability of the two countries 
10 even agree on the mudulities of 
Nepatiation is had news indeed. 

But 1 the autonumy cannot be dis- 
cussed unless the matier of venue 
itg’sl resolved, then by all means 
let it first be resolved. Or let it be 
skirted, by agreeing not to have 
the talks either in Jerusalem or in 
Caira. 

There are, il is true, other 
aspecls of the autonomy that 
would need to be worked upon 
before a joint American-Egyptian- 
Israeli meeting is convened. But 
the mere prospect of a conference 
would surely galvanize the parties 
into working on these other, more 
substantive aspects... 

The failure of mutual under- 
standing between Israel and Egypt- 
is, moreover, not confined to the 
autonomy. The two countries pur- 
sue a diametrically opposed 
course of action on the Gulf war, 
Egypt — Κα the U.S., only more 
so — supporting Iraq and Israel 
supplying arms to Iran. In his 
message lo Mr. Begin, Mr. 
Mubarak is reported to have 
raised Egypt's concern on this is- 
sue os well. 

In this matter both countries ap- 
pear to be suffering from tunnet 
vision. Egypt fails to appreciate 
the brutal, indeed almost 
genocidal, meaning that [raq 
holds for Israel. Israel, on the 
other hand, makes unduly fight of 
the threat thal & victorious Iran 
under Khomeini, and allied with 
Syria, would spell ta any progress 
within the Arab world towards 
real moderation and peace, 

Plainly, there is no dearth of 
subjects which Israel and Eeypt 
could take. up, with or without the 
Americans. ᾿ 

What is certain, js the fact that 
the two partners for peace in the 
Middle East need frequent top- 
level dialogue to. maintain and 
enhance il. 


Dry Bones 


περ 


HAVE “TO 
HT THEIR 
FIG t 


“tHe cuier \/ Sas THAT 


MONDAY, MAY 31, 1982, 


Strategic misunderstanding 


ALTHOUGH they may not be on un actual collision course in the 
matter. wl least not yet, Israel and the U.S. plainly differ radically in 
their assessments of the relative threats posed by the Iwo embattled 
lf adversiries, fran and Iraq. 

America still claims lo be technically a neutral in the confliet, bur 
everything indicates that iis now firmly on the side of the appareat 
loser, frag. It is not simply thut the memory of the hunuliations 
visited upon the U.S. by its farmer Iranian friend and ally are still 
fresh, and that they rankle: the fundamentulist Moslem regime ol the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, which is increasingly drawing Support from the 
Soviet Union, is seen in Wushington as a clear and present dunger tu 
the stability of the “moderate” pro-Western Arab states of the Gulf 
region, and to the West's standing in the entire Middle Eust. tray. 
whatever its past sins, is now regarded as part of that pro-Western 
alignment. 

That is why the Reagan administration, in its eagerness to firm up 
the “moderate” against Iran, is ready not only to arm Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan but to sell weapons to Iraq as well, For the same reason 
the U.S. government bridles at the idea of Israel providing arms, in 
however meagre an amount, to Iran. 

In Israeli eyes, on the other hand, the Khomeini tyranny, however 
hateful, is mere foam over the Gulf waters, Sooner or later, when the 
war is over, it will disappear, and power in Teheran will be seized by 
the victorious army commanders with whom Israel — and the US., 
too — had such a fruitful liaison in the past. A long-range strategy, 
therefore, requires that al least a small window be kept open to Iran 
— which is in any case strategically more important than Iraq. The 
value of Iraq is only in its being an implacable enemy of Israel, which 
is now getting its due from Iran. 

For its part, then, Israel has tried (o keep a “small window" open 
to Iran through a limited programme of military sales, as Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon publicly confirmed during his visit in 
Washington last week. 

Mr. Sharon has meantime come under fire at home for authen- 
ticating as a fact something that, until last week, was only an un- 
verified press report. This is probably an unjust accusation. True, the 
defence minister's claim that his was the only way to fight back a 
vicious campaign designed to undermine Israel's opposition to the ar- 
ming of Jordan with mobile Hawk missiles and F-I6s, may be taken 
with a grain of salt. But there is litthe doubt that the lsracli-lranian 
connection has been a matter of common knowledge for some time. 
It has not been denied even in Teheran itself, where gifts from the 
“devil” himself are‘considered perfectly acceptable... 

U.S. State Department spokesman, Dean Fischer contradicted 
Mr. Sharon's contention that the U.S. had nol only been privy to all 
of Israel's plans, but had voiced no objections to them. The U.S,, Mr. 
Fischer stated, had tried in yain to talk Israel out of going through 
with its progranime,, Tiere is no reason to disbelieve the assertion. " 

Israel's obduracy clearly was nol dictated by any commercial con- 
siderations. Unlike most of Isract's arms transactions, such as the one 
with Argentina, for example, the deal with [ran wos strictly political ἢ 
in nature. But can Israel afford to conduct an indepéndent Iranian 
policy, even counter to America's preference? 

Had Iran been central to Isracl’s own security concerns, the 
answer bilge ed be in the affirmative. in that case, even a collision: 
course might have recommended itself. But that is not the case... - 


